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Elmer Arthur Milz 

May 10, 1923 - January 22, 2017 
 
Due to complications after a fall, Elmer Arthur Milz died peacefully, surrounded by close family, 
on January 22, 2017. He lived 93 and a half active, productive years, following his preferred 
motto, Carpe Diem (Seize the Day), and fiercely protective and supportive of those he loved. 
 
Born May 10, 1923, in St. Louis, Missouri, the only child of first generation German-Americans 
Adelia Krackrugge Milz and Arthur Gustav Milz, he exhibited throughout his life the strong work 
ethic and individualism of his hard-working parents. 
 
While still a toddler, Elmer fell into a pond in a St. Louis park. He wrote in his memoir that the 
cries of his aunts and mother did not bother him because he was interested in the beautiful fish 
that came up to him. He attributed his life-long love of all bodies of water, swimming, and boats 
to this experience. 
 
Elmer was a member of Sigma Nu fraternity at Rolla School of Mines (now University of 
Missouri at Rolla) and graduated from that school in 1945 with a BS in Petroleum Engineering. 
Hired by Shell Oil the same year, Elmer worked for the corporation for 42 years. His 
assignments with Shell took him and his family to several U.S. states and to Holland and 
Venezuela. His favorite position was that he held for 25 years as manager of Shell Pipeline 
Research and Development Lab in Houston, Texas. There he enjoyed the company and 
friendship of many brilliant and interesting people. 
 
On April 22, 1950, Elmer married Margaret Elizabeth Jones, a beautiful illustrator from Winter 
Haven, Florida, at First Unitarian Church in Oklahoma City. Their 66 and a half year marriage 
was filled with love, adventure, and joy. Both felt their two children, Jan (1952) and Bob (1954) 
were their greatest accomplishments in this life. 
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After retirement, Elmer and Margaret traveled, going on 40 Elderhostel (now Roads Scholar) as 
well as many other U.S. and international trips. Several of their favorites: birding in Costa Rica, 
studying geology in Utah, watercolor painting at Ghost Ranch, NM, touring Greece with 
Margaret's sisters, and taking a barefoot cruise in the Caribbean. 
 
Elmer was a scuba diver until his early 80s, a writer (many vignettes, as he called them, about 
friends and relatives; memoirs; two novels loosely based on his sea-faring grandfather), and a 
guitar-player. Margaret, an accomplished artist, convinced Elmer to paint and taught him 
watercolor fundamentals. His favorite subjects -- sailboats, sunsets, and lighthouses. 
 
When his retirement did not see him traveling, enjoying his and Margaret's Texas hill country 
property, Roadrunner Ranch, or friends in their beloved Sandalwood neighborhood in Houston, 
Elmer volunteered. He received awards for the countless hours he devoted to two Houston 
organizations, the Exchange Club and the Executive Service Corps. Working with both groups, 
he met people with backgrounds and experiences very different from his own. His strong, 
dominant personality softened as his heart was opened by these relationships. 
 
He is missed deeply by all whose lives he touched and by all who love him, especially by those 
of us in his family: his beloved wife, Margaret, and his children, Jan Hampton and Bob Milz and 
their spouses, James Hampton and Jan Milz; his grandchildren: Lily Ayers, Lisa Milz, Sheli 
Evans, Steven Hampton, Ian Milz, and Angela Hampton; and his great-grandchildren: Don 
Evans, Allie Milz, and Jordan Milz. 
 
A memorial service for Elmer Arthur Milz will be held at 10am on February 18 at Unity of 
Houston in the Pyramid (2929 Unity Drive, unityhouston.org). In lieu of flowers, the family asks 
that donations be made in his name to your favorite charity or to one of his: heifer.org, alz.org, 
championkidscamp.org 
 


