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early everyone pauses at the end of the year to look back over their 
accomplishments during that year. They take pride in the good things they have 
achieved, and they hope they will do more of the same in the new year. Their errors 
have given them experience with which to meet new challenges, for experience is still 
the best teacher. 

Companies are the same way. Each year they take stock of the previous year, looking 
for wa s and means of improving. Shell Pipe Line, for example, had another good year 

I the past forguidance. 
Pibe Line's top management recently sat down with Go Devil to review the year just 

ended and preview the year ahead. Those participating in the informal discussion 
included Jack Hurley, President; Neil Wilson, Operations Manager; Bill Bledsoe, 
Treasurer; Bob Armstrong, Director of Pipe Line Interests; and Bob Clark, Employee 
Relations Manager. -Ed. 

in 197 l , and now is striving for an even better year in 1979. And, as always, i t  will look to 

With the next issue, Billye Lynn Ratliff will become the 
editor of Go Devil. I have moved to  Los Angeles to  edit Shell's 
West Coast publications. 

Billye Lynn began her Shell career in the summer of 1972 as 
an Editorial Assistant t o  the Manager of Publications. She 
comes to  Pipe Line from Shell's Information Center, where 
she has edited the CenterReview for the past two and a half 
years. (Under her guidance, that publication won a number 
of professional writing and editing awards.) A native of 
Weimar, Tex., Billye Lynn graduated from the University of 
Texas in 1972 with a BA in English and history. 

she'll enjoy working with Pipe Liners. I know, I have. 

B.L. Ratliff 

I know Billye Lynn considers her new assignment a challenge, and I'm certain 

Thanks for all the help and cooDeration. 



GO DEVIL: This really makes my job 
easy, having all you guys together in one 
room. I’ve got a lot of questions, but let‘s 
start with a look at the year just ended. 
H o w  would you assess Pipe Line’s 
activity this past year? 

HURLEY I have a feeling that our activi- 
ties over the past 12 months were sort of 
a buildup to increasing activities that 
we’ll have in the next year or so. I think 
Neil is probably more cognizant of that 
than anybody. 

WILSON: Basically, it was a year of 
building staff for the new projects that 
are now underway or planned. We‘ve 
made some pretty significant increases 
in our staff. 

HURLEY You have a whole new group 
for project coordination. 

WILSON: Right. Another significant 
new area of business, though, has to do 
with federal regulation and the FERC 
(Federal Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion). I think Billy i s  probably best 
qualified to talk about that. 

BLEDSOE: I‘m not sure anybody is qual- 
ified to talk about that at the moment, 
because this year - and probably for 
some time to come -wi l l  have a lot of 
uncertainties. We’ve devoted a lot of 
effort in attempting to find what the 
changes in the various regulatory agen- 
cies will mean to us. One of the biggest 
problems we will face i s  simply trying to 
effectively plan our business with these 
uncertainties. It won’t be easy. 

HURLEY In assessing our year 1978, I 
would say that our operating results and 
financial results were both excellent. I 
think we did a very good job in those 
areas, plus beginning to plan for all the 
future projects which lie ahead. 

BLEDSOE: Since you’ve referred to 
those new projects, I think we should 
mention the fact that we did complete 
tentative financing arrangements for 
them, making 1978 the biggest financing 
year i n  Pipe Line’s history. The funds will 
be  available to use as these projects get 
underway. 

GO DEVIL: I’d say that that’s a fair 
assessment of 1978, so let‘s move on to 
1979. Looking ahead to this year, what do 
you feel will be Pipe Line’s major objec- 
tives and goals. 

HURLEY: I think, obviously, safety is 
always our foremost goal, followed very 
closely by efficient operations. Those are 
two goals which go on year after year. 

Jack Hurley 

”Our operating results and 
financial results were both 
excellent” 

Over and beyond that, we’ll have 
objectives in the form of several new 
projects this year. Over the past several 
years, I have said to several groups of 
our people that we have been selling off 
certain pipelines whose day had passed 
- those that were not really moving oil 
or providing proper earnings - and that 
we would be reinvesting all the monies 
from the sales in new projects down the 
road. Now we are clearly started in this 
direction. We’ll have a number of new 
projects going in 1979, some in full swing 
and others just getting underway. 

Neil, do you want to offer any com- 
ments on individual projects? 

WILSON: In terms of new construction, 
,of course, there is the $70 million Seanet 
project. We now have that underway, as 
well as some new local chemical lines in 
Louisiana. We expect to continue per- 
mi t t ing activities for  the offshore 
California lines, and we are continuing 
the permitting and other title work for 
the CO2 line, which is st i l l  some time 
down the road. 

GO DEVIL: Seanet! Is that the same as 
the Texas-Louisiana Ethylene Line? 

WILSON: Yes, the same thing. 

GO DEVIL: What do  you feel will be the 
biggest area of interest for Pipe Line this 
year? 

WILSON: That’s a little hard to say. 
They’ll be several big areas of interest. 
One of the major ones will be to make 
sure we have the organization in place to 
bring these new lines onstream, and to 
operate them safely and efficiently. 

Continued surveillance of government 
regulations i s  another area that we’ll 
be paying close attention to, as well as 
all the bread-and-butter activities like 
safety and dependability of the opera- 
tions of the system we already have. 

HURLEY You are also in the early stages 
on a crude line from Clovelly to St. 
James. Tell us a little about that. 

WILSON: OK. Shell, as you may know, 
has been selected to build LOCAP, which 
is a $100 million project from Clovelly 
Dome to St. James. In 1979, we may get 
started on that. 

HURLEY: Bob Armstrong i s  on the 
LOCAP Board of Directors. Bob, you 
might say a word. 

ARMSTRONG: Right now, we‘re pretty 
much in the formative stage. As for the 
actual physical work currently underway, 
they’re surveying, delineating the route 
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of the line and making preliminary 
studies for the sitings of the tank farm 
and origin stations. Aside from that, we 
hope soon to have the papetwork taken 
care of, namely, the various agreements 
between the Owner companies and 
Shell Pipe Line. Neil acts on behalf of 
LOCAP as the Agent/Operator. That's 
about where we are right now. 

G O  DEVIL: How long will LOCAP be? 

ARMSTRONG: Fifty-three miles of 48- 
inch pipe, It's initiallydesigned to handle 
about 1,250,000 barrels a day, but capable. 
of going up with a single line to some 2.3 
million barrels a day. 

HURLEY: Big line! 

G O  DEVIL: 1'11 say. 

HURLEY: Bob, since you're talking, why 
don't you carry on with a few comments 
about the activities of our subsidiary 
companies, and what transpired last year 
as far as they're concerned. 

ARMSTRONG: There are a few things 
perhaps worthy of mention. Plantation 
Pipe Line, for one, completed a 73-mile 
26-inch loop of the system between 
Huntersville and Greensboro, N.C. to 
provide the necessary additional 
capacity, Additionally, they are now in 
the process of expanding the capacity of 
the lateral into Atlanta Airport through 
the addition of hqrsepower and' re- 
placement of the old 19%-mile 6-inch 
lateral with 12-inch. 

Explorer Pipe Line completed the ex- 
pansion of the 24-inch mainline between 
Tulsa and Hammond, Ind. by the addi- 
tion of intermediate booster stations and 
commenced work on the horsepower 
expansion of the 28-inch mainline 
between Port Arthur and Tulsa. Comple- 
tion of the28-inch project i s  expected by 
mid-year. 

Bill Bledsoe 

"(a big challenge is) the long- 
term planning aspect, and 
how we can plan with all the 
uncertainties regarding gov- 
ernmental regulations" 

Butte Pipe Line's outlook is much 
brighter with the confirmation of addi- 
tional reserves in the Montana, Dakota 
areas which should bolster the produc- 
tion tributary to Butte. 

Things were fairly normal on our other 
lines. They all did well from an earnings 
standpoint. 

HURLEY: Billy, do you want to comment 
on the dividend flow from these sub- 
sidiary companies to Shell Pipe Line? 

BLEDSOE: Perhaps I should (laughter). 
Particularly in the light of Explorer's 
turnaround, and the profitable year 
they've experienced. Bob's area of re- 
sponsibility is a growing part of our 
business, enough to contribute about 25 
percent of Pipe Line's total net income. 

G O  DEVIL: I had no idea our sub- 
sidiaries made such a significant contri- 
bution to Pipe Line's earnings. 

HURLEY: Oh yeah, yeah. 

G O  DEVIL: I'd like to talk now about 
something both Jack and Neil have 
already touched upon, safety. This has 
always been a prime area of interest to 
Pipe Line. In 1977, our overall safety 
performance wasn't as good as it might 
have been. How did we do in 1978? 

HURLEY (nodding at Clark): Bob, maybe 
you want to saya word in this respect? 

CLARK: I think '78 was a year of mixed 
results for our safety effort. We had a 
fairly sizable reduction in the number of 
doctor cases. But, the percentages 
caught up with us. We had an increase in 
the number of loss time accidents. None 
of us like to see th'ese things. 

In the automotive area, our people can 
drive a lot better than statistics show 
they did last year. It was a terrible year, 
with accidents almost doubling what we 
had the year before. We're planning this 
year to have a defensive driving training 
course for everybody in Pipe Line, and 
let's hope we can turn this thing around. 

ARMSTRONG: Bob, was there any one 
single reason that automotive plunged 
so much? 

CLARK: We took a look at it, and the 
biggest number of accidents were attrib- 
uted to lack of attention. 
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Neil Wilson 

"Basically, i t  was a year of 
building staff for the new proj- 
ects that are now underway or 
planned 

G o  DEVIL: All the bad weather from the 
early part of last  year have anything to do 
with it? 

CLARK: Not even a factor. lust careless 
accidents. We'll have to do better this 
year. 

GO DEVIL: So, this year, everybody in 
Pipe Line - all our employees - are 
going to take a defensive driving course? 

CLARK: They'll have the opportunity to 
take defensive driving. 

GO DEVIL: Yes, that would be good. 
Another important area of interest to our 
cornpay i s  research, and I'd like some- 
one to comment on the advances in 
pipe'line technology which helped in 
1978, dnd what we can expect in the year 
ahead. 

HURLEY Neil, you want to colnment on 
that.? 

Bob Armstrong 
~~ 

WILSON: Sure, I'll talk about that a 
minute. Last year, Pipe Line supported 
about 12 man-vears effort on research 

,,All lour lines,. did 
an earnings standDoint" 

from 
" 

and development, and our activity for 
1979 will be at aDDroximatelv the same 
level. This man,',' i s  spread'over a lot 
of different areas of activity, but the 
biggest single area is offshore technol- 
ogy. We do part of this work here in the 
States, and part i s  done by our associates 
in Europe. We'll continue to spjit it up 
this way in 1979, with some in the U.S. 
and some abroad. 

In pipeline technoibgy, there aren't 
any really big, new, exciting areas of 
research that I'm aware of. Basically, 
we're studying how t o  construct 
offshore pipelines for less money, and 
'how to continue to improve our welding 
techniques and coating systems. It's 
really all bread-and-butter research. 

i 
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HURLEY: I think, Neil, that in the last 
year, or maybe even earlier, you have had 
a good deal of research leading to line 
integrity programs. Right? 

WILSON: Well, in terms of money, not 
all that much, but, yes, we have done a 
lot of research on how to accurately 
measure the flow of compressible fluids, 
which is directly applicable to chemical 
pipeline operations. 

GO DEVIL: Like the meter measurement 
device that they're now testingout in the 
field? 

WILSON (nodding): That's part of it 

GO DEVIL: I see. Anyway, I think that 
will cover research for our purposes; 
let's move on to my last question. In 
summation, what would you say is Pipe 
Line's greatest challenge in the next 12 
months? 

HURLEY: We've already talked about 
what our objectives and goals are going 
to be. As for the biggest challenge, 1'11 
have to say it will be a combination of 
money and people. We'll need a lot of 
money to build all these new lines that 
we've mentioned, and we're going to 
need to get the organization and people 
in place to operate them as they come 
on. Is there anything else ya'll would like 
to add to those? 

WILSON: When you include the people 
part, you need to also include the people 
who will supervise the construction as 
well as operate the lines. 
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Bob Clark 

"It was a terrible year (for 
safety), with accidents almost 
doubling what we had the year 
before" 

It might be a real problem for the 
corporation, meeting the inspector re- 
quirements that we foresee for all the 
new construction. It's going to be really 
tough. 

HURLEY: It will be the heaviest demand 
we have had for inspectors in years. Ever, 
probably. 

BLEDSOE: I think there may be a third 
area we can add as a challenge this year, 
and it involves Bob's (Armstrong) area, 
too. That's the long-term planning as- 
pect, and how we can plan with all the 
uncertainities regarding governmental 
regulations, and the impact these laws 
may have on the subsidiary companies 
and for projects. 

HURLEY: True. Regulations will affect us 
a great deal. I think we can say in this 
regard that the atmosphere of ever- 
increasing regulation and of taxes upon 
the pipeline industry that are politically 
inspired will pose a grave challenge to us 
in theyearsahead. 

Also, I said earlier that safety i s  always 
one of our foremost goals. We know 
already from our statistics that safety is a 
real problem wi th  our  new young 
employees, and I'm sure that as we bring 
organizations and people into place, that 
you, Bob (Clark), will have to pay ever 
increasing attention to the new young 
people that are coming into the com- 
pany. This i s  a challenge, too. 

CLARK: I think we're going to have to 
spend a lot more effort in indoctrinating 
new employees, in teaching them how 
to do their jobs,. and getting them to 
understand that we're interested in their 

sage we'll be trying to get across. 

HURLEY You must have a tapeful and 
notebookful of information there. Is 
there anything else you'd like to ask us? 

GO DEVIL: I don't believe so, Jack. 
Thankyouforyourtime,andthatofyour 
top management. 

I 

doing their jobs safely. That's the mes- ~ 



Gary Crackler, Perry Pearson and Earl Grisaffe were chefs par excellence at the safety 
meeting-turned-picnic. Gary is Station Attendant at Carrollton Station, Perry is 
Mechanical Technician at Yazoo Station and Earl is Station Attendant at Jackson Station. - 

Isn't that Steve Mangum, Station Atten- 
dant at Yazoo Station, behind those 
Foster Grants? 

Capline personnel 
turn safety program 
into a real picnic 

Touch football, washer tossing and 
roping wooden horses were just some of 
the activities enjoyed by Gulf Coast 
'Division Pipe Liners and their families 
when employees from "up the line" got 
together for a company picnic. 

'' More than two dozen Central District 
employees, spouses and children at- 
tended the all-day event, held near 
jackson, Miss., at Ross Barnett Reservoir. 
The picnic was held in conjunction with 
a safety training program on the proper 
use of fresh air breathing equipment. 
Division Safety Representative Jim Prince 
and Senior Employee Relations Analyst 
Morris Kohnke conducted the session. 

In addition to the fun and games, 
picnickers dined on a fare which in- 
cluded harhecue~d chicken and sausage, 
complete with all the trimmings. The 
ineal was prepared by the employees. 

Eddie Brady polishes off what's left of his barbecued chicken, beans and potato salad as 
Alice Pearson Contemplates what she wants for dessert. Eddie is a Pipeliner at Jackson 
Station, and Alice Is the wife of Perry Pearson. 
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irector 
The Manufacturers Asso- 

ciation of East Chicago, Ind., 
has elected five ’ new 
directors, and Hal Schaller, 
Superintendent at  the East 
Chicago Terminal, is one. 

Hal, who has been Termi- 
nal Superintendent at  the 
Mid-Continent Division loca- 
tion for almost five years, 
was elected to a three-year 
term. His position on the 
board makes him a voting 
member of the organization. 

”Shell has been a member 
of this association ever since 
the plant opened up here 
about 50 years ago,” said Hal. 
“I t ‘s a good group, one 
which provides a valuable 
medium of exchange be- 
tween all the manufacturing 
and operating companies in 
our area.” 

Hal said the Manufacturers 
Association is composed h f  
business people in the East 
Chicago area who  meet 
periodically to discuss vital 
public and political issues 
which may effect businesses 
in the region. The group also 
publishes a weekly bulletin 
assessing the issues and 
other significant happenings 
which may have direct bear- 
ing on industry in the East 
Chicago area. 

Two new babies 
Gerry and Martha Tintle of 

New Orleans now have three 
children following the Oct  
16 arrival of a baby boy The 
child, named David Hays, 
weighed 8-lbs , 8-023 

David has an older brother, 
Mark, who i s  5, an6 a sister, 
Janet, 2. His father i s  a Land 
Agent assigned tdGulf Coast 
Division’s Technical Section 

In Central Division, Terry 
and Larry Belcher of Hobbs, 
N M I  became parents for 
the first time Nov 15 after the 
birth of a daughter The baby 
weighed 6- lbs , 15’h-ors , 
and IS named Staci Lauren 

Larry i s  a Pipeliner in the Hobbs Maintenance Crew in CD’s 
Northern District Paternal great-grandparents of the new baby 
are Leon and 1. 2. Belcher of Goldsmith, Tex. Leon, who’s 
“proud to be a great-grandfather,” i s  Operations Foreman at 
Coldsmith, part of Central Divisiop’s Western District 

David Hays Tintle 

eaths 
Ernest R. Agnew, retired 
from Products Pipe Lines on 
May 1, 1963, died Dec. 11 in 
Worchester, Mass. He i s  sur- 
vived by a cousin, Mildred 
Reynolds Statuta. 

James F. Gates, retired from 
Products Pipe Lines on Jan. 1, 
1952, died Dec. 5 in Quincy, 
111. He has no survivors. 

Willis E. Hassell, retired from 
Pipe Line on Aug. 1, 1952, 
died Nov. 9 in San Angelo, 
Tex. He is survived by his 
widow, Katie. 

William I .  Mathes, retired 
from Pipe Line on Ian. 1, 
1967, d ied Oct.  11 in  
Ardmore, Okla. He i s  sur- 
vived by his widow, Ellen. 

I 

I 

Roy I. Mickelberry, retired 
from Pipe Line on Aug. 1, 
1968, died Jan. 16 in Kilgore, 
Tex. He i s  survived by his 
widow, Bessie. 

Norma,n H. Olson, retired 
from Pipe Line on Dec. 1, 
1976, died Oct. 16 in Lima, 
Ohio. He has no survivors. 

Mary Jane Williams, retired 
from Pipe Line on Oct. 1, 
1963, died Oct. 28 in Sapulpa, 
Okla. She i s  survived by a 
niece, Alma Mart in of 
Sapulpa. 
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Mark Hunsucker 

Parade 
If you watched this year's 

Tournament of Roses Parade 
o n  television, chances are 
you might have seen Mark 
Hunsucker. He was there, 
along with the rest of the 
Aurora (Mo.) High School 
Houn' Dawg Marching Band. 

Two people you can b'et 
were glued to the tube are 
Ralph and Gladys Hun- 
sucker, Mark's grandparents. 
Ralph i s  a Pipe Line pen- 
sioner who worked in Sar- 
coxie, Mo., until he retired in 
1959. He and Gladys st i l l  live 
in Sarcoxie. 

Although Mark, 13, is in 
eighth grade, he won the 
right to accompany the 150- 
piece high school band to 
California after trying out for 
a baritone chair. It was his 
first trip to the Golden State, 
and his most vivid memory is 
that "it was a lot warmer out 
there than in Missouri!" 

The 7K-mile parade "was 
long and hard," Mark con- 
ceded, "but it was a lot of 
fun." Other highlights of the 
week-long trip, he said,.were 
two performances the band 
gave at Disneyland and a visit 
lo Universal Studios. 

ifts 
The Shell Companies 

Foundation', Inc., has an- 
nounced that the Shell 
Matching Gifts program's 
maximum contribution per 
person per calendar year has 
increased from. $1,000 to 
$2,500. The minimum contri- 
bution made'each time re- 
mains $25 per person per 
calendar year. 

The Foundation will match 
2-tor-1 all eligible contribu- 
tions to approved colleges, 
universities and private, inde- 
pendent secondary schools. 
Contributions are matched 
semi-annually, and the 
next match will be April 30. 

Through the Shell Match- 
ing Gifts program, Shell 
employees, pensioners and 
inembers of the Shell Oil 
Board contributed more than 
$540,000 to education during 
the program's first year. 

Pipe Liners wanting addi- 
tional information about 
the program should contact 
Employee Relations. 

I 
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etirement party 
More than 50 friends, relatives, pensioners and fellow 

Central Division employees turned out not long ago for a 
retirement party honoring Charlie Rackham. Charlie, a Field 
:auger at  Hobbs, retired Sept. 1 after a 27-year career with 
Pipe Line. 

Paul Wilson, Gauger Foreman at Hobbs, served as master of 
yeremonies for the event. Forrest Underwood, Northern 
aistrict Superintendent in Central Division, also was on hand 
to present Charlie b i t h  a Certiticate of Appreciation in 
recognition of the Pipe Liner's years of service to Shell. 

Prior to serving coffee and cake at the Shell Oil Conference 
Room in Hobbs, the guests presented Charlie and his wife, 
ivelyn, with a plaque and a mantel clock. 

The Rackmans plan to make their retirement home in 
rlobbs, where Evelyn sti l l  works and Charlie "keeps plenty 
?usy" with an assortment o f  odd jobs around the house and 
jard. One thing he says he i s  looking forward to is building up 
?is  model train set. 

"But most of all," he added, "I'm just looking forward to 
raking it easy. There's nothing like i t ! "  

Evelyn and Charlie Rackham 
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most Pipe Liners, safety dinners are as traditional as turkey at 
Thanksgiving. Nevertheless, only those employees with a 
four-diamond service award are likely to remember the "feed" 
pictured below. 

Safety dinners have long been a part of Pipe Line's safety 
program, and SPLC pensioner ChrisThom of Buffalo, Mo., had 
to flip way back in his photo album to come up with this picture 
of the first such meeting held in Springfield, Mo., in 1939. The 
chapter included those who worked in the old Missouri Division 

The concept of a dinner meeting followed by a discussion of 
safety practices was first proposed in 1938 at a division-wide 
supervisors' meeting in Midland, Tex. The suggestion was a 
good one, and the supervisors voted unanimously to adopt the 
idea. That marked the beginning of Pipe Line's safety dinner 
program. 

Although safety dinner meetings have been held annually 
(except during World War 11) since the concept was accepted 
that day in Midland 40 years ago, the program has continued to 
change over the years. The first safety dinners - like the one 
shown here - were for employees only and held each 
quarter of the year. Now, safety dinners are held twice 

of the Cushing-Wood river lo-Inch system. > 

'' 

and gauger crews and station personnel. 
(Another change in the safety dinner program i s  evidenced 

in this photograph, although only those with keen eyes are 
likely to notice it. Give up? Each employee has a complimen- 
tary pack of cigarettes at his place setting, a practice long 
since discontinued, according to Safety Supervisor Wayne 
Kinison.) 

The photographe'r who took this photo did an admir- 
able job of getting eyerybody into the picture, not an easy as- 
signment with a group as large as this Springfield bunch. They 
include, seated from the left, Claude Mynatt, Gilbert Smith, 
Bennie Fracker, S.B. Elenburg, Clark Wilson, Judd Whisenhunt, 
Frank Whittington, Ira Pinnell, Walter Williams, Charlie Sharon, 
J.D. McClinton, Wilson Woods, Earl Gatewood and Hurley 
Nelson. 

J.L. Mooney, L.F. Young, RJ. Williams and R.L. Richesin are 
standing near the movie screen -at the rear of the room. Yes, 
movies played a big part in Pipe Line's safety program, even 
in 1939. 

Seated on the right side of the table, from front to rear, are 
Oliver Hendrickson, Porter Skinner, Leonard Johnson, Earl 

Ginn, Jim Cline, Scottie Gilbert, Willard Scroggs, 
yearly and include employee 'spouses with pen- Sam Lorenz, Chris Thorn, Elmer Gardner, 
sioners invited to the dinners held each fall. Tony Lambert, Evert Lynn, Don 
In addition, weekly on-the-job safety Brugh, Bruce Snyder and 
meetings are held by pipeline Harold Fawley. 0 
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Texas played havoc with Pipe 
Line operations in the early 
part of1949. Crude was backed 
up at the McCamey Tank Farm 
because public service power 
lines failed at several stations 
between McCamey and the 
Red River. Ice from 'A- to, 
2'/s-inches thick formed on 
the telephone wires, snap- 
p ing many and disrupting 
communications. 

On the Cushing-Wood River 
line, stations operated "blind" 
(without communications) for 
several hours. Neither Cush- 

1st Lt. Eldon Plumlee ing nor St .  Louis were able 
to communicate during the 
down period, although the 
lines were kept operational via 
a leased teletype circuit. 

Pipe Line's first casualty in 
World War II was recorded 35 
vears aeo when 1s t  Lt. Eldon " 
Plumlee of Pioneer, Tex., was 
killed in North Africa. Eldon 
had been an extra-help laborer 
in West Texas prior to enlisting 
in the Army Air Forces. 

The Pipe Liner had worked 
for Shell from June 3, 1941, 
until three days before he 
entered the Air Forces on Dec. 
19, 1941. Eldon received two 
citations for bravery during his 
16 months of active service as a 
bomber pilot, and, at the time 
of his accident, was comman- 
der o f  his squadron. 

year 
In 1954, a detailed study of 

cost and economics of build- 
ing a pipeline out let  f rom 
the Williston Basin area of 
Montana was undertaken by 
Pipe Line at the request of 12 
interested companies. 

In early 1953, the Williston 
Basin Committee was formed 
to consider ways and means of 
building an outlet. In Septem- 
ber, Pipe Line staff members, 
together with the operators' 
committee representatives, 
developed a preliminary 

0 years report on a pipeline outlet. 
Wicked ice storms in Mis- Soon afterward. the "Deratorz 

souri, Oklahoma and West commissioned Pipe Line to 

begin the far more compre- 
hensive study, which was 
started in early1954. 

Work neared an end in lan- 
uary, 1959, on the Delta Pipe 
Line in southern Louisiana, 
with indications pointing to 
completion of a major section 
of the project by late February 
or earlv March. 

were driving along a lonely, 
snow-covered road near Al- 
zada, they came across the 
man pinned in an overturned 
jeep. At first the two had 
trouble getting near the jeep 
because of the man's large 
white shepherd, but, after 
winning the dog's confidence, 
were able to jack up the truck 
and free the injured driver. 

Gibb and Bill climbed onto 
By jan'uary, welding had 

been finished on all four sec- 
"tions, and testing had been 
successfullycompleted on two 
of  the sections. Final tie-in 

the side of the overturned 
vehicle and helped the man to 
the ground. They then drove 
him15 miles to his home. 

work on the remaining sec- 
tions was expected t o  be 
finished by about the middle 
of the month, and all river 
crossings had been tested 
successfully. Southwest Pass 
was in the final stages of con- 
struction, and only miscel- 
laneous electrical work and 
painting remained to be done 
at the Norco Terminal and 

Operation of the Michigan 
natural gas liquids pipeline 
had barely begun before plans 
were revealed for expanding 
the system. The 8-inch line 
stretches 224 miles from Kal- 
kaska to Marysville, and, when 
it came onstream, had a 
capacity of 20,000 barrels a 

Ostrica injection station. day. 
The first expansion an- 

A Belle Fourche, S.D., man 
is  lucky he met two Pipe Line 
employees one cold January 
morning in 1969 near Rocky 
Mountain Division's Alzada 
facilities. In fact, he may owe 
his life to the men. 

As Cibb Barclay, Pipeline 
Foreman at Baker, and Bill 
Riddle, Gauger at Glendive, 

nounced was th; addition of a 
1400-horsepower pumping 
station scheduled to be built at 
Nelson. Engineering design 
for the new station was well 
underway in early 1974, and 
materials were alreadv or- 
dered. 

The addition of the pro- 
posed Nelson station eventu- 
ally would boost the line's 
daily capacity to 30,000 barrels. 
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Cushing's 3 spheroid 
tanks, unique in  

Go Devil Shell Pipe, store 
butane for injection 
into the Ozark line. 
Cushing attained 
another distinction 
recently, passing 1 T 

-----. mil l ion injury-free 
man-hours. 

'* 
-.- 
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Editor 
Billye Lynn Ratliff 

Published each month for employees, 
pensioners, famrlies and friendsof Shell 
P,pe Line Corporation. A l l  corre- 
spondence should be addressed to Go 
Devil, 1591 One Shell Plaza, PO. Box 
2463, Housfon, Jeu. 77001, or to one o f  
the lollowing fieldreporters: 

Mid-Continent Division 
Indianapolis . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Laurie Burch 

Cushing ............. .Carolyn Maynard 
Wood River . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ramona Porter 

Central Division 

West Coast Division 
Los Angeles . . . . .  

Cult Coast Division 
New Orleans . . . . . .  
PL Construction . . . . . . . .  .Art LaRochelle 

"Work all 
came to t 
to Cushi 
they saw 
without i 
700,000, i 
the anxic 
mendabli 
worked \n 

And t 
millionth 
9th. It h 

Cushin 
srt - stay unhurt" recently 
)e more than a safety slogan 
ng District employees. As 
their number of man-hours 
i disabling injury approach 
ind pass 800,000, it became 
)us password to the com- 
z goal of 1,000,000 hours 
i thout  a lost-time accident. 
hey made it. The one- 
hour occurred on February 
lad taken seven years, 10 

months, and 18 days for the 48 
district employees to get there since 
the streak started o n  March 22,1971. 

While it's not possible to single 
out the person with the millionth 
hour, one employee who certainly 
deserves credit for helping to reach 
the goal is Ross Lozier, Oil Move- 
ments controller, who has been at 
the Cushing terminal since 1966, and 

I therefore the duration of this 
achievement. As a member of the 

?r (with Parsons, lefl and Feller) has been at Cushing for the full 1 million hours. 
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Oil Movements team, he maintains 
controls on the batches of oil mov- 
ing through the lines at Cushing. 

While there was no outright drive 
to get the number of accident-free 
hours higher, Lorier says they were 
all aware of the approaching time. 

”We didn’t really talk about it or 
make any special effort. We held our 
weekly safety meetings, and the time 
just rolled around.” 
, In a letter to all employees, Di- 

vision manager Lowell Beck added 
his congratulations to those of Jack 
St. Clair, Executive Vice President, 
Shell Oil Company; Shell Pipe Line 
President Jack Hurley, and Opera- 
tions manager Neil Wilson for an 
attainment unequaled in Pipe Line 
today. Accompanying the letter was 
a gift catalog from which employees 
could/choose an award for their 
personal contribution. The catalog 
contains various home, hobby and 

leisure-time gifts (see below). 
It’s the third best district record in 

Pipe Line history. Behveen 1948 and 
1964, the Odessa district recorded 
4.8 mi l l ion uninterrupted man- 
hours. And the Houston district, 
between 1954 and 1964, passed the 
1.7 million man-hours mark without 
a disabling injury, defined as one 
which causes an employee to miss a 

,scheduled workday. 
(molinuedon n m l  page) 

The Cushina crew R 
1’ J 

. t j i . ,  ~ ..<..‘y‘&~;’.. < ~ *  
< I .  

I ’~ The 48 Cushing District plastic canoes were the Healdton Maintenance ”. 
employees, named here, most popular items. It Foreman 
selected their awards they hold a regatta at the jess Wilson 

Lead Pipeliner t r o r n  a variety ot gitts such 

lames Bell as those pictured below, 
Tennis rackets and t h e  clude: 

lake on the plant grounds, 
the invitation list will in- 

District Supwintendent 
Mort Parsons 

Operalions Assistant 
Fran Gafford 

Senior Clerk 
Carolyn Maynard 

Mechanical Tech. 
Dick Aldridge 
Gene Dockray 

Corrosion Tech. 
Bill Candler 

Ekctrician C 
Phil Freeman 

Communications Tech. 
Dan Grotts 
Terry McCoy 

! 

Elecrrical Tech. 
Cuihiog 

Val Reneau 
Larry Nelson 

Al Westrope 

Cordon Kinnaird 

Healdton 

!hi la 

Supervisor, 
Oil Movements 
Gordon Feller 

Assirtant Supervisor, O i l  
Movemmts 

Bob Donaldson 

Tank Farm Gauger 
Paul Vance 
Danny Woodcock 
Mike McRill 
Lavern Boyd 

Utrlity Pipeliner 
joe Byington 

Pipeliner 
Sue Adkison 

Oi l  Movements Controller 
Ross Lozier 
Don Mackey 
Don Bunyard 
Glen Spencer 
Mike Yrovich 

Station Attendant ”A“ 
Cushing 

MidwaylRay 

Wildhorse 

Willard Patterson 

Clarence Cheesman 

Roland Fuqua 

loe Bayhylle 

A. B. King 

Chelsea 

Grand Lake 

Cushing District 
Maintenance 
Forema” 

Geep Allen 
Lead Pipeliner 

Tom Fielding 
Welder-1st 

Doug Calkins 
Buck Driver 

Rufus Glass 
Pipeliner 

CarlTarver 
RonTaylor 
Blaine Evans 
George Garner 

r 

t 

Welder-1st 
,Burt Quick 

Truck Driver ’ 
Roger Porterfield 

Pipeliner 
Debbie Adams 
Al Whitener 

Station Attendant “A” 
AlvaMims 
Pete Peterson (Boyd/ 
Pauls Valley) 

Johnny Allen 
Field Gauger 

. ~ 

I 
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Employees in nine locations con- 
tributed to this district's record. 
Those locations are Cushing, 
Healdton, Boyd Station, Midway Sta- 
tion, Ray Station, Wildhorse Station, 
Chelsea Station, Grand Lake Station, 
and Paul's Valley Station. 

In the nearly eight years of unin- 
terrupted work, the Cushing district 
has had three superintendents. Mort 
Parsons currently has the post. Be- 
fore Parsons, Milt Eichler was 
superintendent, and prior to Eichler, 
John Anderson was in the job when 
it was called manager of the Okla- 
homa Division. Anderson and Eich- 
ler are both now in Houston in Pipe 

' Line Construction. 
And a lot of the other employees 

who helped to get to1,000,000 hours 
have moved from the Cushing Dis- 
trict. Some have been transferred to 
other locations, while others are 
retired. 

Dur ing those safety meetings 
mentioned by Lorier, employees 
may see a film, discuss a safety topic 
or near-miss accident, or plan the 
safe way to do a specific job, includ- 
ing whatever protective gear they 
may need. Hard hats, safety shoes, 
and protective goggles are part of 
the safety equipment yhich i s  kept 
in daily readiness, says Bill Hom- 
righausen, Mid-Continent safety 
representative. 

But thinking about safety should 
not stop with the end of the work- 
day, he reminds all Pipe Liners. He 
figures that the majority ocall acci- 
dents happen on the road or at 
home. Accordingly, the safety rep 
tries "to instill safety-consciousness 
at all times among employees and 
their families. Be aware and careful 
around the house, especially with 
tools. I want you to have a respect 
for possible hazards." 

Meanwhile, Cushing District em- 
ployees are thinking that 2,000,000 
sounds likea nice number., , 

4 

} ~ 

j. I. . . .  " 

. .  

. ,  .. 
.. . ' (top) Roland Fuqua, Station Attendant "A", 

! Wildhorse; (left) Willard Patterson, Station 
. . . , Attendant "A", Cushing; and Dick Aldridge, 

Mechanical Technician, Cushing, are three of 
the district's employees who were a part of 
the nearly eight-year effort toward the goal 
01 1,000,000 man-hours without an accident. 



It's renewal time for those 
who took It in '76 and overdue for 
employees who've never taken it 

The bump may not even dent your 
fender; but the sign you hit i s  
damaged lightly. Nevertheless, it 
counts in the total accidents column 
for Shell Pipe Line. 

Accidents causing damage to  
vehicles or equipment rose dramati- 
cally in 1978, and quite coinciden- 
tally, it was time for all employees to 
take a refresher course in defensive 
driving. 

The National Safety' Council's 
Defensive Driving Course was first 
offered in early '76. Auto accidents 
in '75 numbered 60, and a remedy 
was in order. It worked. The number 
fell to 45 in '76 and lowered to 43 
auto accidents in '77. 

But in '78, just as the thre'e-year 
certificates were to expire, there 
were 75 incidents reported. So it was 
time for a renewal course for those 
who previously had the training and 
to train new employees who had 
never had the DDC. The main objec- 
tive, of course, i s  to reduce auto- 
mobile accidents. 

This year's course, consisting of 
eight one-hour sessions, i s  being 
given to employees in the four 
divisions and Head Office between 
Januaryand May. 

Division employees who were 
trained in Houston in December 
taught the course (see box). Some 
broke it down to four 2-hour ses- 
sions, two 4-hour sessions and one 
8-hour day. 

Along with being better drivers, 
course graduates should be saved 
from needless accidents and their 
resultant pain, expense, and grief. 
Employees in Texas who complete 
the course are eligible for a 10 
percent discount on the bodily in- 
jury, property damage, medical 
payments, and collision coverages of 
most automobile insurance policies. 

Wayne Kinison, Shell Pipe Line 
safety supervisor, says the two main 
types of auto accidents last year 
among Pipe Line employees were 
striking another vehicle in the rear 
and those committed while backing. 
"Any accident which damages 
equipment is recorded. A fender 
may be dented or a major accident 
occur; any encounter in which other 
equipment i s  damaged -even if our 
vehicle doesn't have a scratch - also 
counts," he says. 

Despite the high accident number, 
Kinison says there were only two 
minor injuries in '78 which were 
related to auto accidents. 

The National Safety Council iden- 
tified its 10 millionth defensive driv- 
ing course graduate in March; Texas 
alone'passed the one million mark in 
February. Included in this total are 
the approximately 600 Shell Pipe 
Line employees who have com- 
pleted the course thus far and are 
helping to make streets and high- 
ways safer by applying the principles 
of defensive driving. 

Instructors' trained 
Twelve Pipe Line employees were 
trained by the Safety Council of 
Greater Houston in December, 
1978, to teach defensive driving 
courses in the divisions this year. 

New instructors are, from left to 
right, Jim Prince, Gulf Coast Di- 
vision, New Orleans, Louisiana; 
Dan Rohrbacher, Mid-Continent 
Division, Zionsville, Indiana; John 
Limmer, Central Division, Mid- 
land, Texas; Grady Patten, West 
Coast Division; Anaheim, Califor- 
nia; B i l l  Homrighausen, Mid-  
Continent Division, Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Trent Showalter, Mid- 
Continent Division, Wood River, 
Illinois; Marianne McGuire, Cen- 
t ra l  Division, Kermit, Texas; 
Gerald Harper, Gulf Coast Di- 
vision, Goodrich, Texas; John 
Cornett, West Coast Division, 
Bakersville, California; Les Frank- 
lin, Head Office, Houston, Texas; 
and Gerald Johnson, Gulf Coast 
Division, St. James, Louisiana. 

Wayne Kinison, who took the 
photo, was the twelfth. 
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1 out to the unit with no could be brought back the ' I  

delay. quickest. 
Assembling the team No. 4's ignition was re- 
Eugene Island is  located on wired, and the engine, 
an offshore platform 80 pump, and gearbox were 
miles south of Morgan City, checked out. All the auto- 
Louisiana, in the Gulf Coast 
Division's Central District. stroyed, but the men were 

Perry Pearson, Central able to establish manual 
District mechanic, was in operations on unit 4 on a 
New Orleans wi th  B i l l  temporary basis. While 
Aaron, Engineering Serv- Kliewer and assistant Keith 
ices, a specialist in White Ordoyne were getting the 

,,I ,~.. I.'__, . -  ~~ . 
.-&+<..&>*'., . & 6. R . .  : ' 

-~ .. matic controls were de- '.. I(. 

Superior Engines such as 
those at Block 188, when 
they both received the call 
to assist in  assessing 
'damages. 

John Holden, Eastern 
District superintendent, 
had recently been trans- 
ferred from the Central 
District where he was an 
engineer and familiar with 
the equipment. He also 
was diverted to188. 

New Operations fore- 
man, Ray Terrell, got a lit- 
eral "trial by fire" when he 
called in. He had never 
been to188 before. 

W. J.  "Bill" Kliewer, elec- 
trical technician, joined the 
gathering crew. 

Ronald Gresham, me- 
chanical technician, and 
El l is  Moore, mechanic "A," 
both assigned to Block 188, 
also answered the call. The 
group was ready. 

But, first, there was a 
matter of cleaning up the 
building. "It was a mess," 
said F. J .  "Griff" Griffith, 
Central District superin- 
tendent. Several inches of 
salt water and foam used 
to extinguish the fire were 
on the floor and pumping 
units, in addition to the 
debris from the damaged 
building. Portions of the 
walls and roof had to be 
replaced, along with 
broken windows. 

Once the debris was 
cleared, the restoration 
team decided the least- 
damaged unit was No. 4. It 

electrical supply restored, 
Aaron and the, mechanics 
concentrated on repair to 
pump units. , 
Production restored in 
two days 
By the. afternoon of the 
24th, the crew had pump- 
ing unit 4 handling 100 per- 
cent of the restored pro- 
duction from the Central 
Gulf Gathering System. 

Due to the short duration 
of the interruption, the in- 
cident had little effect on 
the company's ability to  
move crude through those 
194 miles of Central Gulf ' 
pipe to i ts destination. No 
alternative methods were 
necessary. Production was 
simply shut in from Mon- 
dav until it started movine 

i 

, Y 
~~ 

again on Wednesday. 
Griffith credits the Pur- 

chasing and Division Tech- 
nical Engineering offices 
with expediting the return 
to service on Block 188. 
Needed parts were ordered 
and shipped in short order. 

The station wasn't at full 
"steam" with three units 
out, however. To accomo- 
date for this, Ship Shoal 
Block 28 pumping station at 
the end of the Tarpon line 
lowered its suction pres- 
sures to  take the oil from 
188, and the station was 
manned to ensure uninter- 
rupted operation. As units 
were restored in 188, this 
operation was returned to 
normal. 

It didn't take long. Unit 1 

The No. 2 pumping unit (pictured at top after the fire) sustained the 
heaviest damage. The bottom photo is a close-up of the severe 
damage to No. 2's automatic control system cabinet, which will be 
restored soon to complete all repairs. 

was operating on the 25th, 
and by the end of the 
month, January 31, the 
team had successfully re- 
stored Unit 3. Only No. 2 ,  
the most severely dam- 
aged, i s  st i l l  out for repairs, 
which should be com- 
pleted soon. 

Since the third unit was 
restored, the Eugene Island 
Block 188 pump station has 
run normally under manual 

control. Griffith estimates 
that all repairs will be com- 
pleted by May 1 when the 
control system cabinets 
are replaced. When a l l  
replacement equipment 
has arrived, Gene Sher- 
win, Central Division man- 
ager, predicts 188, with i t s  
rebuilt equipment, wi l l  
operate better than ever, 
quietly sending crude to 
the Midwest. 
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Pipeline people 

Torn ado ! 
The swift and often volatile 
changes in weather condi- 
tions in the spring bring with 
them the possibility of a tor- 
nado to many areas of Pipe 
Line country. If a tornado 
warning i s  broadcast for your 
area, here's how to use your 
television or radio as a warn- 
ing device. 
To use your television set 

First, tune in channel 13. 
Darken the screen to almost 
black, using the brightness 
control. 

Second, turn to channel 2, 
and leave the volume control 
down. Your tornado detec- 
tion device now i s  in opera- 
tion. Lightning will produce 
momentary white b'ands of 
varying widths across the 
screen of a black-and-white 
TV; color sets produce COIL 
ored bands. A tornado within 
15 to 20 miles will produce a 
totally white screen and re- 
main white (color on color 
sets). Should this occur, turn 
off your television, take your 
portable radio, and seek a 
place of shelter immediately. 

This system works because 
every TV set has channel 2 
and 55 megacycles. Lightning 
and tornados generate a sig- 
nal near this frequency 
which overrides the bright- 
ness control. 
To use your radio 

Use a portable radio for 
emergency instructions and 
in case of power failure. If 
the radio i s  tuned to the 550 
kilocycle band, lightning will 
cause intermittent static. A 
tornado will cause steady, 
continuous static. 

Most homes have these 
two warning devices. Em- 
ployeei might want to keep 
these instructions on hand 
during the tornado season. 

Tyke I i n e rs 

Nancy Ann Braud 

Gerald Braud, gauger oper- 
ator A at St. James, i s  a father 
for the first time with the 
arrival on January 5 of an 
N b . ,  4-02, baby girl. Gerald 
and his wife, Leona, named 
her Nancy Ann. 

Gary 1. McWhirter, electri- 
cal technician at Patoka, and 
his wife, Donna, receqtly be- 
came parents for a second 
time, following the Decem- 
ber 3,1978, birth of a daugh- 
ter. The 7-lb., 5 02. girl is 
named Sheri Erin. 

The McWhirters also have 
a7-year-old daughter, Lori. 

Randy and joann Samons 
became first-time parents on 
January 26 when their son, 
Justin Matthew, was born. 
The baby weighed 9 Ibs., 3% 
oz., and was 27% inches 
long. 

Randy is a lead pipeliner at 
Zionsville. 

I. Bruce Shepherd and his 
wife, Melinda, announce the 
arrival of Amy Jo on March 
16. The baby girl weighed 
9-lbs., 6 02. and was 21 
inches long. She joins a 
sister, Z%-year-old Stacey 
Marie, at  home. 

Bruce is a second class 
operator at Wood River. 

. I  

just in Ma t thew samons 

Amy Jo Shepherd 

Heimlich 
Safety-conscious people 
generally associate using the 
Heimlich maneuver with sav- 
ing the life of a person who 
i s  chok ing on food. Les 
Franklin, Pipe Line Opera- 
tions, Regulation and Main- 
tenance Standards, put it to 
another good use in January. 

Franklin was in a cohort's 
office when the next-door- 
neighbor walked i n  and 
made it known that he 
couldn't breathe and was 
choking. When two slaps on 
the back didn't open up the 
air passageway occluded by a 
gaseous buildup, Franklin 
remembered the Heimlich 
technique, and that did the 
trick. 

Franklin, a certified defen- 
sive driving- instructor, says 
he learned about the maneu- 
ver in the Pipe Line safety 
newsletter, in other maga- 
zines, and on television. And 
while choking on food i s  
the main culprit, be alert 
to other causes of breathing 
difficulties. 
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Graduates: 
An annual feature o f  Go 
Devil is a special section 
honor ing the graduating 
sons and daughters of Pipe 
Line employees. If your child 
is in the Class of '79, here's 
the first call for pictures. 

As usual, the section will 
feature both high school and 
college graduates. Although 
a 4x5-inch glossy black- 
and-white photograph i s  
preferred, any head-and- 
shoulders photo w i l l  do, 
providing it i s  clear and in 
focus. 

In addition to the photo- 
graph, the following infor- 
mation should be submitted: 
student's ful l  name; the 
appropriate school or  col- 
lege; school activities and 
honors; and future plans. G o  
Devil also needs to know 
the name of the parentb), 
job classification, and work 
location. 

Please do not write on the 
back of the photographs. 
Securely attach the informa- 
tion sheet to the print. All 
photos will be returned. 

The deadline for pictures is 
May 31. Submit the desired 
material to: 

Go Devil 
One ShellPlaza - 1591 
P. 0. Box 2463 
Houston, TX 77001 

Deaths 
lohn S. Cooper, retired from 
Products Pipe Lines on May 
1, 1963, died Jan. 31. He i s  
survived by a daughter, Carol 
Hickle, of Merrillville, In. 

Ol l ie  K. Eggleson ret i red 
from Shell Pipe kine Corp. 
on January 1, 1953, died Feb- 
ruary 27. He i s  survived by 
his widow, Eva, of Locust 
Grove, Oklahoma. 

Robert E. Mebane, retired 
from Shell Pipe Line Corp. 
on March 1, 1961, died Jan. 
28. He is survived by his 
widow, Ruth, of Austin, Tx. 

Maurice 1. Osborne, retired . 
from Shell Pipe Line Corp. 
on August 1, 1947, died Jan. 
20, i n  Hardinsburg, Ky. He 
has no survivors. 

James 1. Regan, retired from 
Products Pipe Lines on July 1, 
1961, died March 18. He i s  
survived by his widow, Edna, 
of Plano, Tx. 

William F. Steinlicht, retired 
from Shell Pipe Line Corp. 
on Sept. 1, 1963, died Febru- 
ary 22 in Hudson, FI. He is 
survived by his widow, Mar- 
garet; two daughters; and six 
grandchildren. 

Warren Tom Williams, station 
attendant at Brownsville, Tn., 
died a t  home on February13. 
He is survived by his widow, 
Virginia; a son, Clayton; and 
a daughter, Jennifer. 

Retirement parties 
The Ramada Inn in jnplin, Missouri, was the site of the January 
25th retirement party honoring Robert Ell is Carman. Bob 
retired as a maintenance foreman at Neosho following41 years 
with Shell Pipe Line. 

In retirement, Bob is returning to his starting point, Cushing, 
Oklahoma, where~he was hired as a laborer on October 31, 
1937. He and his wife, Grace, have bought a new home there ~ 

where he plans to keep him- 
self busy in his workshop 
being a handyman fQr him- 
self and his friends. 

The Black and Decker Ad- 
justable Work Mate Bob re- 
ceived from his more than 25 
friends and relatives at the 
party will see plenty of ac- 
tion, accordingto his plans. 

Along with his wife, Bob's 
daughter, son-in-law, and ~. 
daughter-in-law attended Ga§l; Garman 
the festivities at which C. 0. Cast, superintendent, Wood River 
district, presented the honoree with a 41-year Certificate of 
Appreciation and a memory book. 

Eighty-three friends and relatives helped R. M. "Cotton" 
Sizemore,round out more than 35 years of service with Shell 
Pipe Line at a retirement party on January27. Among the guests 
enjoying ice cream and cake at the Hamlin, Texas, High School 
Cafeteria were Cotton's wife, Frances, and his three daughters. 

The fishing rod, reel, and bait box Cotton and his wife each 
received will no doubt be put to.work as the Sizemores tour 
the country in their new pickup truck and travel trailer. Their 
base of operations will continue to be Hamlin, where Cotton 
has spent his past 17 years with Pipe Line as a station operator, 
station attendant, and utility gauger. 

Master of ceremonies at the party, where the Sizemores also 
received an electric coffee pot with timer and cash, was R. V. 
Klepper, gauger foreman at Hamlin. C. L. Moynier, Eastern 
District superintendent in the Central Division, also was on 
hand to present Cotton with a Certificate of Appreciation in 
recognition of the Pipe Liner's years of service. 

Frances 
Sizemore 
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Mileposts 

Personnel 
changes 

1. R. Barefield 
from Utility Pipeliner 
to Pipeliner 
CD-McCamey to Big Spring 

R. E. Foster lr. 
from Pipeliner 
to Utility Gauger 
CD- Brownfield t o  Hamlin 

H. Baker 
from Pipeliner 
to Field Gauger 
CD-Goldsmith 

E. W. Hester 
from Corr. C 
to Corr. B 
CD-Midland 

I. D. Busby 
from Pipeliner (6-12 mos.) 
to Pipeliner 
CD-McCamey 

1. D. Moyers 
from Pipeliner (6-12 mos.) 
to Pipeliner 
CD- Wasson 

T. W. Ferguson 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6-12 mos.) 
CD-Hobbs 

B. A. Matherne 
from Corr. C 
to Corr. B 
CCD- Pine Grove 

C. C. Fournet 
from Accounting Assistant 
to Office Assistant 
CCD- New Orleans to Norco 

I. C. Falkenbury 
from Pipeliner 
toTank Farm Gauger 
CD- Brownfield to McCame) 

T. I. Nolan 
from Transfer Attendant 
to Product Storage Attendant 
CCD- St. James to Napoleanville 

I. 1. Adams 
from Dist. Supt. (Eastern Dirt.) 

E. Foster 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
CCD- Pasadena 

M. W. Davis 
from Pipeliner (12 mos.) 
to Utility Pipeliner 
CCD- St. James 

A. I. Morel Ir. 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
CCD- Nairn 

C. P. Caotreau 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner(6 mas) , 
CCD- St. lames 

1. R. Ohnesorge 
from Pipeliner 
to Delivery Gauger 
GCD-Pasadena 

R. H. Foster 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
GCD-Belle Chasse 

D. C. Cloud 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6  mos.) 
GCD-Belle Chasse 

I. R. McCuire 
from Mechanic C 
to Mechanic B 
CCD- Empire 

H. W. Popp 
from PipelinerTruck Driver 
to Sta. Attendant A 
CCD- Pasadend 

1. Lewis 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
CCD- St. lames 

I. K. Reid 
from Operations Foreman 
to Sr. Operations Asst. 
CCD- Norco 

I 

C. R. Orrell 
from Pipeline Welder1 
to MI&. Foreman 
MCD- Patoka 

I .  K. Mansell lr. 
from Comm. B 
to Comm. A 
MCD - Wood River 

R. W. Thompson 
from Pipeliner 
toTerminal Operator 
MCD-zionsvik to Muncie 

R. D. Samons 
from Terminal Operator 
to Lead Pipeliner 
MCD - Lima to Zionsvik 

I. E. Abell lr. 
from Pipeliner 
to Station Attendant 
MCD - Kalkaska to Nelson 

W. 1. Hays 
from Pipeliner 
to Oil Mvmnt. Cont. Trainee 
CCD- St. James 

C. C. Goings 
from Sr. Ofc. Asst. 
toCauger 
CCD- Pasadena toGibson 

R. H. Terrell 
Operations Foreman 
CCD-Nairn toGibson 

R. A. Arnadee 
from Transfer Attn. 
toMeterMeas. Mech. C 
CCD- St. lames 

R. 1. Smith 
from Meter Meas. Mech. C 
to Electrician C 
CCD- Sorrento to Norco 

I. W. Holden 
from Dist. Engineer 
to Dist. Supt. (Eastern Dist.) 
CCD-St. lames to Norco 

R. M. Wohlgemuth 
from Comm. Electrician 
to Comm. Technician 

I. I. Folse 
from Transfer Attendant 
to Oil Mvmt. Cont. Trainee 
CCD-St. lames 

I. M. Beard 
from Meter Meas. Mech. C 
to Meter Meas. Mech. B 
CCD- Sorrento 

C. B. Merkord 
from Delivery Gauger 
to Sr. Ofc. Assistant 
CCD - Pasadena 

M. D. Biddle 
from $ipeliner 
to Mechanic C 
GCD - Pasadena 

A. I. Scioneaux 
from Corrosion C 
to Corrosion B 
CCD-Gibson 

A. 1. Harper 
from Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
to Pipeliner(l2 mos.) 
MCD - Neosho 

R. A. Meek 
Lead Pipeliner 
CD-Euniceto Hamlin 

R. R. Roberts 
from Station Attendant 
to Ooerations Foreman 

E. D. Smith 
from Pipeliner 
to Field Gauger 
CD-Baker 

F. R. Polasek 
from Pipeliner 
to PipelineTruck Driver 
CCD - Pasadena 

W. D. Chumley 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
GCD-Pasadena 

B. G. Hobson 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
CCD - Pasadena 

1. F. Sotomavor 

E. B. Charlton 
from Dist. Engineer 
to Dist.Supt. 
MCD (Wood River) to 
CD (Newcastle) 

C. A. Culver Ir. 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6-12 mos.) 
CD- Wasson 

R. I. Knocke Ir. 
MCD- N ~ I S O ~  to Marysville from Pipeliner 

to Operations Foreman 
CD- Big Spring M. A. Cummings 

from Sr. Oper. Asst. 
toSupv. Oil Mvmt. 
CCD- Norco 

WCD-Nlmington to Oilfields 

R. B. l e e  lr. 
from Pioeliner 

C. I. Bennet 
from Comm. B 
to Comm.Tech. 
CCD - Pasadena to Katy 

D. 1. Eldridge 
from Utility Pipeliner 
to Electrician C 
CCD-St. lames 

C. R. Hughes 
from Pipeliner 
to Lead Pipeliner 
CD-Hendrickto Hobbs 

c. 1. Ivory 
from Utility Gauger 
to Field Gauger 
CD- Hamlin to Eunice 

B. I. Callahan 
from Pipeliner 
to Pipeline Truck Driver 
GCD- Belle Chasse 

I. 0. Jacobs 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mas.) 
CCD- Pasadena 

to Dist. Supt.'(Southwestern Dist.) 
CCD- Norco 
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Shell 
welcomes 

D. K. lacobs 
Analyst 
Head Office 
Purchasing 

H. M. Cooper 
Utility Pipeliner 
CD - McCamey 

C. D. flrod 
Laborer 
CD-Hendrick 

H. R. Crawford 
Laborer 
CD- Newcastle 

C. B. Treadwell 
Laborer 
CD-Hamlin 

D. K. Helton 
Laborer 
CD- Brownfield 

M. H. Tubbs 
Laborer 
CD- Brownfield 

R. E. Boswell 
Engineer 
CCD- New Orleans 

G .  Collier 
25 years - April 

I .  Freitas, Ir. 
30years- March 

M. M. Coattes 
Accounting Assistant 
CCD- New Orleans 

I. A. Wells 
Communications B 
CCD-Pasadena 

D. M. Carter 
Communications B 
CCD- New Orleans 

M. E. Haynes 
Electrician A 
CCD- Pasadena 

E. H. McKie 
Communications C 
GCD- Douglass 

V. R. Parish 
Laborer 
CCD- Jackson 

C. E. Om 
Laborer 
CCD- Pasadena 

M. C. Soraouru 
Typist 
CCD- New Orleans 

R. D. Hertsel 
Laborer 
CCD-Norco 

R. I. Rodriguez 
'Laborer 
CCD-Sorrento 

P. P. Powell 111 
Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
MCD-Neosho 

B. T. Callagher 
Laborer 
MCD- Kalkaska 

R. I. LaCost 
Laborer 
MCD- Kalkaska 

-- 

a 

Service 
anniversaries 

I. Freitas Ir. 
WCD- Long Beach 
30 years (March) 

T. L. Scarborough 
CD- Eunice 
30years (April) 

C. Collier 
MCD - Zionsville , 25years (April) 

C. P. Ross 
. WCD- Bloomfield 

25 years (March) 

M. C. Sieben 
MCD - Argo 
25 years (April) 

E. R. Tubberville 
WCD- Bakersfield 
20 years (March) 

I. M. Adams 
CD- Wasson 
15years (March) 

E. Aragon 
WCD- Bloomfield 
15years (Match) 

W. R. Brown 
WCD- Bloomfield 
15 years (March) 

C. B. Campbell 
CD- E l  Paso 
15 years (March) 

R. V. Klepper 
CD-Hamlin 
15 years (March) 

K. R. Pins 
GCD-Oakland 
15 years (March) 

3 . rc.\ 
t- 

I. F. Province 
CD- E l  Paso 
15 years (March) 

R. R. Robinson 
CCD-Kilgore 
15 years (March) 

I. W. Sample 
CCD-Gibson 
15years (April) 

I. R. Siddall 
CD-Eunice 
15 years (March) 

C.A.S ith 
CD-zdessa 
15years (March) 

R. 1. Stuart 
CCD- Jackson 
15years (March) 

W. C. Walker 
CD-Hendrick 
15 years (March) 

M. S. Wilson 
CCD- New Orleans 
15 years (March) 

D. F. Carrere 
CCD - Venice 
10 years (April) 

L. M. Coert 
WCD - Simi 
10 years (April) 

Retirements 

I. T. Bushong 
Field Gauger 
CD - Goldsmith 

1. P. Clear 
Comm. Tech. 
WCD- Oilfields 

W. E. Duncan 
Comm.Tech. 
MCD- Indianapolis 

R. E. Carman 
Maintenance Foreman 
MCD-Neosho 

W. F. Crammer 
Field Gauger 
CCD- Kilgore 

W. Hale. Ir. .. 
Operations Foreman 
CD-Big Spring 

H. M. Luttrell 
Operations Foreman 
MCD-Marysville 

I. Mills 
Electrical Technician 
CD-Kermit 

R. M. Sizemore 
Utility Gauger 
CD-Hamlin 

R. 1. Waldron 
Station Attendant 
CD - El Dorado 

m3" 
W. F. Grarnrner 

Retired - March 

R. W. Cuthrie R. L. Mitchel l  C .  P. Ross M. C. Sieben 1. P. Clear 
30 years - February 30 years - February 25 years - March 25 years - April Retired -April 
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35 years ago 

The Bayou Pipe Line System, 
300 miles of products pipeline 
extending from Houston and 
Texas City, Texas, to Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, on February 
15 completed a year of service 
to the nation's war effort. 

The Bayou System 15 a 
triumph of the salvage man's 
art, for every mile of pipe that 
went in to  i t s  construction 
came f rom obsolescent 
equipment earmarked for the 
junkman, or from crude oil 
pipelines which were less vit- 
ally needed at the moment. 

Glances backward 

- 
The pumps in the pumping 

stations, and the motors that 
power them, together with 
many of the incidental fittings, 
were either carefully taken 
from other uses or from re- 
tired stocks also earmarked for 
the junkman and put to work 
on the new system. In most 
cases, i t  was necessary to 
shape construction plans to fit 
available reconditioned 
equipment, rather than simply 
planning the line to the re- 
quirements of the job. 

The Bayou Pipe Line origi- 
nally was projected in 1942 to 
feed the Plantation Pipe Line, 

running from Baton Rouge to 
Richmond, Virginia, d i rect  
f rom Gulf Coast refineries. 
The Pipe Line subsidiaries of 
six major oil companies coop- 
erated to finance privately this 
$8 million emergency project, 
and the Shell Pipe Line Cor- 
poration was selected by the 
subscribing companies to de- 
sign and construct the Bayou 
System and to operate it for 
the duration. 

25 years ago 

Plans for the construction of a 
products pipeline from Shell 
Oil Company's Norco Refinery 
to the Maryland Tank Farm of 
the Plantation Pipe Line near 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, have 
been announced by Shell Pipe 
Line. 

The line will be of 12-inch 
diameter, running about 65 
miles under varying terrain, 
including a two-mile stretch 
across the Bonnet Carre Spill- 
way just west of the Norco 
refinery, and through nearly 12 
miles of swampland. Con- 
struction i s  scheduled to begin 
about April 1, with the comple- 
tion date set for mid-summer. 

20 years ago 

Take out "dumbbells", put in 
round rubber balls, and prod- 
ucts mixing is cut in half. This 
is essentially what Shell Oil 
Company has proved on i ts  
250-mile( Nor th Line f rom 
Wood River to East Chicago. 
" The newer type of mechan- 
ical separator placed between 
two product tenders i s  proving 
much more effective than the 
dumbbells, rubber disks at- 
tached to each end of a metal 
bar. The new separator, 
developed after approximately 
four  years of research, i s  
basically a ho l low rubber 
spheroid inflated with water or 
a mixture of water and anti- 
freeze. Fitting snugly into the 
pipe, spheroids are placed at 
intervals between tenders. By 
this method, interfacial mixing 
i s  cut from approximately 700 
to 300 barrels over the 250- 
mile stretch. 

15 years ago 

This key point  on the 
McCamey-Cushing 10-inch 
line can now be operated re- 
motely by the dispatcher in 
Cushing. The five-month pro- 
ject was completed in the first 
week of March. 

Basic to the new system is  
supervisory equipment at both 
Cushing and Healdton. If the 
Cushing dispatcher desires to 
change any aspect of station or 
tank farm operations at 
Healdton, the instructions are 
transmitted instantaneously 
over the Healdton-Cushing 
microwave. 

5 years ago 

Caplin~e, the nation's largest 
crude oil pipeline, is expand- 
ing again. The current expan- 
sion, number 14, includes the 
building of six new pump sta- 
t ions. When completed i n  
1974, the 40-inch diameter line 
will have increased i t s  design 
capacity to 793,000 barrels per 
day. 

The 634-mile long, jointly- 
owned Capline has a proj- 

As part of the;continuing ected ultimdte design capacity 
modernization program, of 1.1 million barrels per day 
Healdton Station in Oklahoma which will be reached when 
has been converted to a re- expansions 15 through 20 are 
mote operation status. completed. 
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Southwestern district formed in GCD 

“If it boils, it’s mime” 

Johnny Adams, superintendent of 
the new GCD Southwestern district, 
says the easiest way to describe the 
contents of the lines he now over- 
sees is ”If you set a cup of it in a 
room and it boils, it’s mine.” That’s 
to differentiate his responsibilities, 
in overlapping territories, from John 
Holden’s Eastern district lines, which 
carry crude and product with a va- 
por pressure below that of the 
atmosphere. 

Adams’ district, created January 1 
from areas previously incorporated 
into the Eastern district, generally i s  
referred to as the ”chemical district.” 
It includes approximately 580 miles 
of  p ipe t ranspor t ing propane, 
ethane, propylene, and butane to 
Norco and ethylene to Deer Park for 
manufacture into finished chemical 
products. 

“Don‘t even attempt to draw it out 

on a map,”Adams jokingly cautions. 
In general, the new district encom- 
passes the Yscloskey-Toca-Norco 
and Crawfish-Norco raw make sys- 
tems (sounds like a Cajun festival!); 
the Norco/Sorrento butane and 
propane systems; the  Norco /  
Sorrento/Geismar/Napoleonville 
e thy lene system; the  Norco /  
Sorrento/Avondale propylene sys- 
tem ; N o  rco  / So r re  n t o/Te b o  n e 
ethane system; Lake Ponchatrain/ 
Norco gas line; and the 254-mile 
Texas-Louisiana ethylene line cur- 
rently under construction, 

His group of 25 employees, a 
number he estimates will grow to 
about 40 within a year, also maintains 
several Shell Oil and Chemical lines 
in the area. 

Holden‘s Eastern district pipes the 
Delta System crude, along with 
t ranspor t i ng  p roduc ts  in t h e  

Adarns, Holden, and Cumrnings are included in 
the management group tor the new control 
center 

I 

Norco/Kenner and Norco/Baton 
Rouge systems. In the realignment, 
another responsibility for the East- 
ern district is the measurement func- 
tion of the Central Gulf Gathering 
System and the Main Pass Gathering 
System. 

As may be deduced from the areas 
covered, both districts are head- 
quartered at Norco. To meet in- 
creased demand far office space and 
for coordination of product move- 
ment, a new building is under con- 
struction which w i l l  house the 
Southwestern district personnel and 
the GCDs third Oil Movements 
Control Center. The center wi l l  
monitor both districts. 

“With this new control center, we 
will have the capability to operate 
and monitor 30 lines, including the 
length  o f  t he  SEANET (Texas- 
Louisiana ethylene) system,” says 
Max Cummings, supervisor, Oil 
Movements.  with the continuing 
activity in the chemical sector, we’ve 
got more lines coming into our 
system all the time.” 

Controllers for the new center 
now are b e i n g  t ra ined  at t h e  
Pasadena and St. James terminals. 
When t h e i r  new quar ters  are 
opened, scheduled for August, they 
will operate a computer system with 
six cathode ray tube screens and the 
capability to store the complete set 
of business transactions for the cen- 
terfor32 days. 

The new control center area is  
windowless. Cummings explains 
why. ”It’s mainly to eliminate the 
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Pictured with Griffin. assistant operafions fore- 
man (right), is Doug Schexnaydel; a welder af 
SL. James, who is on special assignrnenf as a 
senior inspector af Sorrento for the durafion of 
[his projecf. The [win-tower dryer is picfured 

, ., 4 below. 

Under Rufus' 
watchfuleye: New PrOpylene dryer built at Sorrento 
Rufus the alligator calls the swamp- 
lands around the Sorrento office 
home. His visits to the mud bank 
behind the office have made him 
a notorious figure among the em- 
ployees there for more than ten 
years. And he's quick to chase off 
any other reptile which tries to 
impinge on his domain. 

While Rufus may be able to in- 
timidate other alligators, he'sgoing 
to have to learn a lesson in sharing 
his territory with the addition of a 
new propylene dryer to the other 
projects at the Sorrento dome stor- 
age facility. 

The twin-tower, 50,000-barrel 
capacitydryer is the latest addition 

to the facility, which includes salt 
dome storage and drying capqbilities 
for propane, ethane, and propylene. 
It is being constructed to meet the 
anticipated need for double the 
storage and drying capacity when 
the Olefins Processing Unit 5 goes 
on-stream at Norco in1981 for the 
manufacture of propylene and 
ethylene. 

When the propylene is  pumped 
out of storage, water content must 
be removed before it is transported 
to the refinery. With the new Sor- 
rento facility, the chemical-grade 
propylene will be dried out through 
a silicone dessecant to less than ten 
parts per million of water. 

"The two-tower construction 
gives the operators the ability to 
switch from one tower to the other 
when the drying agent is saturated," 
says A. C. "Criff" Griffin, assistant 
operations foreman, Sorrento. 
"While the.propylene is  pumped 
through one tower, the dessecant 
in the other i s  dryingout, ready 
for use again." 

The dryer, which has a projected 
completion date of July, i s  owned by 
Shell Chemical and will be operated 
by Shell Pipe Line. The construction 
is estimated to cost $2 million. 

neighborhood. 
Meanwhile, Rufus patrols the 

glare problem on the screens. With 
the amount of activity we'll have 
through here and six screens to 
monitor, we can't allow for distrac- 
tions. And no type of glass can 
satisfactorily eliminate all glare." 

Af ter  t he  comple t ion  o f  t he  
Clovelle/Norco crude line and the 
NorcoiCaryville products line in 
1981, the amount of throughput per 

day Cummings referred to is esti- value of the products and crude 
mated to average 500,000 barrels of controlled through this new center 
crude; 530,000 barrels of oil pro- will be the greatest in Shell Pipe. 
ducts; and, by the third quarter of "Capline moves a larger quantity, 
this year, 45,000 barrels of chemical but with chemical prices being what 
products. Ethylene production total- they are and rising, we have the 
ling 165,000 pounds per hour also is  more expensive product." 
monitored here. This will double 
when OP5 comes on stream in 1981. 

Cummings says that the dollar 
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Tom Feller is well aware that his job 
performance indirectly affects more 
than 120,000 people each day. He is  
one of four meter station operators 
at the Des Plaines plant who perform 
quality checks on the thousands of 
barrels of Shell Jet A which go to 
Chicago‘s O’Hare Field on a daily 
basis. Constant vigilance by Tom and 
his cohorts ensures that this fuel 
remains uncontaminated, free of any 
impurity which could affect airplane 
engine performance. 

Shell i s  the largest supplier of 
turbine fuel to O’Hare, the country’s 
busiest airport. Ma the North Line 
pipeline from the Wood River Refin- 
ery, and working through contrac- 
tors who do the actual servicing of 
the planes, Shell jet fuel powers 65 
percent of the 1700 flights per day 
which take off on a carefully moni- 
tored pattern with only seven sec- 
onds between them. To give you an 
idea how many that is, watching 
planes taxi away from a !oading area 
brings visions of 5 o‘clock freeway 
traffic, as they nudge each other and 
wait their turns to get .out on the 
runway. 

Two distinct distribution systems 
provide this quantity of fuel to the 
airport through Des Plaines.-One is  
the 1000 System and the other is the 
800 System, so named, says Sonny 
Sneary, Des Plaines Plant superin- 
tendent, for the number of barrels 
per hour they can pump. 

“The 1000 System serves only 
United and American Airline flights, 
both Shell’s and the airport‘s biggest 
customers. While Shell provides the 
fuel, the actual servicing of the two 
airlines’ planes is  done by Lockheed 
Air Terminal, which has its own 
pipeline from Des Plaines to the 
airport,” he says. 

Des Plaines’ other Jet A system, 
the 800 System, i s  Shell-owned and 
primarily supplies Butler Aviation, 
another contractor which services 

Feller (left) shows fhe fine consistency of the 
clay in a damaged 800 System filfer. 

Allegheny, Piedmont, Flying Tigers, 
Air France, KLM, British Airways, and 
a number of other domestic and 
international lines. 

To ensure that Shell’s jet fuel 
meets top-notch specifications, 
numerous filterings and four quality 
checksare applied to everytender of 
turbine fuel which flows into Des 
Plainp. As soon as one starts to flow 
through the 95,000-barrel-per-day 
capacity North Line, Tom Feller-or 
Gary Yearling, Sandra Beck, or John 
Martin - i s  called to action, any time 
of day, seven days a week - the 
times people fly. 

As soon as the North Line surfaces 
in Des Plaines, it divides into sepa- 
rate lines for gasoline and oil, with 
the contents of .the former to be 
distributed to Shell‘s gasoline cus- 
tomers in the Midwest. 

As to the oil line, it further sub- 
divides into that aviation fuel which 
goes to Lockheed (the 1000 System) 
.and the Shell 800 System. On the 
800, prefilters, which look like large 
automobile gasoline filters, take out 
any large particles in the fuel. I t  then 
is  moved to clay “pots” for fine 
cleaning, where 96 clay filters in 

each of the four remove any surfac- 
tants and water. 

”The pots run two at a time,” says 
Feller, “with a normal life expectancy 
of 250,000 barrels. When it’s time to 
change them, the operation must be 
done manually. It takes two people 
about five hours to do it, as it 
involves changing 192 filters (two 
‘pots with 96 filters each).” 

From the pots, the fuel runs to a 
“day” tank where it waits to be called 
into duty for Butler or one of the 
other customers. 

The filterings for the 1000 System 
are distinct from those for the 800. 
Following the prefilters, where water 
and sludge are removed, the fuel 
flows to the top of two of four 
specially-designed clay towers and is  
released to run down through 60,000 
pounds of Georgia clay. A tour 
through a paper postfilter, one more 
check against contamination, com- 
pletes the run. 

The clay towers run two at a time, 
also, sustaining the barrage of two 
mi l l ion  barrels o f  jet  fuel  ( the 
throughput for 2% months, on the 

oonllnoedon nexlpage 
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(Right) Felier and his cohorts daily perform 
' numerous quality checks lo ensure that Shell 

turbine fuel meets Jet A and beller standards. 
(Belowj Fuel filtered through the clay towers of 
the 7000 System runs down through 30,000 
pounds of Georgia clay per lower. 

average) before needing t o  be 
changed. 

"The Argo maintenance crew is  to 
be called in for this operation," 
Feller continues. "They shovel out 
this spent clay. Thena specially de- 
signed truck delivers fresh clay to 
the plant and 'blows' it into the 
towers." 

Quality checks are carried out on 
each shipment both before it enters 
the f i l t ra t ion system and when 
the cleaning is complete, to see that 
Jet  A and better standards are 
maintained. 

The four main methods of testing 
at Des Plaines include the millipore 
test - a visual color comparison 
against designated shades in a con- 
trol chart; the Constant Volume 

Drop Test (CVDT) - a test of the 
length of time it takes for a sodium 
hydroxide solution bubble to drop 
off the end of a seven-millimeter 
needle (a50 second CVDT is  average 
for unfiltered products; 100 is  the 
minimum acceptable CVDT for fil- 
tered fuel); an Aqua-Glow water 
detector for parts;per-million -the 
water must be closely monitored as 
it cannot be tolerated in jet fuel; and 
a pressure differential check on the 
clay filters to determine when they 
are spent. 

"Any jet fuel which passes through 
Des Plaines i s  filtered and refiltered, 
checked and rechecked, both here 
and at the airport facilities," says 
Feller. "Butler filters the fuel into i ts 
tanks, where it's stored for truck 
distribution to i ts flights. Lockheed 
takes i ts fuel in by pipe and stores it 
under pressure in satellite locations 
around the airport. When needed by 
United or American, i t 's  fi ltered 
again and pumped into the plane by 
means of a hydrant system." 

The effect the current supply situ- 
ation will have on Shell at O'Hare is a 
question which certainly arises. One 
way in which Shell has an advantage 
in this market is its ownership of a 
proprietary pipeline in the proximity 
of O'Hare. 

"Using a pipeline is  the most 
efficient way to deliver fuel into this 
area of the country - barges can't 
go through frozen rivers and lakes- 

and Shell is the only company with a 
proprietary line," says Sneary. "The 
others must use common carriers. 
This was the main reason why Shell 
was able to maintain i t s  supply 
situation in  '78, averaging 35,000 
barrels per day." 

Deregulation has meant more 
routes in '79 while supply tightened. 
Aviation turbine fuel in May was 
allocated o n  the basis of 95 percent 
of base volume at all locations. Bob 
Griswold, manager, Airlines Sales, 
says Shell recognizes i t s  social re- 
sponsibility to the airlines supplied, 
as well as airtravel customers. 

"O'Hare i s  a key airport, being 
home base to United, which makes 
255 flights per day. We will do our 
utmost to make as much turbine fuel 
available as possible, recognizing 
that the industry has grown with 
deregulation. Shell has a historical 
position to maintain in the aviation 
field." 

Along w i th  quantity, tha t  h is-  
torical position includes quality. 
Tom Feller, in attesting to the latter, 
says it's the best fuel going. "1 
sincerely believe that Shell is pro- 
ducing and distributing a clean, 
top-rate product." 
(Editor's note: Effective June 1, Feller 
was transferred to the Wood River 
Refinery where, as O i l  Movements 
Controller, he will coordinate pro- 
duct flow from Wood River to Des 
Plaines.) 
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Project 
Coordination: 

New venture liaison 
I t  was a piecemeal pro- 
cess. Initiatinga pipeline- 
related project may have 
meant consulting with 
three or four departments 
or organizations for plan- 
n,ing, design, and execu- 
tion. Then the user had to  
go back to each of them 
whenever a change was 
suggested or the cost 
figure was re-evaluated. 
Authorities were widely 
spread out. 

That was prior to  last 
August, when a manage- 
ment study concluded that 
a group with project coor- 
dination responsibilities 
was needed. Project Coor- 
dination now is in place 
and rolling, with a project 
roster currently numberihg 
106. 

According to Frank Lee, 
manager, the working or- 
ders of his group are “to 
develop a project’s prem- 
ises with users to then en- 
able engineers to estimate 
costs and requirements 
properly, and,finally, to 
assist in presenting the 
premiseand estimate to 
management for review 
and approval.” 

role between users with a 
newventurein mindand 
the implementation de- 
partments. It eliminates the 
“back-and-forth” and con- 
centrates the role on Lee 
and his employees: Fred 
Hill and Gene Landry, 
senior pipeline representa- 
tives; John Niemeyer, 

The group plays a liaison 

senior engineer; and Terry 
Silva, office secretary. 

Clients are numerous. 
Shell Oil groups include 
Chemical, perhads the 
department’s biggest cus- 
tomer right now: E&P; 
Raw Materials Supply; Pro- 
ducts Supply; and Mining 
Ventures. 

is necessary with outside 
users, too. Enterprise 
Products, Exxon, Mobil, 
and Texas Pipe Line are but 
four of the outside com- 
pany clients with projects 
connecting into a Shell 
pipeline system, or a Shell 
Pipe Line-operated system. 

When contacted about 
a venture, the newgroup 
first consults with Plans 
and Analysis, a Shell Oil 
department. The two work 
closely in the early stages 
of planning all lines to 
study which system option 
is  most attractive. Project 

‘Coordination takes these 
recommendations and 
draws up apremise-an 
outline of the design 
parameters: size, length, 
capacity, expansion phases, 
general route, etc. 

In the next step, the 
premise is  forwarded to 
Pipeline Construction for 
preliminary design and es- 
timate. Following a review 

But project coordination 

Prqecl Coordmabon works both wrth clients within fhe company and 
oufside Users Gene Landry and Terry Silva are part of that QIOUP 

by the operating division 
concerned, the proposal i s  
presented to management 
for review. 

Once an OK is given, 
construction plans must be 
made. Here again, Project 
Coordination performs 
its role. As an interiace 
between customers and, 
Pipeline Construction’s en- 
gineers, Lee orone of his 
representatives will fol- 
low the initial planning 

sequence, facilitating dis- 
cussions between engineers, 
users, and operators. In 
addition, they are respon- 
sible for assuring that 
operating personnel, oper- 
ating and maintenance 
manuals, and, of course, 

conlrnuedon oenlpage 
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John Nierneyer (sealedj, Fred Hill, and Frank Lee (right) ct i i rei i f iy are working with a projecl rooster numbering more than 100. 

crude oil or product are 
available for start-up. 

If Coordination learns 
from Construction that a 
change isnecessary, or the 
budget isn’t adequate, it’s 
time for Coordination to 
go back to the customer. 

Jack Caines, Pipeline 
Construction, i s  one who’s 
pleased with the newar- 
rangement. “We used to 
have to go to three or four 
groups to get a project 
under way. In the case 
of the Texas/Louisiana 
ethylene line, for example, 
it might beshell Oil, 
Chemical, and perhaps 
another group. Now Lee’s 
group performs those func- 
tions for us, and it’s defi- 
nitely a more efficient way 
to go about your work.” 

Project Coordination 

currently is handling what 
i s  so far, and probably will 
beforsome timetocome, 
its largest project in terms 
of dollars. The LOCAP 
pipeline, under construc- 
tion from the LOOP termi- 
nal at Calliano, Louisiana, 
to St. James, 58 miles away, 
i s  scheduled to cost in ex- 
cess of $100 million. Shell 
Pipe Line is building the 
line for the LOCAP owners 
and also will operate it on 
completion. 

Other current projects 
includeexpansion 19A to 
Capline, which involves 
adding two pumps; pipeline 
integrity projects at Wood 
River at St. Louis; several 
offshore tie-in’s with new 
production (Cognac, Pier E, 
San Pedro Bay/BETA); 
major fire protection proj- 
ects at Patoka and St. 

James; a line for American 
Hoechst off the Deer 
Park/Bayport ethylene sys- 
tem; and so on until they 
number more than100. 

In addition to current 
projects, Project Coordina- 
tion i s  involved in long- 
range planning, being Shell 
Pipe‘s contact involving any 
project requiring new phys- 
ical facilities. It‘s a ten-year 
look into the future, used 
primarilyasacash man- 
agement tool. The budget 
i s  updated yearly to include 
any input not considered in 
the long-range planning. 
Alreadyon the boards is 
a project to connect the 
Georgia-Pacific plant at 
Plaquemine, Louisiana, 
to the TexaslLouisiana 
ethylene line. 

And the list goes on . . . 



Pipeline people 

Tyke1 i ners 
M. A. "Red" Hinkle, electro 
mechanic, Lima, announces 
an addition to his family. An 
8-lb. and 20-inch long son, 
Lucas, was born April 20. He 
joins Red, his wife Pat, and 
three-year-old son Andrew. 

Paul R. Nichols, engineer, 
Indianapolis, and his wife, 
Fonda, became parents for 
the first time on April 24 with 
the birth of a daughter. They 
named her Melanie Rae; she 
weighed 7-lb., 7%-or., and 
wasl9U inches long. 

Rick Sellen, pipel iner ,  
Long Beach, and his wife, 
Shirlene, became parents for 
a second time on March 15 
with the birth of a daughter, 
A h a  Renee. She weighed 
7-lb., 13-02,, and measured 
19 inches l ong .  E leven-  
month-old Dustin Lee was 
waitingfor her at home. 

Dale Vaughn, station oper- 
ator, Kettleman, i s  a father 
for the first time with the 
arrival on April 30 of an Ub., 
6-02. daughter. Dale and his 
wife, Martha, named her 
Jennifer Danelle. 

An' le 
. "  

Melanie Rae Nichols 

Lima picnic 
A sack race, which i s  as much fun to watch as it i s  to participate 
in, was one of a l is t  of activities enjoyed by the Lima, Ohio, 
terminal employees and maintenance crew at  a picnic at  the 
farm of Greg Lauck, truck driver, Lima. 

Employees and their families swam, visited, and played 
games during the day-long outing. The menu for this location 
get-together included barbecued chicken cooked on the grill, 
with all the attendant trimmings. 

"Everyone went home with a full stomach, after having spent 
a wonderful day ay the Lauck's," says Shirley Abbott, East Line 
District reporterwho submitted this story, 

'I 
t 

Larry Thompson encourages a reiucfani ' 'sacker" before the race 

Ratley's Rattlers 
Not even a betting person would have put money on Ratley's 
Rattlers finishing their first basketball season with a perfect 
record. Luke Ratley admits he didn't have that in mind when 
he formed the team at Hammond in January, in response to a 
challenge to a game from Shell Oakbrook. But the team 
bearing his name moved from a 53-36 victory over Oakbrook 
to winning the "First Annual Shell Basketball Tournament," 
defeating Indianapolis, Argo, and Oakbrook (again). 

A challenge to a Shell-Media tournamentfollowed. This time 
the Rattlers trounced area industry teams including those from 
the Hammond Times, Gary PostTribune, and WJOB radio. 

Ratley coached his team t o  an 8-0 season, with team point 
leaders being Al Austin, 21 points per game; James Parrish, 20 
ppg; and Dennis Ramsey, 19 ppg. Parrish, Ramsey, and Jerry 
Anthony were the leading rebounders. 

Rattler roundballers were Dennis Ramsey, Jerry Anthony, Joe 
Kaufman, Luke Ratley, Al Austin, Jim Parrish, Bob Cantwell, Jill 
Lohmeyer, Kenny Moor, Joe Lara, Greg Pater, and Gene Ballard. 

Submitted by Emily Smith 

Ieaths 
\ugust F. Becker, ret i red 
rom Shell Pipe Line Corp. 
I n  June 1, 1950, died April 5. 
i e  is survived by his daugh- 
er, A l m e d a  Bent ley,  o f  
AcCamey, Tx. 

ames M. Holder, ret i red 
rom Shell Pipe Line Corp. 
In January 1,1965, died May 
). He i s  survived by his wid- 
IW, Edith, of Lebanon, Mo. 

Nilliam B. Howser, retired 
rom Products Pipe Lines on 
une 1,1973, died May 12. He 
s survived by his widow, 
:dythe, of Lima, Oh. 

lalph ti. Joers, retired from 
ihell Pipe Line Corp. on May 
, 1979, died May 11. He is 
urvived by his widow, Ann, 
i f  Noblesville, In. 

\rthur L. Johnson, retired 
rom Shell Pipe Line Corp. 
i n  Januaryl, 1959, died April 
I. He i s  survived by his wid- 
iw, Ruby, of Longview, Tx. 

Zerald L. Welsby, ret i red 
ram Shell Pipe Line Corp. 
in januaryl, 1966, died April 
!5. He is survived by his son, 
ames, of Odessa, Tx. 

Graduates: 
The 79:4 issue of the Go 
D e v i l ,  c o n t a i n i n g  
graduates' pictures, i s  
now in production. If you 
have a picture to submit 
and missed the May 3l 
deadline, contact the 
editor, Billye Lynn Ratliff, 
immediately to see what 
arrangements can b e  
made. Her phone num- 
bers are (713) 241-5396 and 
SSN 4n-5396. 
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Inspectors trained 
A growing number o f  construction projects scheduled for1979 
has created a demand for more qualif ied weld ing inspectors in 
Shell Pipe Line. As a result, an intensive, three-week course 
was developed to train selected employees f rom all divisions in 
weld ing inspection. 

Held at Lee College in Baytown,Texas, f r o m  March12-30, the  
course's agenda included instructors f rom Shell Pipe, Shell 
Oil, and Lee College, as well  as radiographic and inspection 
service companies. Charlie Hall, Shell Oil Engineering Ser- 
vices, was course coordinator and "den mother"  as well  a5 one 
of the  instructors. 

T h n w  attendine were (back row) Earl Bales, 60; Wade " 
Morton,  WCD; Jake Sullivan, GCD; George Fourqurean, CD; 
Larry Thompson, MCD;  Don Cochran, CD; (rhiddle row) 
Richard Meek, CD; Ronnie Shahan, CD; Gary Briscoe, CCD; 
Blaine Evans, MCD;  Bil l Arambula, WCD; Ricky Babin, CCD; 
D o n  Osborn, WCD; (front row) Dan Hernandez, CD; Barney 
Callahan, GCD; Johnnie Standard, GCD; Lewis Coert, WCD; 
Perry Bobo, GCD; Clarence Watson, MCD; and (kneeling) 
Charlie Hall, coordinator. 

Submitted by Shirley Bilderback 

.. 
*I I . .  
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M. W. Davis 
from Utility Pipeliner 
to Transfer Attendant 
CCD-St. lames 

C .  E. Crobe 
from Pipeliner (6 mas.) 
to Utility Pipeliner 
GCD-Gibson 

A. I .  Morel, Jr. 
from Pipeliner(6mos.j 
to Utility Pipeliner 
CCD-Empire 'I 

I .  0. Jacobs 
from Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
to Utility Pipeliner 
CCD-Pasadena 

L. Lewis 
from Pipeliner (b mos.) 
to Transfer Attendant 
CCD-St. James 

6.  A. Matherne 
from Corrosion "A" 
to Corrosion Tech. 
,CCD-Belle Chasse 

1. H. Cafiero 
from Meter Meas. Mech. "8" 
to MeterMeas.Tech. 
CCD-St. lames 

I. 1. Sullivan 
from Pipeliner I12 mos.) 
to Lead Pipeliner 
CCD-Jackson 

C. P. Cautreau 
from Pipeliner lb rnos.) 
to Utility Pipeliner 
CCD-St. James 

F. Hipolito 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
CCD -Austin 

S. 6.  Hays 
from Spvr. Oil Meas. 
to Pipeline Specialist 
CCD-New Orleans toNorCo 

M. 1. Soester 
Corrosion Tech. 
CCD - Belle C h a m  to Hope 

E. R. Moore 
from Mechanic"A" 
to MechanicalTech. 
CCD -St. lames to Pasadena 

P. I .  McShane 
from Station Attn. "A" 
to Delivery Gauger 
CCD-Sardis to Pasadena 

J. W. Haley 
from Pipeliner16 mos.) 
to Pipeliner (12 mas.) 
CCD-St. lames 

I. L. Hewen 
from Communications " B  
to Communications "A" 
CCD-New Orleans 

L. J. McCurnby 
from Pipeliner WelderZnd 
to Pipeliner Welderlst 
MCD - Kalkaska 

I .  K. Mansell, Ir. 
from Communications "A" 
to Communications Tech. 
MCD - Wood River to Indianapolis 

M. M. Kinnett. 
from Senior Clerk 
to Office Assistant 
MCD - Indianapolis 

D. M. Douglas 
from Pipeliner 
to Delivery Gauger 
MCD-Union to Wood River 

N. S. Adkison 
from Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
to Utility Pipeliner 
MCD-Cushing 

8. I .  King 
fmm Pipeliner 
to Station Attendant 
~ c ~ - P a t o k a t o  Brownsville 

T. M. Wood 
Pipeliner 
MCD-D~yersburg to Healdton 

E. 6.  Charlton 
from District Engineer 
to District Supt. 
MCD-Wood Kiverto CD-Newcastle 

N. E. Shanklin 
from Pipeliner 
to Lead Pipeliner 
CD - Denver City to McCamey 



R. I. Knocke 
from Pipeliner 
to Oper. Frmn. 
CD-Big Spring 

A. 1. Shive 
from Mechanic C 
to Mechanic B 
CD-Denver City 

R. B. Lee 
from Pipeliner 
to Meter Meas. Mech. C 
CD-Hamlin to Odessa 

K. C. Morris 
Maintenance Frmn. 
GCD-Norco to Sorrento 

W. 1. Peace 
from CorrosionTech. 
to Maintenance Frmn 
GCD- Norro 

W. R. Coburn 
Corrosion Tech. 
GCD-Gibson to Norco 

1. C. Barrandey 
Pipeliner 
CD-McCameyto Goldsmith 

C. A. Kaul 
from Pipeliner 
to Lead Pipeliner 
CD - Newcastle to Eunice 

W. 1. Watkins 
from Clerk 
to Senior Clerk 
MCD- Indianapolis 

M. W. Teeters 
from Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
to Pipeliner (12 mos.) 
MCD -2iansville 

R. C. Baldwin 
from Field Gauger 
to Assistant Opms. Frmn 
MCD- Kalkaska 

C. S. Green 
from Station Operator 
to Field Gauger 
MCD - Kalkaska 

T. H. Mudder 
from Laborer 
to Station Operator 
MCD - Kalkaska 

R. C. Shahan 
from Pipeliner-Welder-3 
to Pipeliner-Welder-? 
CD-Odessa 

H. M. Cooper 
from Utility Pipeliner 
toTank Farm Gauger 
CD - McCamey 

8. A. Moreno 
from Pipeliner 
to Field Gauger 
CD-Hobbs I 

M.I. Lorbiecke 
from Pipeliner 
to Lead Pipeliner 
CD-Baker 

I .  E. Diller 
from Corrosion "B" 
to Corrosion "A" 
CD-Midland 

D. R. Busby 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner 
CD-Hobbs 

I. M. Corley 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner , 

CD-Eunice 

C. D. Elrod 
from Laborer 
to Utliiy Pipeliner 
CD-Kermit10 McCamey 

T.A. lmpell iueri 
from Pipeliner(6 mos.) 
to Utility Pipeliner 
MCD- Kalkaska 

M. V. Johnson 
Senior Emp. Rel. Analyst 
Head Office 

E. C. Summer 
Manager 
Oper. & Mtce. Cntrl 
Head Office 

K. D. Morris 
Laborer 
GCD - Pasadena 

1. H. Wilson 
Laborer 
GCD-St. lames 

M. A. Hawley 
Laborer 
CCD - St. James 

I. D. Calandra 
Laborer 
CCD-Pasadena 

V. R. Letbetter 
Laborer 
GCD - Pasadena 

C. Reyna 
Laborer 
GCD-Pasadena 

R. A. Capone 
Laborer 
GCD25t .  lames 

E. 1. Derouen 
Mechanic "C" 
GCD - Nairn 

P. K. Zlmmerman 
Communications "C" 
GCD-St. James 

I. W. Stephenson 
Laborer 
GCD - Pasadena 

P. A. Jones 
Clerk 
MCD- Indianapolis 

D. I. Allan 
Laborer 
MCD- Kalkaska 

I. B. Kuhn 
Pipeliner-Welder 2nd 
MCD-Patoka 

D. W. Meyer 
Sr. Eng. Asst. 
MCD - Indianapolis 

W. M. Raudman 
Laborer 
MCD- Kalkaska 

M. D. Coertr 
Utility Pipeliner 
CD-McCamey 

R. E. Dinges 
Laborer 
CD - Newcastle 

F. I .  Locklar 
Accounting Assistant 
CD-Midland 

R. C. Darwin 
Technical Superintendent 
WCDrAnaheim 

Service 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

M. Pankovich 
MCD- East Chicago 
30 years (May) 

R. C. Riggs 
MCD- Indianapolis 
30 years (May) 

T. F. Ritchie 
WCD-5imi 
30 years (May) 

E. A. Woker 
MCD- Auburn 
30 years (May) 

1. E. Steele 
MCD-Lima 
25 years (May) 

T. C. Hogue 
WCD- Bloomfield 
2Oyearr (May) 

1. R. Barefield 
CD-Big Spring 
15 years (May) 

1.1. McCoy 
WCD-Bloomfield 
15 years (May) 

1. S. Burch 
MCD- Indianapolis 
10 years (May) 

I. B. Gonzales 
WCD - Long Beach 
10 years (May) 

W. E. Duncan 
Communication Tech. 
MCD - Indianapolis 

R. H. loers 
Spv. Mtce. Corrosion 
MCD- Indianapolis 

R. 1. Buscha 
Corrosion Tech. 
CCD-New Orleans 

I. T. Bushong 
Field Gauger 
CD-Goldsmith 

E. S. Walker 
Field Gauger 
CD-Baker 

H. H. Burnett 
Field Gauger 
CD-Hobbs 

N.M. McFarland 
Myears-January 

M. Pankovich 
Myears- May 

L.E. Steele 
25 years - May 
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Glances backward 
25 years ago 
Shell Pipe Line's West Texas Area offices 
will be moved to Midland from Colorado 
City during the next year and a half. 

The reason for the move is  the growth 
of the Permian Basin and its oil produc- 
tion in West Texas and eastern New 
Mexico. Most of the new fields in which 
Shell Pipe Line has installed gathering 
systems have been found west of Col- 
orado City. As a result, the Colorado City 
offices, which were once well-centered 
in West Texas, have become located on 
the eastern side of area activity. The 
move will once again put the area offices 
at the hub of Permian Basin. 

The news of the move was announced 
at a general meeting of employees a t  
Colorado City on June 2 (1954). In 
making the announcement, Vlce Presi- 
dent D. F. Sears stressed the point that 
the decision to make the move was 
reached with great reluctance by man- 
agement. Since 1928, the West Texas Area 
offices had been located in Colorado 
City and moving will mean breaking 
.many ties of friendship and mutual 
goodwill of long standing. 

15 years ago 
Paratroopers dropped from the skies; 
jets made strafing runs over the low- 
ly ing hil ls; tanks. ro l l ed  across the 
pipeline right-of-way as infantrymen 
dug in~ to  hold off the advances. 

This in no fictional account of an 
invasion from Mars. Rather, it is a true 
description of "Exercise Desert Strike" 
held during the last two weeks of May in 
an area crossed by the Four Corners 
pipeline. 

Some 100,000 Army and Air Force 
personnel participated in the exercise 
which was a huge mock war between 
two mythical states and involved massive 
maneuvers of the U S .  Strike Command. 
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Hirley addresses charges 
aimed at pipeline companies 
You may have read and been con-  
cerned about  a recent story in t h e  
news descr ib ing t h e  contents of a 
soon- to -be - re leased  Genera l  Ac- 
count ing Of f ice (GAO) report  on 
pipel ine companies. The news story 
was based on a draf t  of the repor t  
wh ich  presumably was "leaked" to 
the press. 

T h e  a r t i c l e  f a u l t s  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Energy  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  
(FERC), t h e  current  p ipe l ine regu- 
latory agency, and  ' i ts  predecessor, 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion (ICC), f o r  abuse and neglect. 
But its main charges are directed 
t o w a r d  t h e  p i p e l i n e  c o m p a n i e s  
owned  by major  oil companies. The 
news story contends that  t h e  GAO 
report  will show that pipel ine com- 
panies have col lected hundreds of 
mi l l ions of dollars in excess prof i ts 
and earned a rate of re turn greater 
than that of nearly all o ther  Ameri-  
can corporations. 

No copies of t h e  final repor t  have 
been made available to the public, 
but the newspaper article may have 
raised questions in t h e  public's mind 
and perhaps among  you and your 
friends. Jack Hurley, president o f  
Shell Pipe Line Corporation, is con-  
cerned about  this and  addresses t h e  
allegations by saying: 

"Shell Pipe Line Corporat ion has 
consistently compl ied with estab- 
l ished regulatory practices for  com- 
mon carrier pipelines. In addition, 
for m o r e  than three decades. f inan- 

cial p lanning and profits from opera- 
tions have been  subject to pro- 
visions of t h e  Elkins Act Consent 
D e c r e e .  T h e  C o n s e n t  D e c r e e ,  
between p ipe l ine companies, the i r  
shipper owners, and  t h e  Uni ted 
States Department of Justice, l imi ts 
dividends that a pipel ine may pay to 
i t s  shipper o w n e r  and severely re- 
stricts t h e  usefulness of earnings in 
excess of t h e  prescribed limit. 

"Any statement to the contrary 
about Shell Pipe Line is simply not 
true." 

EdiIor 
Billye Lynn Ratliff 

Published each month for em- 
ployees, pensioners, families and 
friends of Shell Pipe Line Corpora- 
tion. All correspondence should 
be addressed to Go Devil, 1591 
One Shell Plaza, P.0 .  Box 2463, 
Houston, Tex. 77W, or to one of 
the following field reporters: 

MidKontinent Division 
Indianapolis . . . . . . . .Laurie Burch 
North Line.. . . . . . . . . .EmilySmith 
East Line . . . . . . . . . Shirley Abbott 
Central Michigan .Dedra Trobaugh 
Cushing . . . . . . . .Carolyn Maynard 
Wood River . . , . . . .Ramona Porter 

Central Division 
Midland . . . . 1.. . . . .Martha Foster 
Rocky Mountain ... Ann McColley 

West Coast Division 
Los Angeles ......... Dine Moore 
Coalinga . , . . , . . .Cecilia Wisotrke 
Long Beach . . . . . .Connie Sanford 

Gulf Coast Division 
New Orleans ........ Gail Melton 
PL Construction . . .Art LaRochelle 
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Jur ir isuri says 
the dome 
“looked like a 
giant erector 
set going up.” 

2 

Judging from the above photo, YOU 
might conclude that forelgn agents m a 
huge flying Saucer are invadmg thls 
tank Actually, what you are seeina IS 
the Posltlonmg of a new geodeslc do& 
at the Central Divlslon’s Driver statlon, 
to be put mto semce t b  summer 

The dome is a first-of-its-kind in the 
CD-there are two on the West Coast- 
and k a project of which Bruce Drake, 
technical superintendent, and his 
e n w e e r s  are proud. 

“YOU don’t have to paint it” 
The main advantage of this aluminum 
dome, which is being installed ~ t h  an 
internal floating roof, is that it‘s relatively 

maintenance-free; you don’t have to 
paint it. 

“We don’t paint tanks to make them 
look pretty; we do it to avoid as much 
corrosion as possible. The tops are es- 
pecially prone to corrosion as they are 
constantly pounded by the elements. 
Water sits on them, for example. The 
tops have to be repainted regularly” 
says Drake. 

The Driver station tank 372-X was 
constructed in 1920. SheU Pipe Line 
purchased it in the 50s, cut it down, 
and moved it to Driver on the 10-inch 
McCamey-Cushing Line. 

During the ensuing 20 years, corro- 
sion reduced the top rings of the tank 
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from 3/16-inch thick to 1/8-inch, and 
corrosion on the roof had made it so thin 
that recently gaugers hadn't been able 
to walk on it to conduct BS&W (basic 
sediment and water) tests. 

Replacement options 
In 1928, it was time for repairs. 

An investigation, conducted with the 
Pipeline Construction department, into 
what would be the most efficient type 
replacement resulted in a decision to 
go with the dome. Bruce Johnson, CD 
engineer, was given the task. 

"Since we knew we needed to re- 
place the entire roof - it was beyond 
repair - we had several options," says 
Johnson. "We could've replaced the 
steel cone roof or installed an external 
floater. 

"Both proved to be more expensive 
than an internal floater and aluminum 
dome. Although the dome had a higher 
initial cost than a steel roof, it will save 
about $20,000 over its estimated 20- 
year life, because it won't have to be 
repainted every seven years." 

Vapor recovery 
Enhanced vapor recovery is a third 
benefit of this configuration. Losses are 
reportedly reduced by 90 to 95 percent 
with the internal floateddome roof, 

Workmen began cleaning the tank 
last October. Repair and restoration 
work on the steel tank itself started in 
November. 

"Our biggest problem was the tank's 
'out-of-roundness,' We tried to comuen- 
sate for this while doing the tank repair 
c work- installing a wind grder around 
the circumference, attaching the dome 
shoe plate, and adding extra stiffners 
to the upper two rings, We weren't 
entirely successful. When the dome 
was attached, we had to move the 
plates even further out with more 
stifhers so that the dome shoes would 
fit," says Johnson. 

Triangles go mund 
Temcor, one of two manufacturers of 
polyframe domes in the U.S., began 
construction in December, within the 
firewalls of the tank. Johnson says it 
looked l i e  a giant erector set going up. 

The architeaural definition of geodesic according to Webskis New World Dictionary: having a 
rtructurallyslrongsurlace made up ofshort, straight, lightweight bars that form a gridofpolygons. 

"The prefabricated struts were 
bolted together in triangulaf panels, 
with the base constructed first and then 
building up. The way they're joined 
makes the dome look round, but there 
are no round parts whatsoever." 

An aluminum "kin," ,050 inches thick, 
was attached to the struts with clamp 
beams which made the dome water- 
tight. Two skylights were installed 
near the top to provide daylight for in- 
spectors to go into the tan!-they won't 
have to carry a flashlight in addition to 
their other gear, 

On December 23, two 90-ton cranes 
very gently lifted the 12-ton dome onto 
the tank, with attachment ofthe 30 dome 
shoes completed in January 

The internal floating roof is sched- 
uled for completion in June. It should 
result in a savings of 1,250 barrels of 
crude per year in reduced vapor loss. 

Johnson, who compiled a pictorial 
history of the project and contributed 
some of the shots used with this article, 
enjoyed his work with the dome. "De- 
pending on the economics of aluminum, 
I believe we'll be  seeing more of these 
geodesic domes." 

B N C ~  Johnson, who photographed the dome at 
lee during constmaion, was the CD engineer in 
charge of this project. 
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SPLC graduates of the 

Class of '79 

Holder House 

Patten Reeves 

High School 
Stephen Roy Aaron, son of W R. 
Aaron. Engineering Services, 
Houston, was graduated from Al- 
dine Senior High School. He was a 
member of the Mighty Mustang 
band for four y e a s  and the geog- 
raphy club. 
Russell Don Baugh, son ofDan 
Baugh, communications technician 
Patoka, Illinois, wasgraduated from 
Centralia High School. Russ was ac- 
tive in footbal! and wrestling. He 
plans to enteI Lincoln Tech in In- 
dianapolis, Indiana. 
Gregory B d ,  son of W H. Byrd, 

Orleans, Louisiana, was graduated 
from Slidell High School. He plans 
to attend huisizna State University, 
majoring m oceanography 
Richard Arden Havey, son of Al 
Havey, superintendent, Kakaska, 
Michigan, was graduated from 
Kakaslia High School, where he 
lettered in football and basketball 
and was a member of the Varsity 
Club and  the National Honor 
Society 
Teresa L- Holder, daughter of 
G. B. Holder, maintenance fore- 
man. Dyersbwg, Tennessee, was 
graduated from Dyer County High 
School, Newbern, Tennessee, 
where she majored in history and 
home economics and minored in 

I 

I communications supervisor, New 

Aaron 

K. qelley 

Wilson 

math and physical education. 
Lynda SnzaMe House. daughtef 
of retired senior oil measurements 
analyst H. V House, was graduated 
from Prague (Oklahoma) High 
School, finishing in the top ten per- 
cent of her class. She was FH?. 
president, drill team officer. "01- 
leyball team member, and listed in 
Who's Who of American High 
Schools. Lynda plans to enter Okla- 
homa State University this fdL 
Karen Sue Kelley, daughter of 
Vem Kelley. eiectricd technician, 
Big Spring,  texas, was graduated 
valedictorian ofthe Big Spring High 
School senior class. She also was 
chosen outstanding math and sci- 
ence Shldent in her class. Karen 
was a member of Meistersingers, 
Shorthand Club, and secretary 
of the National Honor Society 
She plans to attend Baylor Univer- 
sity. with a Dossible maim in . 
engineering. 
Natalie D. KinnaLd. daushter of . .  
Gordon Kinnaird, elemical technG 
cian, Cushing, Oklahoma, was 
graduated from Ketchum High 
Schoo!. She was a member of the 
FHA and yearbook and newspaper 
staffs. Natalie was elected to Who's 
Who, and duing her senior year, 
voted best dressed. She was mar- 
ried on June 21. 
Larvie Marie Louviere, daughter 
Ji Dennis Louviere, Sorrento, 

Baugh 

Kinnaird 

Byrd 

Louviere 

I 

I. Kelley Leonard 

Louisiana, was graduated from 
Ascension Catholic High School. 
She Dlans to enter business colleoe - 
this fall. 
Jerrihnn Melancon, daughter 
of Gerald Melancon. saucier . -  . 
operator, Norco. Louisiana, was 
graduateh from Destrehan High 
School, where she was a member 
of the Dnl  Team, Ecology Club. 
COE, Key Club (of which she was 
sweetheart), and FBLA. She will 
attend Philips Business College. 
Karen Ann Patten, daughter of 
Grady Patten, safety representa- 
tive, Anaheim, California, was 
graduated from Loma High School 
where she was a member of the 
Loara Courtiers and the National 
Honor Society. She p lans  to 
b e c o m e  a n  a n i m a l  h e a l t h  
technologist. 
Brook Reeves, grandson of PE. 
(Tootie) Witt, welder, Odessa, 
Texas, was graduated from Mid- 
land High School. He has been 
awarded a iull football scholarship 
to Eastern New Mexico College 
in hrtalis. 
Sherv h a d i e  Wilson, daughter 
of Sue Wilson, corrosion techni- 
cian, Pasadena, Texas, was grad- 
uated from the High School for 
the Performing and Visual Arts 
(Houston) with a major in com- 
munications and creative wIi?ing. 
She was editor of Epiphany and 

Havey 

Melancon 

Smith 

performed original poetry, entitled 
"Personna," in the senior presenta- 
tion. Sherry will major in social 
work at Texas Woman's University 
in Denton. 

College 
Joyce Ann Kelley, daughter of 
Vern Kelley, Big Spring, Texas, 
was graduated Cum Laude from 
Hardin~Simmons University, with a 
Bachelor of Science in secondary 
education She was a member of 
Alpha Chi honor society, TSEA, 
Kappa Delta Pi education honor 
Society, and Sigma Tau Delta 
English honor society She plans to 
teach junior high or high school 
English 01 business. 
Richard S. Leonard, son of retired 
busmess development manager 
Vem Leonard, was graduated from 
the University of Texas at Austin 
with a degree in petroleum engi- 
neering. He was a member of Delta 
Upsilon fraternity and active in in- 
tramuralsports. He wasmanled on 
July 21 and will live in Carpus 
Christ1 
Commie L- Smith, daughter of 
George Smith, welder, Lima, Ohio, 
was graduated from Lima Techni- 
cal College's Dental Hygiene Pro- 
gram. She was class historian and 
active in various committees d u -  
ing her training. 
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Via SCE Inc., Pipe Line displays its charitable side 
When people think of Shell, they gen- 
erally think of oil and gas. When they 
think of Shell Plpe Line, perhaps they 
envision hard-working men and 
women in the field laying and maintain- 
ing the lines that carry the hydrocar- 
bons and chemicals that make the 
American way of life possible. In fact, 
Shell Pipe Line contributes more than 
the manner in which we maintain our 
simple physical comforts - it has a 
charitable side. 

The Shell Companies Foundation, 
Inc., has received substantial donations 
over the years from Shell Oil Company 
and Shell Pipe Line Corporation. In 
turn, the Foundation makes contribu- 
tions for worthwhile charitable, scien- 
tific, educational, religious, or literary 
purposes. 

For the 26 years of its operations, 1953 
through 1979, the Foundation will have 

made donations totaling $57,239,909. 
Included among these are various 
worthy causes in the mdlandOdessa 
area of West Texas, such as the Permian 
Basin Petroleum Museum ~ Library 
Hall of Fame (see accompanyng arti- 
cle), Odessa College, and the Midland 
Community Theatre; the Navajo Com- 
munity College in maile, Arizona; the 
Cushing Youth and Community Center 
in Cushing, Oklahoma; and local United 
Way campaigns. 

Rck Schiller, managing director of 
the Midland Community Theatre, says 
that monies donated by the Foundation 
in 1978 were used in the production of a 
%page, illustrated publicity pamphlet 
which described the history of the 
community theatre, and the new physi- 
calplant whichopenedin September of 
the same year. 

"A lot of people who have heard of 

the Theatre have never heard of Mid- 
land, Texas," jokes Schiller. The wide- 
spread fame of the new theatre is not 
surprising, for the home of the Midland 
Community Theatre, Inc. (organized 
1946), is diversified and striking. With 
45,000 square feet of floor space, two 
theatres with a total seating capacity of 
715, the latest in lighting and sound sys- 
tems, and an annual operating budget 
of $300,000, it certainly makes Midland 
a prime candidate for the cultural cen- 
ter of West Texas, 

Local contributions, such as those 
'I recommended by SPLC for the West 
Texas area, make up nearly 30 percent 
of the Foundation's budget. This points 
up the Foundation's belief that its inter- 
ests are focused upon the communities 
which Shell people call "home" and 
upon those causes which Shell people 
themselves support. C. I K  

il Patch" t o  " m n" 
A museum piece is probably 
not what Go Devil readers 
expect to find on these pages. 
But there's one you might 
take into consideration if 
you're planning a vacation to 
Carlsbad Caverns or other 
points west. It's the Permian 
Basin Petroleum Museum, 
Library, and Hall of Fame, 
situated on the southern edge- 
of Midland on Interstate 20. 
For $1 (50 cents for children 11 
and under), you can take a 
self-guided tour of a museum 
conceived, designed, and 
built to pay tribute to the 
area's largest industry ~ 

petroleum. 
The museum, dedicated in 

September of 1975 by Presi- 
dent Gerald Ford, holds 
exterior and interior ex- 
hibits. On the grounds, you'll 
find displays of full-size oil 
equipment ~ the "Oil Patch," 
showing antique oil field 
equipment; "Santa Rta No. 2" 
from the Big Lake Field, 
which first brought major oil 

GO DEVIL 

production to the Permian 
Basin in 1923 and other rigs 
and "Christmas trees." 

In the museum building, 
the west wing features a col- 
lection of oil paintings b y  
Santa Fe artist Tom Lovell and 
Frank Gervasi, of Alpine, 
Texas, who specialize in his- 
torical and western scenes. 
Also in the west wing are a 
wall-sized mural depicting 
brandmg in the early 1900's 
and a buckboard used in 
West Texas oil fields. 

The east wing, on the other 
hand, is attuned to sound, 
movement, and sensations. 
Many of the displays link the 
objects to the surroundings 
in which they were used. 
The cable-tool drilling rig 
exhibit employs animated 
mannikins and giant wheels; 
the "Boomtown Room," with 
working water and gasoline 
pumps, shows a mid-1920s oil 
town street corner at t d g h t .  

And if you visit the muse- 
um, don't miss the Permian 

reef marine diorama, entered 
through a,tunnel which seems 
to take the visitor on a stroll to 
the bottom of a 230 million- 
year-old sea. This exhibit 
took two years to b d d .  

A two-phase expansion 
plan calls for, in addition to 
vehicles and paintings, ex- 
hibits showing each industry 
functions as pipelining and 

refining. 
To keep things in perspec- 

tive, on your way out try the 
"Oil Game," where you can 
test your luck against the ac- 
tual odds of an oil discovery. 
Verdict - while this writer 
watched, a woman drew 
seven dry holes and bank- 
ruptcies without once striking 
it rich. 

The Boomtown Room shows a mid-1920's oil town street corner at tvniight. 
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The why 
and how of 

LLH. lstoncally we have 
been involved with crude oil 
pipelines. It's just a matter of 
.us getting used to handling 
the products transported in 
chemical lines," says Wayne 
Kinison, supervisor, Safety, 
Health, and Training. "We 
have for many years been 
one of the leaders in person- 
nel safety in the pipeline 
industry, and we intend to 
maintain that record while 
handling chemicals in our 
pipelines." 

very volatile hydrocarbons 
that take the form of a gas 
at atmospheric pressure 
and temperature, such.'as 
propane and butane. Due to 
the different chemical and 

Most of these products are 

chemical saf 
"Chemical operations are increasing 
in this division ... It's timely to show 
how these chemicals can react hder  
different conditions." 

physical properties of these 
products, several day-long 
safety and training programs 
were presented to pipeliners, 
foremen, technicians, and 
other Shell Pipe Line em- 
ployees in the Gulf Coast 
Division. Monk Kohnke, 
senior employee relations 
analyst, and Jim Prince, safe6 
representative, developed 
and delivered the programs I. 

which were given to more 
than 100 employees at Norco, 

' 

La., and Pasadena, Tx., dur- 
ing March, May, and June. 

T h e  presentations explain 
why one has to be careful 

as well as bow to be careful, 
concentrating on the charac- 
teristics and potential haz- 
ards of each product. The 
commogities, such as VCM 
(vinyl chloride monomer), 
HCL (hydrogen chloride), 
chlorine, ethylene, pro- 
pylene, NGL (natural gas 

liquids), ethane, propane, 
butane, and others, were 
described in terms of their 
chemical and physical nature. 
In addition, the location, aver- 
age operating pressure, max- 
imum operating pressure, 
and average flow on each 
product line were discussed. 
For many participants, it was 
a review of basic chemistry, 
covering items such as pres- 
sure, temperature, specific 
gravity, density, viscosity, 
and vapor pressure. 

Kohnke and Prince were 
pleased with the audience 
response. "People have 
come to us with comments 
like, 'Thanks; it's the best 
thing I've heard about chem- 
icals,' or 'I've learned a lot 
today; when are we going 
to get more?"' Kohnke says. 

Kohnke felt the employee 
interest was not surprising. 

' "Chemical operations are in- - ~ creasing in t h s  division," he 
~ explains. "It is timely to show 

react under dfferent sets of 
conditions (e.g., temperature 
and pressure changes) and 
to orient our people." 

The day-long safety training progam was presented to more than 
100 GCD employees, including Robert Merkord, Pasadena. 

,I how these chemicals can 
h, 

. ,  .. 
&> 

Despi te  the,scientfic ter- 
nunology in the presenta- 

tion, Kohnke has aimed for a 
general audience. "We don't 
get too technical," he says. 

"Our principal objective 
is to prevent accidents. We 
strive to emphasize personal 
safety first and protection of 
equipment second. One of 

1 the points we really stress is 
8 that when people are work- 
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- ing with these chemicals. 
either on the pipelines or in 
the refinery, they've got to be 
constantly alert." 

When questioned about 
the reasoning behind the 
development of this training 
program Kohnke suggests 
the following: "One, there are 
additional hazarck in han- 
dling some of these chemi- 
cals, more so than with a 
product like crude oil." 

"Another reason is the 
construction of SEANET the 
ethylene network project, 
and other new chemical 
business in our division, This 
new business, coupled with 

i:?- 
1 

an increase in new employ- 
ees, has created the need 
for reemphasizing our safe; 
ty and training efforts for 
employees working with 
chemical-carrying lines." 

Kohnke  and Prince admit 
that they learn something 

each time they put on a pre- 
sentation. "The stories some 
of these guys in the field 
have to share help to illus- 
trate our points better than 
we ever could," says Kohnke. 
"We aren't just teachmg; 
we're learning, too." 

This chemical training 
program followed an earlier 
version designed by Kent R. 
Shellene and presented by 
Shellene and L. Wayne Kini- 
son. It was entitled "Repairs 
to Pipelines Transportating 
Special Chemicals and Vol- 
atile Commodities." They 
took it to Norco, La; Pasadena, 
Tx; Kalkaska, MI; Wilming- 

thispmgam. 

ton, Freemont and Caliola, 
Ca. It emphasized personnel 

_safety, as did Kohnke and 
Prince's presentation, and 
was aimed at SPLC operating 
and maintenance people. 

"This program dealt with 
what you do when you have 
a leak in special commodity 
pipe lines; shutting them 
down, locating the leak, re- 
pairing it, applying proper 
first aid, and seekmg aid 
from local sources, particu- 
larly the police department. 
They can prevent people 
from entering dangerous 
areas and even evacuate the 
surrounding vicinity if neces- 
sary;" says Shellene. 

Perhaos the most valuable 

NE'I', the ethylene netwom projecr, was one reason 101 me aeveiopmenr 01 

portion of "Repairs to Pipe- 
lines" is an extensive group 
of "Commodity Data Sheets" 
on all chemicals handled 
by Shell Pipe Line. They 
include: benzene, butane, 
carbon dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, chlorine, ethane, 
ethylene, hydrochloric acid, 
hydrogen, hydrogen sulfide, 
methane, NGL, propane, 
propylene, syngas, toluene, 
and VCM. For each commod- 
ity information on physical 
characteristics, health hw- 
ard data, fire and explosion 
hazard data, reactivity, 
special leak procedures, 
special protection, and spe- 
cial maintenance and repair 
data was given. C KG. 
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Pipeline people 

Retirement parties 
Mr.andMlr.J.E.lkulerUamesandRuby)andMrandMle.E.S.Wallre. 
(Emie and Thelma) were honored at a double retirement party held at the 
Masonic-Lodge on April 21, in Bxker, Montana. 

Walker, a field gauger at Baker. retired May 1; Tanner, a station attendant 
"A" at Baker, June 1. 

Dinner was prepared by the Shell Pipe Line wives. 
El Charlion. district superintendent, Rocky Mountain District, presented 

eachman with asilver tray commemorating his years with Shell, Tamer had 
completed more than 33years with Shell and Walker, 32 years. 

Both families are moving from the Land of the High Sky The Walkers 
will make their retirement home in Enurnclaw, Washington; the Tanners in 
Richland, Missouri. 

. , .  - 

. ., - .. . , 
- .  

: I  
Ruby & James lhner; Emie &Thelma Walker 

AretlrementpartyforMrandMrs.~.T.Bvsh~ngwasheldattheGoldsmith 
C a m m ~ t y  Hall on Friday evening, March 23. Bushong, a field gauger at 
Goldsmith. had completed more than 2 1  years with Shell Pipe Line. 

Leon Belcher, operations foreman at Goldsmith, was MC at the gathering 
attended by some 60 fellow employees and retirees, friends, and family 
members. Belcher presented gifts to Bill and Jake, including a mantel clock, 
a Black & Decker workbench. and a Shell pecten-decorated bucket full of. 
assorted junk 

The wives of the Goldsmith emaoyees prepared and served the 
refreshments whichwere cake, pie, punch, and coffee. 

The Bushongs have built a new home an Brownwood Lake. After getting 
settled again. they plan to do a lot of traveling and fishing. 

The above submitled by Martha Fosler 

More than 120 co-workers, retirees, relatives, and friends attended a Santa 
Maria-style barbecue on March 3linOiIfields, Califomla, honoring Leonard 
and Sylvia Clear on his retirement from Shell Pipe Line followingmore than 
32 years ofservice. 

Framed golden climbing hooks. symbolizing his years of work in the 
communications field, and two jars of money were presented to Leonard at 
the party at the E&P Clubhouse. Silvia received a silver necklace with a 
miniature candlestick telephone pendant. Leonard also waspresented with 
a certificate of appreciation from Shell Rpe Line Cow. by W J, Grillos, West 
Coast division manager 

Comments and stories by c-workers and retirees were followed by 
country and western music from Thurstons Bluegrass, ofwhich Tom Sprad- 
ling, electrician, Caliola, is amember. 

Leonard and Svlvia will continue to live in Coalinga with plans for the 
future including khmg, golf, and travel 

Submiffed byDme Moore 

8 

50th wedding anniversary 
In celebration oftheir 50th weddinganniversary, MI. and Mm. A.L. (Buck) 
Geerwere honored with a reception on June 23 at their home in Colorado 
City, Texas The open house was hosted by thelr chdlldren, JanWinn and 
Carolyn Helfer, their spouses, four grandchildren, and one great- 
grandchild 

The couple has lived in Colorado City since their mamige an June 21, 
1929. Buck was employed by Shell Pipe Line corporation for 35 years. He 
retired as district superintendent, Colorado City, on January 1, 1963. Dale 
formerly was a teacher in the local schools. 

Joining Buck and Dale in the celebration of their golden wedding anniver- 
suy were friends and ielktives from Texas, Lomiana, Mississippi, Califor- 
nia, and Utah 

Subnilledby Marlha Foster 
'I 

)ale and Buck Geer 
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TO rescue 
Have you a small child, a handi- 
cappedperson, oran aged relative 
living in your house? And does the 
thought of getting them out in case 
of fire bother you? Well the Met- 
ropolitan Life Insurance Company 
has come up with an idea- it's a 
new Fire Rescue Sticker Attached 
to a window or door, it can alert 
firefighters to the presence of 
someone who needs  help to 
escape. 

Accardinq to Metropolitan's 
statistical bureau, fires and flames 
are the third leading cause of acn- 
dental death among females and 
the fourth leading cause among 
males. Annually in the US., more 
than 325,000 people are injured in 
about 4.5 mi!hon 6res in the home. 

Metropolitan mill contact some 
27,000 professional and volunteer 
fire departments in the country to 
let them know about the new 
sticker. You can get a sticker fiom 
participating fire departments, 01 
from your nearest Metropolitan 
office. 

Tykeliners 
Cathy and Bill Berry, senior 
engineer, Anaheim, became par- 
ents for the second time on July 3 
with the adoption of Colleen Mane. 
The 8-lb., 9-oz. baby gul, measur- 
ing 19 incheslong, was bornJune 29 
and joins a brother, Chris, six. at 
home. 

Randie and Mike Bohannon, 
mechamcal technician. Dyersburg, 
announce their firstiaddition, a 
4-lb.. 12-oz., baby girl born May 
14. They've named her Christy 
Michelle. 

Jerry and Debbie Holder, 
Pipeliner, Heaidton, became the 
Parents of a 9-lb., 8-oz., baby boy 
on January 13. He's called Joshua 
Lynn. 

Joshua Lynn Holder 

Deaths 
Henry 8 .  Dawson, retired from 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on August 1, 
1959, died July 2. He is survived by 
his widow, Vera, of Sarcoxie, Mo. 

James M. Smith, retired from 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on February 
1, 1970, died June 15. He is survived 
by his widow, Vinia, of Gilmer, TX. 

A winning encounter 

Vicki Spradling's "Close Encounter'' envisions none of the surrealism of a 
recent movie by a similar name. Instead, Vicki's encounter pictures a very 
real possibility It's afireprevention posterwhichdepicts a bear CUHS tearful 
encounter with a forest fke, reminiscent of the true life story of Smokey Bear. 
And the reality of the poster has iesulted in her winning first-place in the 
high school division of the national Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owlg 
Environmental h s t e r  Contest spOnsoIed by the National Council of State 
Garden Clubs. the Forest Service, US.D.A. and local foresters. 

With its main idea relating to this year's contest theme of 'Tire and Pollu- 
tion Prevention: Viclci's poster won fust place honors in the 24th annual 
Fresno County Sportsmans Club poster contest and was further judged that 
same recognition on state and rkglonal levels before being submitted to the 
national competition. 

Vicki. daughter of lbm Spradling, electrician~operatlons/plpelines, 
Coalinga, is IS years old and will be in the tenth grade at Coalinga High 
School this fall. 

Submitted by Cecilia Wisoizke 
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L.M. Coert 
from Line mder 
to Englneenng Asst 
WCD-Simi to Anahem 

Shell 
Welcomes 

HO 
D.D. Solomon 
Secretary 11 
8HO- Employee Relations 

L.A. Emmen 
Sr, Staff Fin. Rep. 
HO-Reasury 

J. Stripling 
Sr. Secretary 
HO- Oil Movements 

E.C. Sumner 
M ~ I  Oper. and Mtce. Control 
HO-Oper. and Mtce. Control 

CD 
R. M. Naglee 
Communications "C 
CD-Midland 

F. J. Armstrong 
EtlgineeI 
CD-Midland 

1.1. Alhright 
Laborer 
CD-Newcastle 

N.G. B- 
Accounting Assistant 
CD-Midland 

J.D. Adams 
Laborer 
CD-Kermit 

A.L. Lewk 
Senior Clerk 
CD- Midland 

R.C. Brian 
Laborer 
CD-Kermt 

R.B.May 
Laborer 
CD-Kerrmt 

R. W. Hnber 
Laborer 
CD- Newcastle 

D.G. Eavenr 
Laborer 
CD- Baker 

I 

GCD 
S.K. Nivens 
Laborer 
GCD - St. James 

R.€! Land- 
Laborer 
GCD-Sarrento 

D.B. Ritchie 
Mechanic " C  
GCD-St. James 

R.E. Hoevel 
Communications "B" 
GCD-St. James 

R. J. Le Noir 
Laborer 
GCD-Sonento 

M. K. Ripp 
Laborer 
GCD-St. James 

-K.J. Wkchester 
Laborer 
GCD-St. James 

D.E. Shipley 
Supervisor Admin. Svcs 
GCD-New Orleans 

L. W. Kinison J.E. Burk 
40 years - July 35 years - July 

MCD 
1. Robinson 
Clerk 
MCD- Indmapolls 

D. W. D e B d e r  
Accountant 
MCD- Indmapolls 

L.N. Boyd 
Spv Mtce (Corrosion) 
MCD-Indianapolis 

K. W. Dnf fy  
Laborer 
MCD-Dyersburg 

WCD 
D.M. King 
Pipeliner 
WCD- Long Beach 

Service 
Anniversaries 

1. W.-Kinkon 
HO-Houston 
40 years 

J.E.Byk 
CD-EIPaso , 
35years 

F. E. G d o d  
MCD- Cushmg 
35 years 

R.T. Woodrow 
CD-Eumce 
35 years 

R.S. Alexander 
CD-Baker 
30 years 

D. W. D e q  
HO- Houston 
30 years 

35yeius-June 

W.A. Bomemann 
MCD- Oak Brook 
25years 

S.L. Grove, Jr. 
MCD-Sibley 
25 years 

W. 1. Morton 
WCD- Caliola 
25 years 

R.G. R p a n  
HO-Houston 
20 years 

I! L. Damery 
MCDLHamstawn 
15 years 

W.C. Emell 
CD-Newcastle 
15 years 

E W . U  
HO- Houston 
15 years 

J.R. Langfod 
CD-McCamey 
l 5 y e m  

E.K. RnsseUIII 
HO-Houston 
15 years 

W.D. Wortman 
WCD-Simi 
15 years 

D. R. Blaschke 
CD- Midland 
10 years 

S.D. Bow 
MCD- Joppa 
10 years 

B.L. BomS 
CD- McCamey 
lflvears 

D. W. D e n y  
30years-July 

W. L. Candler, Jr. 
MCD- Cushing 
10 years 

J. T. Chnrchill 
CCD-New Orleans 
lflyears 

C. Galley 
GCD- Pasadena 
10 years 

€! E. Hopson 
CD- Midland 
1flyears 

R.L. Johnson 
WCD- Bakersfield 
10 years 

D. R. Nelson 
MCD- Patoka 
10 years 

EL. Sandera 
WCD- Bakersfield 
10 years 

€! Shemod, Jr. 
CD--GoIdsmith 
10 years 

J.B.Thorp 
WCD- Bakersfield 
10 years 

Retirements 
J.T. Bergeron 
SL EnglneenngAsslstant 
HO-Opei and Mtce Control 

J.E, lhner 
Station Attendant 
CD-Bker 

S.L. Grove, Jr. 
25 years-June 
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"Camels in Texas," depicting one 
method of pre-pipeline transpor- 
tation in west Terns, is a part of the 
collection at the Permian Basin 
Petroleum Museum in Midland, 
described on page 5. 

Billye Lynn Ratliff, editor 
713-241-5396 
SSN-421-5396 

Published each month for em- 
ployees, pensioners, families and 
iriends of Shell Pipe Line Corpon 
tion. All correspondence should b 

Shell Plaza P 0. Box 2463, Houstoi 

field reporters: 

addressed to Go Devil, 1591 On 31ou 07 
8531'- ALL) ~ , 

J a 

Ch"#h' f.Ub.L: 

Indianapolis Laurie Burcir ,I 

I: Xh ki li 
~ Tex. 77001. or to one of the followin 3 &iX 190 

I 90739 Mid-Continent Division c;DNZirLLS 
. . . . . . . . .  

North Line . . . . . . . . . . .  Emily Smith 
. . ShirleyAbbott 

Cushing , , , , , , , , Carolyn Maynard 
Wood RLvei . . . . . . . .  Ramona Porter 

Central Division 
Midland . . . . . . . . . . .  Martha Foster 
Rocky Mountain . . . .  Ann McColley 

West Coast Division 
Los Angeles Dine Moore 
Coalinga . . . . . . . .  Cecilia Wisotzke 
Long Beach . . . . . . .  Connie Sanford 

Gulf Coast Division 
New Orleans . . . . . . . . .  Gail Melton 
PL Construction . . . .  Art LaRochelle 

35 years ago 
Every Tuesday and Thursday 
night, three Houston Shell Pipe 
Liners Can be found instructing 
their students in Engineering War 
TYaining classes. 

Bulk Rate 
US. POstage 
PAID 

Houston, Texas 
Permit No. 2264 

The chemical safety training Story on 
pages 6 and 7. along with the Page 5 
box on the Shell Companies Founda- 
lion, lnc., were written by Carlos 
Vidal Gmh. Grethis working in Shell 
Oil Company's Puhlic Affairs de- 
partment as a summer intern, Prior to 
entering the master's Program in 
journalism at Stanford University. 

COVER 1 Glances backward 

in safety This West Texas Area sta- 
tion has worked twentyone years 
and twentyeight days, as of De- 
cember 31. 1948, without a lost-time 
accident. 

The Mid-Continent area led the 
System with my-one locations re- 
ceiving the annual safety certifi- 
cates out of 125 awarded in 1948. Six 

Technological engineer L. J. 
Rittiner, valuation engineer G. L. 
Shanks, and Bayou senior drafts- 
man C. N. Shields teach the short 
courses, authorized by the U.S. 
Ofice of Education under the Engi- I neering, Science, and Manage- 

handle then present lobs as well as 
lobs of higher capacity 

30 years ago 
Hendncks Station leads PiDe Llne 

contributor 

West Texas Area locations have 
compiled over twenty years with- 
out a lost-time accident: Hendrick, 
Yates, Bamsley, Archer, Baylor, and 
Roberts stations. Thirtyone groups 
reached the select circle of having 
worked fifteen years or more with- 
out such an accident. 

25 years ago 
A L. (Buck) Geer has been named 
Colorado City division superin- 
tendent. effective July 1, succeed- 
ing E. M. Owen, whoretired. 

Geer is a familiar figwe in &I- 
orado City, where he has been lo- 
cated with Shell Pipe Line almost 
his entire career The fact that he is 
well-hked and respected by his 
fellow townsmen is illustrated by 
his having been elected lo the  city 
council there in the past. (See An- 
niivemq page 8.) 

20 years ago 
A new patrol plane, a Cessna 172, 
recently has been made available 
for Shell Pipe Line patrol service, 
replacing a Luscombe Silvaires. 
S. W. Millard, aircraft technician, 
lefi, is shown bidding "happy land- 

ings" to B. A. Funk, West Texas Di- 
vision patrol pilot, before Fwk de- 
parts from the Houston mainte- 
nance base for a fight to Midland. 

The new airplane w a  be used 
not only for ioutine pipeline patrol 
but also for transporting personnel 
and for observation flights. The 
tnm, all-metal ship can carry up to 
three passengers in addition to the 
pilot. 

One of its first flights was of an 
emergency name- transporting a 
doctor to a field location to treat an 
injued Shell Oil employee. 

10 years ago 
Shell Pipe Line Corporation is nea-  
ing completion on two new micro- 
wave System c o m c t i o n  projects 
and a third is preparing to get 
underway. 

Construction of the I65-mile 
Houston-Kilgore network and a 
55-mile long extension of the O m k  
system to link F'atoka Terminal to 
Shell's Wood R ~ e r  Reiinery is ex- 
pected to be complete by mid- 
June. The third project, a 345-mile 
Houston-New Orleans tie, is pres- 
ently in the preliminary construc- 
tion stage. 





Superlatives abound as 
Cognac hits new depths 

"Reaching new heights" is an 
expression usually equated with 
achieving a goal. Such literally 
was the case with the successful 
installation of the Cognac pro
duction platform in the Gulf 
of Mexico, the world's tallest 
offshore platform. 

But the opposite arlha! ex
pression may also be true. With 
the laying of the Cognac pipe
line in 1,025 feet afwater in 
Southwest Pass, the company 
reached a goal that involved 
new depths in pipeline con
struction. When it goes into use 
this fall, the 12-inch line will be 
the deepest crude oil pipeline in 
the world to date. 

The height and the depth 
aren't mutually exclusive, how
ever. The history of the devel
opment of the pipeline pretty 
much parallels that of the p lat
form, says Carl Langner, staff 
engineer, Pipeline Construction. 

"When the platform initially 
was studied in 1973, everyone 
knew we were going to produce 
oil and therefore would have to 
transport it, so it followed natu
rally that we should study a 
pipeline to go with the platform," 
he says. 

This cooperation became 
immediately crucial because 
the design of the r iser - the part 
of the pipeline which goes from 
the seafloor to the top of the plat~ 
.form - had to be coordinated 
with the design of the platform. 
Designing a riser for the world's 
tallest platform presented a real 
challenge. 

Tri-part riser conduit 
A decision was made to go with 
a J-tube riser. "As the p latform 
was built in three par ts, the 
J~tube conduit was also built as 
three separate conduits. As a 
result there are gaps in the 
J-tube conduit where salt water 

Assembling this pipeline (left) re
quired approximate ly 20,000 pounds 
of welding rods, at a rate of 28 to 30 
rods per weld. 

The artic ulated stinger used on 
barge 29 (far right) is licensed to 
McDermott under a Shell patent co
authored by Carl Langner (right). 
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can flow in and out of it," says 
Langner. "'Ib help prevent cor· 
rosion, we've used a special 
quarter· inch thick neoprene 
coating called Splashtron on the 
riser pipe. This is the first time 
we've used this material to coat 
an entire riser pipe." 

The use of Splashtron on the 
J·tube riser is one of several 
new products and techniques 
which resulted from Pipeline 
Construction studies of this proj· 
ecL The Cognac design team 
projects manager George 
Walker, projects engineer Harry 
Wilkinson, and Langner - also 
utilized other unique or first·time 
applications: 
, • thick·wall pipe coated with 

thin-film epoxy, instead of 
the usual thin-wall pipe 
coated with concrete and 
other materials; 

• the same fusion· bonded 
epoxy material to coat the 
field joints on the lay barge; 

• a Lucker cable puller to haul 
the pipe from the lay barge 
down to the sea bottom and 
then up through the J-tube 
conduit; 

• an articulated stinger to lay 
the pipe in the deep water; 
and 

• a special mooring system 
consisting of 12-40,OOO-pound 
anchors each connected to 
the lay barge by 135 feet of 
chain and 6500 feet of wire 
cable. 

Also involved in these initial 

GO DEVIL 

design phases were Ken Green, 
Bob Darwin, Kent Shellene, and 
Walter Nann y. 

Pipe negates buckle 
Because the line is designed for 
two· phase flow - transporting 
both oil and gas - the team pro
posed USing a 12-inch line, a 
somewhat larger pipe than 
would have been needed for oil 
alone. The next question was, 
what kind of pipe? 

"We chose to go with a heavy 
steel pipe (up to 0.688 inch wall) 
rather than a thin·wall pipe 
wrapped in concrete. While the 
thicker steel wall costs a little 
more, the heavy pipe solved two 
problems," says Wilkinson. 

"It allows us to apply a 
stronger grip to the pipe with
out collapsing it in the tension 
machines that hold it on the lay 
barge, and it gives the pipe 
more resistance against buck
ling from bending and external 
pressure in deep water. One 
thing we're trying to avoid is 
buckle propagation - the proc
ess by which the pressure of the 
surrounding water will cause a 
flat spot to spread out and run 
along the pipe and flatten the 
whole piece. 

"Using the wall thickness 
we've chosen, this phenomenon 
will not occur; the pipe could 
buckle but the damage will not 
propagate. " 

Shotblasted 
While the use of this heavy pipe 

eliminates the need for a weight 
coating, the pipe does need the 
protection of a corrosion coat
ing. A thin-film fusion-bonded 
epoxy coating, which Shell re
search efforts helped to develop 
for offshore projects, was chosen 
for this project. A product of Cook 
Paint Company, this coating uses 
as its primary ingredient Shell 
resins. It is applied to the pipe in 
the coating yard before the pipe 
is loaded on barges to go offshore 

"Tb apply the coating, the 
pipe is first shotblasted with lit
tle metal pellets so that all the 
rust and scale are removed and 
the metal is cleaned to '\ bright 
finish," says Langner. 

"The pipe then passes 
through a furnace where it's 
heated to about 500" fahren
heit and the epoxy powder is 
sprayed onto the hot pipe. In a 
matter of a few seconds, the 
reaction in the chemical com
pound hardens the powder into 
a coating. It looks like paint but 
it adheres very strongly to the 
pipe." 

Pulling the pipe 
In another unique Cognac pipe-
1ine operation, a Lucker cable 
puller was suspended from 
Shell's Rig 11 on the Cognac plat
f<i1:m. Used mainly for tightening 
cables in suspension bridges 
and similar applications, one 
of these cable pullers was pur
chased especially for this job 
by the prime contractor, ]. Ray 
McDermott. Nominally this 

device can pull up to 400,000 
pounds on a 2Y:>.-inch wire cable 
at a rate of 20 feet per minute. 

"When we were ready to pull 
the pipe through the J-tube, 
drilling operations were sus
pended on Rig 11 and the 
Lucker puller was hung from the 
block on this rig to facilitate the 
installation of the pipeline riser," 
says Walker. 

"This was part of the initial 
plan, a very well designed proj 
ect both from the platform point 
of view - and also from the 
pipeline point of view - as we 
have now proven." 

Stinger design 
The use of an articulated stinger 
for this project is not a first, but, 
by vir tue of its history, it is cer
tainly appropriate. The stinger is 
licensed to McDermott under a 
Shell patent co-authored by Carl 
Langner. 

Langner originally developed 
the articulated stinger concept 
on his first assignment at the 
Shell Pipeline Research and 
Development lab in 1967 and 
1968. A stinger cradles the pipe 
on a series of rollers as it leaves 
the lay barge, and gives support 
to the pipe in the "overbend" 
until the pipe can safely sag 
down to the sea bottom. 

"The stinger used for this 
project is McDermott's stinger 
No. 20, a North Sea-type stinger, 
meaning that it has a larger and 
deeper cross-sectional area 
than stingers normally used in 
the Gulf. McDermott decided on 
this stinger as a safety measure. 
The contractor did not want any 
failures, especially in the record 
water depths encountered on 
this project," says Langner. 

The stinger has five sections, 
hinged together by special flex
ible connectors. The stinger is 
controlled by pwnping either air 
or water into the sections in 
order to maintain the stinger in a 
700-foot radius arc. In this deep 
water configuration, the stinger 
curves down from the stern of 
the barge to a maximwn depth 
at the tip of about 140 feet and a 
maximum angle of about 40 de
grees. In shallower water, the 
stinger straightens out, becom
ing less deep, and so continues 
to maintain the pipe in a smooth 
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On board barge 29 ••• 

IT was May 5, and J. Ray McDermott's lay 
barge No. 29 was under tow from Bayou 
Bouef, Louisiana, for the 40-mile trip to the 
Cognac platform out in the Gulf. 

The trip out didn't take long. On May 6, 
the barge was on site, ready to begin the 
fabricating and laying of the world's 
deepest operating crude oil line, the 12-
int h diameter Cognac pipeline. 

The return trip was to take three weeh:>, 
With a supporting crew of more than 200 
men, the floating pipe factory traveled at a 
rate of about a mile and a half a day, pro
ducing as much as 14,000 feet of finished 
pipe. 

The crew, including both McDermott 
employees and Shell Pipe Line inspectors, 
works two 12-hour shifts, one beginning al 
II 8,m. and the other at 11 p.rn. The routine 
is tedious and requires constant attention. 

To the casual observer, the assembly 
line is somethin~g to see. Every six to seven 
minutes one section of pipe is rolled into 
place at the beginning of the assembly 
process. Welders at the bead station make 
the pipe's first attachment to the line. 

spector on duty. Following the bead station, 
he sees each 40-foot piece of pipe through 
three filler stations and a capping station, 
with six minutes of welding devoted to 
each stop. 

"These welders work constantly for the 
entire time limit, putting on as much weld 
as possible," says R. L. "Reggie" Prather, 
senior inspector from McCamey. "We're 
using the most up-to-the-minute stick rod 
welding technology, but it's not anything 
unusual, not like some of the exotic 
methods used in the North Sea. It's the 
same type that we used on the Bourbon 
pipeline," which, until Cognac, was the 
Gulfs deepest at 425 feet. (The 8-inch 
Bourbon line was built during April of Ihis 
year.) 

Bill Moates, Shell Oil Company construc
tion superintendent in charge of the barge, 
estimates that assembling this line required 
approximately 20,000 pounds of welding 
rods, at a rate of 28 to 30 rods per weld. 

Playing ping pong is one way Richard Lopez passes 
the time when he's not on duty. 

Jake Sullivan, lead pipe liner from 
Jackson, Mississippi, is the welding in-

The barge's whistle blows, the crewmen 
in the control tower engage the anchor 
winches, and the barge makes a 40- fool 

"S-curve" between the barge 
and the seabottom. 

Mooring devices 
Another of the superlatives of 
this job was the mooring system. 
At the appropriate times 
throughout the pipe assembly 
process, tugboats moved the 
12-40,000 pound anchors and as
sociated chain and wire line ac
cording to a precise plan which 
allowed the barge to position it
self along the pipeline route. 

"The barge moves on its an
chors," says Walker. "To move 
forward you must pull in on the 
six forward anchor lines and pay 
out the six stern anchor lines. At 
the same time, the pipe is grip
ped in a pair of tension ma
chines which apply up to 100,000 
pounds tension to the pipe. It is 
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imperative that constant tension 
be maintained on the pipeline, 
even while the barge is moving, 
in order to keep it from buckling." 

Up to 6500 feet of 2~-inch 
wire cable, plus 135 feet of chain 
between barge and anchors, 
made this the largest mooring 
system currently in use in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Roving eve 
Taylor Diving Company was en
gaged to have a saturation div
ing syslem and a team of divers 
standing by the barge, "in case 
we dropped a cable and had to 
pick it up, or if we had t9 do 
work on the pipe while it was on 
the bottom," says Wilkinson. The 
divers never had to be called 
into action. Instead, two remole
controlled vehicles were used, 

mainly for observation purposes. 
One, Taylor's RCV 225, is 

essentially an underwater eye, 
employing a television camera 
and electrically powered thrus
tors to maneuver it from place to 
place. The other underwater 
vehicle was McDermott's TROY, 
which is equipped with thrustors 
and two TV cameras and also 
has two manipulating arms 
which were able to do a certain 
amount of work. 

"We'd never used either of 
these on a pipeline job before," 
says Langner. "Before we could 
run pipe by the J-tube, we had 
to run a messenger wire down 
the tube and out to the lay barge. 
When we installed the wire in 
the J-tube, we used the RCV to 
verify that the wire indeed was 
properly in the tube. To retrieve 

the wire, we dropped a hook 
down over the stem of a work 
boat and positioned it just out
side the end of the J-tube, which 
is lO feet off bottom or 10lO feet 
below the water surface. 

"Then we 'flew' the TROV 
down to the mouth of the J-tube, 
grabbed the hook with one of 
TROV's manipulator arms, and 
connected the hook into an eye 
on the end of our messenger 
wire. Then all we had to do was 
pull the wire up to the workboal. 
Due to the increasing restric
tions placed on divers today, 
these unmanned vehicles are 
becoming increasingly popular 
in performing services which 
divers used to do." 

As might be expected when 
dealing with superlatives, build
ing the deepest operating crude 
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step toward land, which takes about 45 
seconds. During the move, another piece of 
pipe is rolled. into place. 

The joint attached about 30 minutes ago 
has reached the x-ray station for a final 
pass on inspecting the weld. "Beside the 
x-ray, we make a visual inspection of all 
caps," says Dave Lewis, another head 
office inspector on board. "Each one has 
to be approximately ~ -inch wide and a 
nickel high." 

On one side of the barge, a crane 
operator is continuously supplying the 
joints from another barge pulled up 
alongside No. 29, sometimes as many as 
280 a day. 

Six more minutes pass. The pipe is now 
in the domain of Richard Lopez, coating in
spector from Kermit. A McDermott crew· 
man in what looks like the latest in space 
suit designs from NASA fuses an epoxy 
coating to the weld area of the joint. It 
passes from vision as it moves out the 
stinger on its journey to the mud at the bot
tom of the Gulf. 

Following this routine for 12 hours, a 
guy has to be ready to take a break. 
Richard Lopez was just getting off the 
II p.m. to 11 a.m. shift when he made 
these comments about life on the barge: 

"B ecause we're out here for 14 days at a 
time (followed by seven days ofO, you get 
familiar with the different Westyle pretty 
quickly. Even if it's a guy's first time out, he's 
able to readjust his body clock to the 

routine, 
"I'll eat when I get off. Meals are selVed 

every six hours. If you just sit around, it's 
easy to gain weight. So 1 try to get some 
kind of exercise every day. We have a little 
weight room where we can jump rope, or 
lift weights, or play ping pong, 

'"l'hen l'll talk to the guys, or go to the 
movie if it's one I want to see." 

'I.'here's a mini movie theater on board 
where current movies are shown several 
times during the day. Playing at the theater 
during this trip were films featuring 
Charles Bronson and the Three Stooges, 
among others. 

About two o'clock, Richard says it's time 
to go to !he bunk room he shares with three 
other crewmembers to try to get some 
sleep. fie gets up at 9:30 p.m., eats, and re
swnes inspecting coatings. 

Bill Moates, being the decision-maker, 
problem-solver, and "official in residence," 
on board, maintains a more hectic pattern. 
Over a steak lunch, Moates says, "When 
we're pulling a riser, or when crossing 
another pipeline, it's not unusual for me to 
go for 72-hour stretches without sleep, If I 
get five hours sleep, 1 consider it a good 
night. 

"People are coming to me with questions, 
plus I just like to keep an eye on the opera
tion." That's probably a reason for another 
of his actions; he rarely tp.kes even one day 
off during a job. 

Bill, while picking at his meal (he says he 
has put on a few pounds because of the 

boat's good food), says his Shell Pipe Line 
career began 33 years ago in Colorado 
City and includes much time offshore, in
cluding time on the Irish Sea off Wales. 

Shortly before the Cognac line began, 
Moates spent 31 months offshore New Zea
land on pipeline work. 

Back on land, there's activity, too. H. B. 
"Buster" Hughes and Company has com
pleted the three-mile on-land segment 
connecting the line at Southwest Pass into 
the Delta System at East Bay facilities, for 
the eventual transport of Cognac produc
tion to the Norco refinery. 

A McDermott "mini" barge started 
where the Hughes section ended, trench
ing and laying the pipe out about 4,000 feet 
linto the bay to a water depth that would ac
commodate the huge lay barge 29. 

On the barge, the tower operators find 
themselves maneuvering in shallower 
water, the pipe laying goes faster, and on 
May 27, the two hnes come together, Tie
ins are made, the line is tested, and the lay 
barge is released. 

Regulations require offshore pipelines to 
be buried three feet in the seabed in wat
ers less than 200 feet deep. McDermott's 
bury barge "jirafa," much smaller but much 
noisier than the 29, starts jetting at the tie-in 
point and trenching the line down three to 
seven feet. jetting is stopped at 208 feet 
water depth - 37,000 feet buried. Hydrosta
tic testing of the entire line is complete on 
june 9. 

Cognac has a pipeline. 

oil pipeline is an expensive ven
ture, "Our major costs and the 
major amount of time consumed 
were not during the pipe-laying 
itself, but rather during the 
preparations and during the 
various pipeline tie-ins," says 
Wilkinson. "Because the lay 
barge itself is primarily a float
ing pipe factory, it welds pipe 
together at a very fast rate (see 
related story)." 

The Cognac pipeline - that is, 
the riser, the pipe, the onshore 
section, and the tie-in, every
thing to get a pipeline from the 
platform to the Southwest Pass 
Station - was authorized for $16 
million, whereas actual costs 
were less than $12 million. 

The j-tube riser was installed 
on May 10, pipelay from the plat
form 23,5 miles to shore was 
completed May 27, burying with 
3 feet of cover from shore to the 
- 200 depth contour was com
pleted june 5, and the line was 
hydrostatically tested to 2160 psi 
for 24 hours on june 8 and 9. 

The team members estimated 
the "spread" cost to be approx
imately $125,000 per day while 
laying pipe, including the team 
of contingency divers on board. 

Moates (left, pictured with Walker, projects manager for the pipeline) has 
spent years offshore during his 33-year tenure with Shell Pipe Line. 

5 



I For more than 10 years, the voices 
have returned at the same time of the 
year - Labor Day weekend. A student 
of the John Muir trail high up in the 
California Sierra might think the voices 
belong to a band of pioneers am
bushed along the way years ago. Ac
tually, the voices of the quartet croon
ing around the campfire belong to a 
group of very much alive backPackers 
who are repeating a yearly ritual 
begun when their sons were Boy 
Scouts. 

"When my son was in Scouts," says 
then assistant Scout Master Clyde Titus 
"we worked up a 'hike-a-month' plan. 
The troop was outdoor-activity related, 
and these outings served to get all the 
boys ready for the main event, the an
nual summer trek into the Sierras. On 
these monthly trips, we tried to impart 
how to as well as how not to camp
learning proper camping and a re
spect for it." 

But when it was time to hit the John 
Muir trail for the yearly jaunt with 30 to 
35 boys- all of whom had to qualify as 
First Class Scouts - it was time to call 
in the reserves, in the form of other 
dads who went along. 

When the Scouting years were over, 
the dads decided to continue the ritual, 
and the association has resulted in 
Titus' calling these men his best 
friends now. 

"During the years of working with 
the Scouts, we covered all 223 miles of 
the Muir trail, which begins in Yose
mite National Park. We'd go out for 10 
days a year, covering 50 to 80 miles a 
trip. It took five years to complete the 
e ntire trail which terminates near 
Mount Whitney," he says. 

Taking about 50 people into remote 
areas for a number of days requires 
meticulous advance planning. "To 
begin with, you must file a hike plan 
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with the Forest Service and get the re
quired permits to make the trip. In ad
dition, the Scouting program also re
quired that we submit a copy of our 
menus and a list of who was in charge \ 
of the activity," says Titus. 

"Then there was the matter of food 
for all these folks. One to two weeks 
ahead of the trip, we'd shop; a day or 
two in advance, we'd layout the meals. 
L'1 those days, we didn't have the selec
tion of dehydrated food packages we 
have today. We took food, and along 
with clothes and utensils, those 
baCkPacks got mighty heavy." 

A typical day's' menu read - break
fast - western omelette, bacon bar, hot 

Titus - cleaning a fish .•. 

fruit mix, and tang/coffee/cocoa; 
lunch - cheese and bread, nuts or 
gorp, and punch; dinner - soup, 
mashed potatoes and peas, meatballs 
and gravy, pudding, and coffee. 

Also stuffed in those 50 to 60 pound 
packs were a first aid kit, sleeping bag, 
tube tent, and personal items. Also on 
the list of required items is a Titus 
touch, "a smile." 

Out of respect for the wilderness 
and downstream campers, the boys 
never went swimming. They washed 
their clothes, but in a bag of stream 
water carried at least 100 yards away 
from the water source. 

"The reward in taking the kids is 
seeing them grow and develop, be-

. .. and in the landscape he loves. 



the High Sierra 
come self-reliant," Titus says. "We 
never had a failure. Yeah, a couple of 
borderline cases, but they worked out 
for the better. For example, the kid 
who left his trash around the fire had 
his mistake 'impressed' upon him when 
we had him carry the trash of the 
entire troop for the length of that trip." 

As their sons grew out of Scouting, 
the adults took up the trail for their own 
enjoyment, setting aside the last week 
In August, through Labor Day 
weekend, as their time together. "We 
go cross country now on our own, with 
the help of a topographical map. It's all 
wilderness area; we have to get De
partment of the Interior permits to 

camp there," says Titus, one of the 
yearly organizers, along with two other 
l4-year veterans. 

"We / still follow much the same 
schedule as we did in Scouting - food 
preparation (although more grocery 
store ' items are available now) and 
keeping the trail close to water, for 
example." 

Their concern for the environment is 
genuine and continues, too. "We take 
fishing equipment and eat a lot of fish, 
but we never catch more than we can 
eat." 

One way the men have deviated 
from the Scouting mutine is that they 
now take it easier on the trail, espous
ing 40 to 50 as a nearly optimal number 

of miles and 80 as "just too much. And if 
we find a particularly nice layover 
place, we may alter our plan and stay 
an extra day or so." 

1979's trip was through Shepherd 
IPass. They've never duplicated a path, 
and they're contemplating Hawaii in a 
year or two, their first venture out of 
the Sierra. 

Clyde is naturally athletically
inclined. He lettered as a starting right 
guard on the 1951 Iowa State University 
football team. He worked out regularly 
every day to train for the trip - jump
ing rope, swimming, always exerting 
himself. 

"Every year, the first day or two, I 
get altitude sickness. After that, I feel 
like a million bucks. I usually lose ten 
pounds in those ten days from all the 
exercise and no snacks. And all my 
problems diminish in perspective; I 
come back a 'new man. '" says the op
erations assistant to Bill Grillos, West 
Coast Division manager. 

A second reward of the Scouting 
experience comes into focus again this 
year. "A lot of our kids have graduated 
from college, gone to work, and plan 
their vacations around coming back 
and joining lis for the trip. Our usual 
group of 10 has Q-rown to about 18 this 
year," he says with pride. 

The families have remained close, 
too, planning summer vacations to
gether and having an annual "picture 
party" after each year's new venture. 
"It's kind of like we all grew up 
together." 

With his friend with whom he's been 
hiking the longest, Clyde has a pact: 
"Whichever one of us goes first , I'll 
scatter his ashes over the Sierra, or 
he'll scatter mine. With all the 
mountains, streams, trees, and beauti
ful scenery, I can't think of a better 
place to be." 
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Wit h deepwater pipelaying 

"Problems not unlike those in space" 
A jointly-sponsored effort 
between Shell and 19 other 
companies has been initiated 
to explore technology in 
what Ray Ayers calls "a sig
nificant challenge in deep
water pipelaying." This work 
has to do with developing 
the technology to align and 
connect up to 36-inch diam
eter pipe in water depths to 
2,000 feet. "At those depths, 
some of the problems we 
encounter are not unlike 
those found in outer space," 
said Ayers, senior staff 
research engineer, in the 
Transportation Research and 
Engineering Department 
at Shell Development Com
pany's West hollow Research 
Center, formerly with the 
NASA space program. 

Claude Sellars, Jr. , super
visor senior staff, conceived 
the effort and called upon 
Ayers to formulate the pro
gram, titled "Subsea Align
ment and Connection Me th
ods in Deepwater Pipeline 
Construction." This project 
will take 15 months to com
plete and cost $650,000. Bob 
Kipp, research engineer, is _ 
involved in special analyses, 
while a number of consul
tants are used to round out 
the team. 

"The problem consists 
of two parts," said Ayers, 
"positioning the ends to be 
connected, then locking the 
ends together with a strong 
metal-to-metal seal between." 

Because of the large pipe 
diameters involved, the pipe 
to be joined is extremely stiff 
and requires tremendous 
forces to achieve proper 
positioning. The problem is 
made more difficult due to 
the extreme water depths 
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involved, often well be low 
diver depth capability. 

The major emphasis is on 
mechanical connectors to 
Join pipe to pipes, pipe to 
risers, and pipe to subsea 
structures. There are major 
differences in the installation 
methods for these cases, 
largely in alignment aspects. 

The installation of these 
tie-ins, or connections, at 
great depths poses special 
problems. For example, 
when divers are involved in 
installing pipeline tie-ins to 
risers in areas such as the 
North Sea, a single tie-in may 
take as long as a month to 
complete and cost as much 
as three million dollars. 
Those involved in the pro
gram also want to examine 
remote-controlled (con
nected by an operator on the -
surface) tie-ins which haven't 
been used yet, and welds 
accomplished within a sub
marine chamber or vessel. 

This is not the first large 
deepwater pipeline research 
project conducted by Shell. 
Previous projects, also joint
industry supported, were 
two phases of a program, 
"Deepwater Pipeline Feasi
bility Study." The study was 
described by Sellars as "the 
bible of the offshore pipeline 
industry." Phase I began in 
September 1974, took 29 
months to complete, and had 
38 participating companies. 
It examined the feasibility 
of laying pipe at depths 
down to 3,000 feet. Phase II 
began September 1977, took 
18 months to complete, and 
involved 20 companies. It 
examined the possibilities 
of improving conventional 
methods of pipe laying. All 
told, the "Feasibility Study," 

Story and photo by Carlos Vidat Greth 

Ayers says it's a problem of positioning the ends and then locking them 
strongly together. 

cost $1.32 million. 

The research on developing 
systems fOr aligning and join
ing large-diameter pipes will 
have other applications: for 

'. smaller pipe in shallower 
waters, for pipeline repair 
and even for surface pipeline 
connections. Shell is consid
e red to be in the forefront of 
such research and devel
opment efforts. 

As exercises in technology 
development, joint ventures 
have proven to be very re
warding. "We're gratified," 
said Ayers, "that so many 
companies have recognized 
the need for the program. 
Out of 40 companies attend
ing the proposal review 
meeting, 20 came through 
with money." Those involved 
include other oil companies, 
gas transmission fIrms, and 
both large and small con
tracting and service com
panies. Participants are: 
Amoco International, Blohm 
& Voss AG, Bouygues 
Offshore, Brown & Root, Inc., 
Coflexip & Services, Inc., 

Continental Oil Co., Exxon 
Production Research Co. 
(Supporting Company), 
Getty Oil, Gulf Research and 
Development Co., Hydrotech 
Systems, Inc., Marathon 
Pipe Line Co. , Nippon Kokan 
KK, Petro-Canada, Phillips 
Petroleum, Saipem S.p.A., 
.Standard Oil Co. of Califor
nia' Sun Gas Co., Texas Gas 
Transmission Corp. and 
Transcontinental Gas Pipe 
Line. 

An objective of the project 
is to develop reliable non
welded connections. "We 
hope to learn enough about 
mechanical joints," said 
Ayers, "to be able to develop 
confidence in their long-term 
integrity." Hyperbaric weld
ing, me tal-sealed mechanical 
flanges, and elastomer
sealed mechanisms have all 
been used with some suc
cess on flexible, small-diam
eter lines. This study will 
examine ways in which such 
tie-ins can be made cost
effective for much larger and 
stiffer pipe. 
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Pipeline people t 

Scholarship deadline Nov 1 
Early as it may seem, it's not too soon for high school juniors to begin col
lege plans. As a matter of fact, a deadline is already approaching for Shell 
children who will graduate from high school in 1981. 

Again this year, the Shell Companies Foundation, Incorporated, has set 
November 1. 1979, as the deadline for submitting entry forms. 

In its thirteenth Shell Companies Scholarship Competition, the Shell 
Companies Foundation, Incorporated, will sponsor 50 college scholarships 
for Shell children who will complete high school in 1981 and enter college 
in 1981. As in previous years, all phases of the Competition will be handled 
by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC). 

Those eligible are sons and daughters of regular full-time employees 
and retired or deceased employees of Shell Oil Company (including Shell 
Chemical Company and Shell Development Company) and Shell Pipe 
tine Corporation. 

Completed 1981 Entry Forms must be submitted by November I, 1919, to 
Scholarship Competition, Shell Companies Foundation, Incorporated, '!\vo 
Shell Plaza, Po. Box 2099, Houston, Texas 11001. Additionally, applicants 
must take the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Text/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQ'I') which will be given in high 
schools on October 23 or October 21, 1979. 

Descriptive booklets covering the program and 1981 Entry Forms may 
be obtained from the Employee Relations office at any Company location 
or from the Shell Companies Foundation, Incorporated, Two Shell Plaza, 
EO. Box 2099, Houston, TX 77001 (Telephone: 241-3078). 

Steak sizzle 

Log Lake Park in Kalkaska was the site of the Central Michigan District Steak 
Fry on July 20th. Chefs pictured are (left to right) Gib Pritchard, field gauger; 
Sandy Raudman, laborer; and Ed Renner, mechanical technician. 

Submilted by Dedra Edgar 

GO DEVIL 

Retirement parties 
J.E. (John) Burk, delivery gauger at EI Paso, retired July 1, 1979. He and his 
wife Blanche were honored at a dinner held recently at Howard Johnson's. 
Fellow employees from Odessa and Midland attended, as did the entire 
personnel from the EI Paso Terminal. 

In addition to the gift certificates which they received, John was pre
sented his 35-year service anniversary award and the Certificate of Ap
preciation by George Axmann, district superintendent, Western District, 
Odessa. 

G. B. (Sarge) Campbell, operations foreman of El Paso, was Me. 
Burk began his career at McCamey where he was hired as a laborer. He 

also served as pipeliner and tank farm gauger there before going to 
Wheeler as field gauger. He later worked as field gauger at Wasson and 
Midland Farms before be\ng transferred to El Paso in his present assign
ment in September, 1965. 

The Burks like to travel and share an interest in ceramics and Indian 
jewelry which they plan to pursue. He plays gall and both are looking 
forward to their retirement in EI Paso. 

Mr. and Mrs. B,B. Bumett were honorees at a party given at New 
Mexico Electric Reddi Room, Hobbs, New Mexico, on April 21, 1979. Bur
nett, a field gauger at Hobbs, retired May I. after completing 31 years 
with Shell Pipe Line. 

P. R Wilson, gauger foreman at Hobbs, was master of ceremonies. 
Gifts for the couple were a mantle clock for "Speedy" and a stick pin 
for Bernice. 

Forrest Underwood, district superintendent, Northern District, Hobbs, 
presented Speedy the certificate of appreciation in recognition of 
his long tenure of service with Shell and his original application 
for employment. 

Cakes baked by the Northern District employee's wives were served 
along with punch and coffee to the 30 people attending the party. 

A trip to Pennsylvania and Washington, D. C., is next on their agenda. 
For the present time, the Burnetls plan to make their retirement home 
in Hobbs. 

Submitted by Martha Fosler 

..... ' 
Speedy and Bernice Bumett 
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Deaths 
Ralph V. Conover, retired [rom 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on January 1. 
1960, died August 9. He is survived 
by his widow, Janet, of Lake 
Charles, LA 

Noble S. Kine, retired from Shell 
Pipe Line Cop, on January 1. 1955, 
died August 24. He is survived by 
his widow, Ruth , of Austin, TX. 

Lewis C. Orr, retired from Shell 
Pipe Line Corp. on January I, 1975, 

! died July 15. He is survived by his 
widow, Helen, of Cushing, OK. 

Earl A. Parnham, retired from 
Products Pipe Line on June 1, 1962, 
died August 1. He is survived by 
his widow, Esther, of Leominster, 
MA. 

Harry T. Sullivan, communica
tions technician, Hobbs, died July 
23. He is survived by his widow, 
Dorothy, of Hobbs, NM. 

W. E. Thomp6on, retired from 
Shell Pipe Line Corp, on October 
31. 1959, died May 24, He is sur
vived by his widow, Sophia, of 
Union, MO 

Robert L. Tynes, retired from 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on May 1, 
1961, died August 7. He is survived 
by his widow, Ella, of 8elle MO. 

Robert D. Westfall,. retired from 
Products Pipe Lines on March I, 

_ 1969, died August IS. He is sur
vived by his widow, 8erneice, of 
Kokoma, IN. 

10 

Tykeliners 
Kathleen and Drew Cummings, 
engineer, Anaheim, announce the 
birth of their first child, a 7-1h. , I-oz. 
son, on August 9. Named Ryan 
Drew, he measured 20 inches long. 

Anna and Dan Kite, district 
engineer, Pasadena, became par
ents for the second time on July 6 
with the arrival of Johnathan Eric. 
The 7-lb., 5-oz., 20-lJ2 inch long 
son joins a sister, two-year-old 
Bobbie Jo, al home. 

Linda and Cad Lutz, pipe liner, 
Patoka, became the parents of a 
6-lb., 10-02. baby boyan August 4. 
He's named Michael Steven and 
was welcomed by a sister, Tanya, 
age 7. 

Marilyn and Carlos Smith, meter 
measurement technician, Nairn, 
became parenls for the first time ~ 

on July II. A daughter, Jamie 
Nicole, a-Ib., 2-1/2-02., 20 inches 
long, arrived the same day as Hur
ricane "Bob" visited the Nevy Or
leans area. 

Ryan Drew Cummings 

Johnathan Eric Kite 

Jaimie Nicole Smith 

" 

Mileposts 1-----_ 
Personnel 
Changes 

HO 
J.F. BW'kett 
from Sr. Pipeline Analyst 
to Oil Mvmt. Scheduler 
HO- Oil Movements 

V.B.Gorham 
from Analyst 
to Purchasing Analyst 
HO- Purchasing 

CD 
R.C.Shahan 
from Pipeliner-Welder 2nd 
to Pipeliner-Welder 1st 
CO- Odessa to Hamlin 

R. T. Woodrow 
from Ass!. Gauger Foreman 
to Gauger Foreman 
CD- Eunice 

F.N. Shanks 
from Field Gauger 
to Asst. Gauger Foreman 
CD- Eunice' 

P.E. Hopson 
from Office Assistant 
'10 Employee ReI. Ass!. 
CO-Midlaf)d 

C.B.McKee 
from Pipeliner 
to Pipeliner-Truck Driver 
CD- McCamey 

E.W.Hester 
from Corrosion "I\' 
to Corrosion Technician 
CD- Midland 

F.T. Angel 
from Pipeliner 
to Field Gauger 
CD- Baker 

J.D. Bannister 
from Sta. Attn. 
to Field Gauger 
CD- Kermit to Eunice 

L. L. Belcher 
from Pipeliner 
to Station Attendant 
CO- Hobbs to Kermit 

T. T. Lambdin 
from Communication "B" 
to Communication "I\' 
CD- Midland 

R.D. Winegeart 
from Mechanic "8" 
to Mechanic "I\' 
CD- Goldsmith 

C.B. Treadwell 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6-12) 
CD - Hamlin 

G.A. Culver 
from Pipeliner (6-12) 
to Pipeliner 
CD- Denver City 

GCD 

C.E.Om 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
GCO - Pasadena 

G.B. Barper 
from Pipeliner 
to Prod. Stor. Attn. 
GCO- Goodrich to Mt. Belvieu 

J.L.Bewett 
from Communications "I\' 
to Communications Tech. 
GCO - New Orleans to Mt. Belvieu 

C.P. Gautreau 
from Util. Pipeliner 
to Trans. Alln. 
GCO - St. James 

v'R. Parish 
from Pipeliper 
to Mtr. Meas. Mech. C 
GCO- Jackson to Gibson 

E. Foster 
from Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
to Pipeliner (12 mos.) 
GCO - Pasadena 

W. D. Chmnley 
from Pipeliner (6 mos,) 
to Pipeliner (12 mos.) 
GCO- Pasadena 

B. L. Freeman 
from Oil Mvmnts. Scheduler 
to Asst. Spvr. Oil Mvmnts. 
HO- Oil Mvmnts. to GCD- Pasadena 

C. B. Partney. Jr. 
from Oil Mvrnnts. Scheduler 
to Asst. Spvr, Oil Mvmnts, 
HO- Oil Mvmnts. to GCO- Norco 

D,J. Kite 
from Engineer 
to Dist. Engineer 
MCO- Indianapolis to GCD- Pasadena 
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D.A. Bome 
from Office Secretary 
to Sr. Clerk 
GCD- S1. James 

J.R. McGuire 
from Mech, "8" 
to Mech. Tech. 
OCD- Empire 

G. B. Cuabajal 
from Delivery Gauger 
to Staff Gauger 
GCD- Pasadena 

T. T. Shaddock 
Mtr. Meas. Tech. 
'GCD- New Iberia to Gibson 

R.S.Smith 
from Mtr. Meas. Tech. 
to Ass1. Opers. rrmn. 
GCD- New Iberia to Gibson 

T. L. Gonzalez 
from Delivery Gauger 
to Mtr. Meas. Mech. C 
GCD- Pasadena to Gibson 

J.O.Jacobs 
from Ulil. Pipeliner 
to Delivery Gauger 
OCD- Pasadena 

E.J. Derouen 
from Mech. "C' 
to Mech. "8" 
GCD- Empire 

D. B. Ritchie 
from Mech. C 
to Mech. B 
OCD- S1. James to Gibson 

J.M.Beard 
from Mtr. Meas. Mech. "B" 
to Mtr. Meas. Mech. "/\' 

. GCD- Sorrento 

R.A.Amedee 
from Mlr. Meas, Mech. "C" 
to Mtr. Meas. Mech. "B" 
GCD- Sorrento 

F. F. Allgaier 
Oil Mvmnts. Contrlr. 
GCD- Padadena to Norco 

D.J.Davis 
Oil Mvrnnts. Contrlr. 
GCD- Pasadena to Norco 

MeD 
B. T. Gallagher 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
MCD- Kalkaska 

GO DEVIL 

C.E.Buper 
from Gauger Opr. A 
to Pipeline Analyst 
MCD- Patoka 

J.E. Bell 
from Lead Pipeliner 
to Operations Foreman 
MCD- Healdton 

R.M. Poterfield 
from Truck Driver 
to Lead Pipeliner 
MCD- Healdton 

T.M.Wood 
from Pipeliner 
to Truck Driver 
MCD- Healdton 

weD 
J.L.Erbe 
from Station Operator 
to Line Rider 
WCD- Bakersfield to Simi 

E L. Sanders 
Station Operator 

/ 

WCD- Wasco to Bakersfield 

Shell 
Welcomes 

DO 
E. M. Mitchell 
Admin. Secretary 
HO- PLO Administration 

J.D. Miller 
Sr. Engineer 
HO-::: OpeL & Mtce. Control 

eD 
M.J. Barrett 
Senior Clerk 
CD- Midland 

J.L. Martin 
Office Assistant 
CD- Midland 

W.J. Widener 
Supv. Admin. Services 
CD- Midland 

T.W. McGrew 
Laborer 
CD- McCamey 

K.A.Jones 
Typist 
CD- Midland 

EL. Moore 
Pipeliner-Welder 3rd 
CD- Odessa 

GCD 

J.L. Clouatre 
Laborer 
GCD- Sorrento 

J. W. Gantenbein 
Laborer 
GCD- Pasadena 

S.A.Rustad 
Laborer 
GCD- Pasadena 

G.B. Lush 
Comm. Tech. 
GCD- Peetsville 

J. L . Boecherl 
Laborer 
GCD- Goodrich 

R.Johnson 
Laborer 
GCD"':' Goodrich 

T.Magana 
Laborer 
GCD- Fesadena 

D.A. LeBlanc 
Office Seqetary 
GCD- 81. James 

G.L. HaIlam 
Laborer 
GCD- Pasadena 

J.G. Anderson 
District Manager 
GCD- Pasadena 

MeD 
J.F. Faris 
Pipeline Accountant 
MCD- Indianapolis 

R. L. Britton 
Engineer 
MCD- Indianapolis 

weD 

G.A.Crowell 
Terminal Attendant 
WCD- Fremont 

J.M. Penland 
Dis!. Sup\. 
WCD- Caliola 

Service 
Anniversaries 

J.O.Dees 
MCD- Patoka 
30 years 

R.M.Matson 
WCD- Anaheim 
30 years 

/I. E. Hinkle 
MCD- Wood River 
25 years 

It. W. Scruggs 
OCD- Austin 
25 years 

D. T. Calkins 
MCD- Cushing 
IS years 

J.W. Kolb 
MCD- Zionsville 
15 years 

B.A. Myers 
HO- Houston 
15 years 

P. L. Pearson 
GCD- Yazoo 
15 years 

W.A.Shuman 
WCD- Bakersfield 
15 years 

S.A. Abbott 
MCD- Indianapolis 
10 years 

R.D. Baggs 
WCD- Caliola 
10 years 

A. Dennis, Jr. 
CD- Stjames 
10 years 

L.W.Barvey 
GCD- Pasadena 
10 years 

J.D. Newnham 
CD- Midland 
10 years 

D.C. Pollard 
CD- Midland 
IOyears 

T. T. Shaddock 
OCD- Gibson 
IOyears 

E.L. Tennimon 
GCD- Nairn 
10 years 

C.B. Wells 
WCD- Anaheim 
10 years 

Retirements 
J.E.Burk 
Delivery Gauger (Products) 
CD- EI Paso 

B.R.Good 
Gauger Foreman 
CD-Eunice 

M.E.Foster 
Sr. Employee ReI. Ass!. 
CD-Midland 

E.D. Smith 
Field Gauger 
CD- Baker 

EC. Rhyne 
Financial Analyst 
MCD- Indianapolis 

W. A. Bornemann 
25 yean- July 

R.E.Hinkle 
25 yean-August 
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In the case of the Cognac pipeline, 
reaching new heights literally 
meant reaching new depths with 
the completion of the laying of the 
12~inch diameter line. For the story 
of the world's deepest operating 
crude oil pipeline, turn to page 2. 

25 veal'S ago 
Only a month after celebrating his 
thirtieth service anniversary with 
the company on September 1. T. E. 
Swigart, president of Shell Pipe 
Line Corporation, wiJl retire. Thus 
will close the active Shell career of 
a man who has been an officer of 
one or another of the Shell Com
panies for 22 years and has seen 
Shell grow ih the United States from 
a mere infant to its present place 
as one of America's billion dollar 
corporations. 

15 veal'S ago 
For the second straight year, the 
Four Corners Pipe Line booth was 
judged best Commercial Non
Competitive exhibit al the recent 
Navajo Tribal Fair. 

Forrest Adrian, Shell photog
rapher who has directed the booth 
for eight yea rs , presented the 
award plaque to G. G. Billi'1.9s, 
manager Operations. 

D. W. Derry, right-of-way and 
claims agent from Compton, and T 
C. Hogue (at left in photo), meter 
measurement mechanic B from 
Farmington, assisted Forrest. Tom's 
knowledge of the Navajo language 
contributed to the successful oper-

alion of the booth. 
More than 32,000 polaroid pho

tographs have been made of 
visitors to the Four Corners Booth 
since the exhibit was opened in 
1956. 

10 veal'S ago 
Crude oil from the Louisiana Gulf 
Coast arrived for the first time by 
pipeline at Shell Oil's Wood River 
Refinery via the Capwood Pipe 
Line System on July 8. This link 
marks the' completion of the con
nection between Patoka, Capline 
Pipe Line destination, and Wood 
River. 

Capwood. a 55-mile 20-inch sys
tem, has an initial delivery capacity 
of 65,000 barrels per day. 

5 veal'S ago 
Representatives from 16 domestic 
and foreign companies which have 
agreed to participate in a $750,000 
pipeline research program met in 
Houston this month to formulate a 
technical steering committee to 
oversee the program for develop
ing technology for laying offshore 
pipelines in water depths up to 
3,000 feet. Consideration will be 
given also to laying line of up to 30 
inches in diameter in water depths 
of6,000 feet where feasible. 
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sculptor 
in 

bronze 
Columbo wouldn't have time to get his 
cigar lighted before he'd be able to 
trace this culprit, who's left an obvious 
trail. On each piece of his work, Gordon 
jones has left evidence of his hand - his 

I thumbprint. 
Actually, there is no need to call in the 

detective on this case. The thumbprint 
was applied deliberately, as verifica
tion that jones himself sculpted and cast 
these works in bronze. 

"The First Track" (pictured here) is 
one of a collection of hollow cast 
bronze works jones has sculpted since 
taking up the art in 1974. Since then, his 
finely etched limited edition bronzes 
have been accepted in juried art 
shows, including the famous Laguna 
Art Festival, and are represented in 
several galleries in California. 

jones, a pump station operator at 
Wasco, says he's always been artistic 
and interested in modelling things with 
his hands. In high school, he built a 
14-foot sailboat for his brother. After 
graduating, he was a sign painter in 

Salinas and followed that with a job 
drawing letter-forms for a newspaper. 
A welding class at Colinga junior Col
lege, then West Hills College, which he 
took, thinking it would be helpful to his 
job with Shell, led to his going beyond 
the class work to welded metal. 

"If you remember, welded metal was 
very popular in the early '70s. I took my 
welding class a step farther, and I guess 
you could say I was 'in on' welded 
metal," says jones, "although I didn't do 
the junk-type pieces; for example, tin 
can flowers." His pieces were shown 
at park and other city art shows in 
Fresno County. 

When he realized that he couldn't get 
really fine detail, such as facial features, 
with this method, he looked into a 
bronze casting class at Bakersfield 
junior college, having recently taken 
the job in Wasco. 

"The class was full, but I knew I had 
to have it. I begged to be allowed to 
stand in the back of the room until a 
class opening developed. I stood for 
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three weeks." 
That was the first of six semesters of 

work in the art, which he worked into 
his Shell schedule by trading his eve
ning shift assignments with his cohorts 
for graveyards. "The school kept 
changing the course number on it, so 1 
kept taking the class. I was well into the 
art by that time. The college provided a 
foundry where I could cast my work, 
while I would do the fmishing work and 
the 'chasing down' (cleaning up of im
perfections) with the tools I was acquir
ing at home," he says. 

jones is collecting power tools, as 
opposed to what he calls the Old Mas
ters, a hammer and chiseL "I was taught 
that way-hammer and chisel- but you 
can go nuts with the 'ping, ping, ping.' 
With power tools, I'm developing my 
own chasing technique." 

jones' first commercial piece was 
completed in 1974 and called "High 
Mountain joust." By 1975, he was confi
dent enough to begin showing his work 
in galleries. And it was in 1976 that he 
was admitted to the Laguna Art Festival, 
only three years into the technique. At 
the juried show, 1,500 pieces were 
taken in and only 200 shown. 

jones has a fine eye for detail and is a 
stickler for authenticity. He uses live 
models for form and photographs for 
costume design and so forth. Take, for 
example, "The First Track." An idea 
sparked by john Denver's 1977 televi
sion Christmas special, the piece lit
era�ly was built from the ground up. 

"I made the snow first, then the skier. I 
knew if I could do snow, I could make 
the skier." 

jones himself has never been skiing. 
Following his prescribed order, he 
worked up the form in wax first and then 
took it to a ski shop which specializes in 
cross-country to have it evaluated. 

"My original model was too tight. The 
sales people modelled clothes and 
demonstrated style for me. Mer they'd 
explained it to me, I revised the wax, 
making the arms looser." He took it 
back for a second appraisal, and it 
passed. jones estimates he invested 
some 235 hours in this work. 

The inspiration for another piece, 
''The Silversmith," grew ITom a friend
ship with a Navajo in Wasco who in
terested him in Indian lore. Weighing 
15 pounds, 'the hollow-cast "Sil-
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versmith" took 200 hours from wax 
to finished bronze on base, includ
ing much time devoted to library 
research. 

Working out of a room in his home 
which he's devoted to his art, jones 
says he may work as many as 15 
hours a day, once he's into a piece. 
"It becomes hard to take time to eat. 
I devote more time to it in the winter 
During the summer, there are proj
ects to be done around the house , 
and the wax is soft." 

The wax is an integral part of his art. 
He uses what's known as Lost Wax 
CastinO!; it can be used only one time. 
Carved out of liquid wax with paint 
brusl)es and dental tools, the figure is 
covered in plaster and the wax melted 
out. Then the plaster is held at 1500 
degrees for 12 hours and again at 600 
degrees for casting. Molten bronze at 
2000 degrees is poured into the flask to 
solidify. Where the plaster cracks dur
ing this process are the places which 
have to be corrected with chasing. 

Until recently, jones himself per
formed all the steps necessary for 
mold making and the casting process. 
He has decided not to cast any more; 
hence, the thumbprints. He hopes 
those will be more valuable to a collec-
tor some day. ' 

"I was spending t",o-thirds of my 

time as a technician, with only a third 
devoted to the artistic aspects. I won't 
be tying up my time on the technical 
work any longer" 

While he has all the "number ones" 
of his works himself, he can make a 
later number of an edition for a buyer 
in about 30 days, he says. All of his 
works are copyrighted, and they range 
in price ITom $1,000 to $2,000. 

jones and his family are active in the 
community life of Bakersfield, 10 miles 
down the road ITom Wasco. Last year 
he was president of "Search and Res
cue," a volunteer rescue diving club. 
His wife is in charge of publicity for the 

I local junior Wives Club, and his two 
daughters, ages II to 13, are becoming 
Daughters of job, a Masonic-affiliated 
program for young girls. 

While it suits their social needs, 
Wasco, population 9,000, is not active 
in the artistic realm. "It's isolated. I miss 
the interplay with other artists, being 
where things are happening, exchang
ing ideas." 

But his art certainly is not stagnating. 
His project for this winter involves 
turning to another sculpting form, 
poly bronze and bronze. "Its working 
name is Ice Climbers, with the ice fall 
in the poly bronze and the climbers 
bronze." Wonder where he'll go for 
a demonstration? 

Jones, shown here sandblasting, may work at his art 15 hours a day once he's begun an object. 



The Explorer
from Lake Charles 

to Hammond 
Explorer Pipeline company is t he only li ne in 

which Shell owns an interF!st which t ransports both crude and products 

The statement usually holds 
true that some pipelines 
move crude, while other 
pipelines ship only products. 
But Shell Pipe owns interest 
in a unique venture ~ a pipe
line company which moves 
both crude and product from 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, 

; 

to Hammond, 1ndiana
through Port Arthur, Houston, 
and Tulsa. 

How's that possible? 
Through the use of buffers, 
turbulent flow, and crude 
restricted in sulfur content 
and viscosity, says Bob 
Armstrong, director of Pipe-

Marvin Boetcher, technician, checks the oPeration of the control valve. 
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line Interests and member 
of the board of directors for 
Explorer Pipeline Company. 

"Explorer operates the line 
for Shell and the other own
ers, moving both crude and 
products over the entire 
length of the line, some 1,380 
miles," says Armstrong. 

Explorer was incorpo
rated in September, 1967, as. 
a products line. Following 
the embargo in 1973, it was 
modified to carry light 
grade "rude, partially to 
alleviate a shortage in the 
Mid-Continent area. The 
arrangement was successful 
and continues today, with 
Explorer being the only line 
handling both crude and 
products in which Shell owns 
any interest. 

Jim Prewett, superinten
dent of the Hammond Tank 
Farm at the termination 
of the Explorer line, enjoyed 
the challenge of taking on 
the crude. 

"At first, we thought there 
might be some problems. 
We did have to make some 
manifold changes, and des
ignate a tank for crude, but 
as it turned out, crude was 
relatively easy to handle in 
the Explorer products line," 
says Prewett. . 

No pancake hatter 
Crude is taken in at Lake 
Charles, Houston, and Tulsa 
for shipment as far as Harn-

mond. The crude must be 
sulfur- and viscosity-limited 
to facilitate flow and keep 
batches from co-mingling. 

"Crude with a consistency 
of pancake batter is too 
dense, if that gives you a 
better idea," says Armstrong. 
"And if the turbulence of the 
flow is reduced, one tender 
may have a tendency to flow 
into or under another." 

From Port Arthur to Tulsa, 
the 28-inch line can carry up 
to 444,000 barrels per day. 
Above Tulsa, Explorer is a 
24-inch line capable of mov
ing 290,000 barrels per day, 
feeding refineries, termi
nals, and other connecting 
pipelines in Tulsa, Wood 
River, and Hammond. 

To further reduce co
mingling, a 5,000-barrel buf
fer of number two furnace oil 
at either end of a crude run 
separates a batch from the 
one before and following it. 

Is there, nevertheless, a 
problem with contamination 
between batches? With 
crude, the danger is not too 
great. There could be some 
seepage of buffer into the 
crude without damage. With 
product, there's a difference, 
a crucial difference. 

Explorer carries two 
major categories of product, 
gasoline and distillates. 
All four grades of gasoline, 
leaded and unleaded pre
mium and leaded and un-
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leaded regular, are shipped 
on the line. And in some 
cases, that's multiplied by 
two when winter grades 
of gasoline still are being 
shipped to the north while 
the southern terminals have 
switched to summer grades. 

Gasoline, which is less 
viscous than crude, tends to 
maximize the capacity of the 
line. The distillates shipped 
via Explorer - furnace, or 
stove, oil; two grades of 
diesel; and turbine, or jet, 
fuel - by the nature of their 
viscosity pump at a slower 
rate and thereby decrease 
capacity. 

Crucial "cuts" 
The great equalizer between 
the two product classes is 
buffer requirements. It's 
mandatory that there be no 
lead in unleaded gasoline, 
no other distillate in turbine 
fuel. To insure this, the buffer 
between products, the 
interface, is electronically 
monitored by oil move
ments instrumentation. When 
a shipment of premium is 
nearly complete, a me
chanical "cut" can be made 
shortly before a regular 
grade gasoline batch begins. 
And if an unleaded ship
ment is to follow the regular, 
the cut isn't made until the 
instruments show that the 
unleaded has begun to flow. 
This results in what is called 
a "center" or "prime" cut 
The premium and unleaded 
remain uncontaminated 
while that unleaded and pre
mium which is mixed with 
the regular can be down
graded to regular with no 
harmful effects. 

"We were very cautious at 
first with the amount of the 
buffer," says Ralph Wells, 
Shell Pipe's liaison with Ex
plorer. "But we've found over 
the years that with careful in
strumentation we can reduce 
the interface without losing 
product integrity." 

GO DEVIL 

Prewett (above) doesn't miss many .. 
chances for after-hours and week
end fishing. U.S. and Indiana flags 
whip over the Hammond office 
(right). 

Explorer proved condu
cive to conversion from 
solely products to include 
crude because it only has 
one "break out," an industry 
term for the tank storage re
quired when a line changes 
pipe size. In Tulsa, which is 

. also Explorer's principal of
fice, the main line makes its 
only change, from 28-inch to 
24-inch pipe. Other lines 
could run both product and 
crude if the danger of prod
uct contamination could be 
eliminated. 

Shell Pipe Line Corpora
tion is the largest stockholder 
in Explorer, with more than 
25 percent of the stock. 
Other owners who provide 
financial backing include: 
Gull Oil Corporation; Texaco, 
Inc.; Marathon Oil Company; 
Sun Pipe Line Company; 
Continental Oil Company; 
Cities Service Company; and 
Phillips Investment Company. 



Bi-directional ethylene 
Shell Pipe Line and Shell Chem~ 
leal operate on a grand scale. 
Recent proof of this statement is 
the completion of the 254~mile 
long, 12-inch-diarneter ethylene 
pipeline laid between the un
derground salt dome storage 

facilities at Mont Belvieu, Texas, 
and Napoleonville, Louisiana, 
west of New Orleans. 

Ethylene, a gas at atmo
spheric pressure, is a colorless, 
flammable substance. Shell and 
its customers use ethylene (in 

Dennis Louvier (left), supervisor, Chemical Operations, Gulf Coast Division, 
and Dan Kite, district engineer, GCD, watch the temperature of the pipe drop 
as it frosts over with the beginning of the ethylene flow. Louvier was coor
dinator of the SEANET interface crews. 
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combination with other chemi
cals) to make substances such 

"as ethanol, ethylene dichloride, 
and ethylene oxide. These are 
used in the manufacture of a 
myriad of products: cosmetics, 
inks, pipe, wire, home furnish
ings, antifreeze, textiles, toilet
ries' and even the soap you may 
use to wash dishes and clothing. 

SEANET will make ethylene 
available to other chemical 
companies along the line that 
make products from ethylene. 
Fred Fischer, senior engineer 
Pipeline ,Construction, says, 
"The main purpose of the line is 
to provide a means of balancing 
the ethylene supply between 
the producing/consuming areas 
in Texas and Louisiana." 

This line will allow ethylene 
manufactured in Texas, for 
example, to be consumed at 
plants in Louisiana. The line 
will also provide the opportun
ity for sale of ethylene at other 
major chemical consuming 
areas along the line, such as at 
Orange, Beaumont, Lake 
Charles, and Plaquemine. 

The bi -directional ethylene 
line, the largest ever built by 
Shell, has many safety features, 
some of which are quite ad
vanced. "One such feature is a 
line integrity system which in
"cludes metering data from these 
locations will be transmitted to 
the Norco Control Center. Here 
the central computer system will 
process the data and, by means 
ofa dynamic model (computer
ized model of the line), enable 
us to detect leaks," Fischer says. 

"Another special feature of 
SEANET is the installation of 
remote-operated block valves 
at seven-and-one-half-mile in
tervals in heavily populated 
areas. These allow an operator at 
Norco to shut down the line and 
isolate individual sections." 

Dennis Nowstrup, engineer 
Pipeline Construction, de
scribed design criteria used for 
the SEANET project: "There are 
two codes to which we design 
ethylene pipeline facilities, one 
for gas and one for liquid. When 
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line open 
the codes conflict, we satisfy the 
more conservative, stringent 
requirement. We don't want to 
underdesign today, should 
safety regulations or operational 
requirements change," 

Nowstrup is supervising the 
design and construction of com
pressor stations on the line, 
Construction has begun at Mont 
Belvieu, and is well underway at 
Napoleonville. The compressor 
stations are designed for expan
sion (if necessary) and mainte
nance simplicity. Duplication of 
site layout, system design, com
ponents, and operational pro
cedures enhances safety and 
operating efficiency. "A techni
cian can be trained at Mont 
Belvieu and then be assigned 
to Napoleonville or vice-versa 
with little adaptation necessary," 
he says. 

The compressor s tations rep
resent the state of the art in 
pipeline technology. "This is the 
first time at Shell that we have 
used reciprocating, positive 
displacement compressors on 
an ethylene pipeline," Nowstrup 
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claims. These compressors, as 
designed with unloading fea
tures, can go from "maximum 
flow" to the 'low flow" with a min
imum loss in efficiency. Com
bined horsepower for the five 
compressors in the two stations 
is 5,500. 

Emission control standards, 
though different in Texas and 
Louisiana, are adhered to 
strictly - emissions are piped 
into a flare system where re
quired and then burned off. 

Unexcelled computer facilities 
will be part of the system to 
make possible the high speed 
collection of operational data 
which will enhance the ability to 
operate these systems safely 
and efficiently. 

"We don't have as many gov
ernment regulations imposed 
upon us as does the nuclear in
dustry," Nowstrup says, "but we 
include, for safety's sake, sev
eral redundant shut-down and 
start-up features and systems 
that preclude operating the 

continued on p. 8 

Storage at Mont Belvieu and Napoleonville 

SEANET salt domes 
Typical 1.5-million-barrel hydro
carbon storage facilities are 
dominated by enormous cylin
drical and spherical metal tanks 
covering acres of land. In con
trast, at the salt dome ethy
lene storage facilities at Mont 
Belvieu, Tx., and Napoleonville, 
La., on ei ther end of the 254-
mile SEANET line, you might 
pass within 20 yards of them and 
never know they ad~ there. 
The salt domes are, of course, 
deep underground. 

Salt domes are natural geolog
ical formations of bulk salt. While 
the two hundred or so domes in 
the Gulf Coast region vary in size 
and form, the Napoleonville salt 
dome starts at a depth of 800 feet 
and has been measured at least 
20,000 deep. The diameter is 
roughly three to five miles, de
pending on depth. 

Storage cavities are created 
by pumping fresh water into the 
salt formation, dissolving out a 
cavern. N Napoleonville, this 
cavity will be 130 feet in diameter 
and have a height of 800 feet with 
the top of cavity at a depth of 
3600 feet. 

"Though there may not be 
much to look at when visiting a 
salt dome storage site," says Bob 
Mendez, project engineer Pipe
line Construction, "there will be 
a well head and several product 
and brine lines. There will also 
be driers at ethylene and pro
pylene storage sites. 

Dean Henney and Frank Hopf, 
the project engineer and se
nior engineer handling the 
Napoleonville facilities, explain: 
"There are basically two aspects 
of the Napoleonville facility~ the 
cavern i tself and the dehydra
tion unit." 

Construction of the Napoleon
ville Facility first required im
portation of more than 50,000 
cubic yards of dirt to flll in the 
existing swamp. Then more than 
600 fifty -five foot long timber 
piles had to be driven to support 
the driers, compressors and pip
ing. A wooden road had to be 

constructed to bring in heavy 
machinery. 

In spite of the extra costs asso
ciated with heavy construction in 
swamp conditions, Hopf feels 
that the Napoleonville dome has 
excellent potential for ethy
lene storage. He says that the 
cavity will eventually have a 
storage capacity of one and a 
half million barrels; right now 
it is at 1,250,000. "These fig
ures are large only in a rela
tive sense," says Hopf. "There 
are several existing IS-mil
lion-barrel cavities in this 
Napoleonville dome. These 
were originally developed to 
produce brine and could be con
verted into storage cavities." 

In the cavity, the ethylene 
floats on brine. The ethylene ab
sorbs water, up to 1200 parts per 
million, during storage. 

"Before we can ship it 
elsewhere for commercial use, 
we must reduce the water con
tent to five parts per million. 
That's why we need dryers," 
says Hopf. 

The dryers are designed to be 
run eight hours before they need 
to be regenerated. There are 
two units, or beds, in the dry
ing system, so that while one is 
being regenerated the other 
is available. 

There are actually four wells at 
the Mont Belvieu site. Both Exxon 
and Xral store propylene and 
ethylene there for Shell. The 
facility at Mont Belvieu should be 
completed sometime this month. 

"The location of domes at Mont 
Belvieu and Napoleonville is 
very fortunate for Shell and other 
ethylene-using chemical plants." 

Are the salt domes safe for 
storing products such as 
ethylene? Mendez says yes. 
"Underground storage is much 
safer than above-ground steel 
storage. If you design the un
derground cavities properly, 
and operate them according to 
stringent safety requirements, 
danger is minimized." 
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compressors if conditions 
aren't right." 

The electrical engineers have 
designed visual information sys
tems at the stations. "],he CRTs 
(cathode ray tubes) have color 
displays, and even the alarms 
may be audible and graphically 
represented," says Nowstrup. 

(above) MarcinOelt) supervised the 
design and installation of the qual
ity and metering stations, while 
Nowstrup was in charge of the con
struction of compressor stations on 
the line. 
(right) Bob Higgins, tenninal fore
man, Mont Belvieu, and Bob Boswell, 
engineer, Gulf Coast Division, were 
two of a group of division em
ployees on hand at Mont Belvieu 
when Gerald Harper (right), prod
uct storage attendant, Mont Belvieu, 
turned the valve to start the initial fill 
of the SEANET line. 

Story by Carlos Vidal Greth 
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Jim Marcin, another engineer 
working on SEANET, supervises 
the design and installation of the 
quality and metering stations. 
Quality monitoring involves on
line analyzers that monitor the 
ethylene purity. "It has to be 99.9 
percent pure and free of excess 
concentrations of contaminants 
that could affect a customer's 

chemical process or equip
ment," says Marcin. 

There is quite an array of 
equipment used to detect con
taminants. Gas chromatographs 
detect the presence of methane, 
ethane or acetylene; infrared 
analyzers monitor carbon 
dioxide; and water oxygen 
analyzers are used. 

Wherever there's an input into 
the pipeline, a quality monitor
ing station is used to prevent 
shippers from delivering con
taminated ethylene into the 
pipeline. If contaminant levels 
approach specification limits, 
alarms will be sounded and the 
shipper notified of the potential 
for a shutdown unless contami
nants are reduced to acceptable 
levels. 

Presently, quality control sta
tions are planned only at Mont 
Belvieu and Napoleonville, but 
futLUe input points along the 
mainline will require similar 
safeguards against contamina
tion Automated composite 
sampling systems are also em
ployed at all delivery points. 
These samples would be used 
to determine the SOLUce of 
contaminants. 

Metering takes place on both 
ends of the bi-directionalline 
by orifice meters. "Ethylene is 
difficult to meaSLUe because its 
density is very sensitive to tem
perature and preSSLUe changes. 
Flow computers will be used 
to reduce the errors caused 
by density changes and thus 
improve the acctuacy of mea
surement," says Marcin. 

At Napoleonville, the ethylene 
will leave the 12-inch SEANET 
line and enter the lO-inch line to, 
among others, Shell Chemical's 
Geismar and Norco Plants, or it 
may go into the salt dome stor
age facility. CUrrently, Geismar 
receives ethylene from Norco 
only. This illustrates one major 
advantage of SEANET - it can 
provide a constant supply of 
ethylene between Texas and 
Louisiana. 

Some other Pipeline Con
struction people involved in the 
SEANET program are: Dean 
Henney, project engineer; proj
ect engineer Bob Mendez, who 
supervises installation of the 
storage facility at Mont Belvieu; 
Orville Culpepper, engineer, 
in charge of that part of the 
ethylene line between the Atch
afalaya Basin and Napoleonville 
and that part of the lO-inch line 
from Napoleonville to Geismar; 
Frank Hopf, senior engineer, 
Napoleonville Storage Facility; 
and Jim Deuel, project manager. 
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Pipeline people ! 

Family day at wood River 
Wood River Refinery held a Family Day celebration in September for Shell 
Oil and Shell Pipe Line employees, pensioners, and their families, 

The scheduled activities began at 10 a.m. with [till cooperation by 
Mother Nature who provided a mild and sunny day perfect [or the planned 

picnic lunch and other outdoor events. 
Movies, magicians, and clowns entertained the children, while adults 

were treated to exhibits showing crafts pursued by employees. The Blue
grass music and large exhibit tents added a carnival flavor, Many won 
prizes at guessing games. Balloons and frisbees for the ~ids topped 
offlhe atmosphere 

The Oil Movements Control Center highlighted the guioed bus lours of 
Refinery and Pipe Line Operations. After a short presentati6n of the prod
ucts system was given by H.E. Perkins and R.T. Showalter, they fielded 
questions from the crowd. Many unfamiliar with the pipeline operations 
were impressed by the ability to move such a variety of products in a short 
period of lime. To those pensioners who stopped by, the many im
provements were of great interest. For everyone who participated it was an 
enjoyable experience. 

- Ramona Porter 

R. T. Sho~alter (left) fielded questions [rom the numerous groups which 
toured the products distribution area. 

GO DEVIL 

Deaths 
Erma L. Gamer, retired from Shell 
Pipe Line Corp. on February I, 
1973, died September 29. He is 
survived by his widow, Mary, of 
Belle, MO. 

Oliver W. Heyden, retired from 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on February 
1, 1974, died September 15. He is 
survived by his widow, Rachel, of 
Houston, TX \ 

John A. Mettier, retired from 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on August 
1, 1978, died September I. He is 
survived by his widow, june, of 
Bakersfield, CA 

Rufus P. Skinner, retired from Shell 
Pipe Line Corp. on December I, 
1946, died October 3. He is sur
vived by his widow, Sophia, of 
Tulsa, OK. 

Retirement 
Baker City Park was the rustic set
ting for the ' retiremen t of E.D. 
Smith, field gauger-Baker, who re
tired August 1, 1979. The picnic was 
attended by his fellow workers and 
their families. EI Charlton, Rocky 
Mountain district superintendent, 
presented Dale with an engraved 
silver tray marking 30 years of ser
vice with Shell. Dale, Jane, and son, 
Sean, will continue living in Baker 
with a summer home in the Black 
Hills, where Dale says the fishing 
is fine. 

- Pal Hopson 

Dale & Jane Smith; El Charlton 

Tykeliners 
Denise and Jesse Armstrong, 
engineer, Midland, announce the 
birth oftheir first child, a 7-lb., 9-02. 
son, on August 18. Named Lucas 
james, he measured 20 inches long 

Nancy and David Douglas, deliv
ery gauger, Wood River, recently 
brought home a third son, Chris
topher Alan, born October 12. The 
7-lb., 13V2-oz., 21-inch long baby 
was welcomed by David, Jr., 6, and 
justin, 2 

Kathy and Bruce Johnson, 
engineer, Midland, became par
ents for the second time on August 
28 with the birth of julie Ann. 
Weighing 1O-1b., 3-oz., and measur
ing 21 inches, julie is the johnson's 
second daughter, joining jennifer 
Lynn,2V2. 

Lynn and Ron Keyes, pipeliner, 
Long Beach, announce the arrival 
of james William on October 20. 
They also have a three-year~old 
daughter, Lindsay. 

'" p . 

Christopher Alan Douglas 

Hole-in-one 
Joe Deaton, maintenance fore
man- Denver City, shot his first 
hole-in-one during the Central 
Division/Northern District Golf 
Club tournament held in Septem
ber at the Denver City Golf Course. 
Joe's golfing career landmark came 
on the 175-yard, par three seventh 
hole. Congratulations. 
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Cushing youth benefit 

The Shell Companies Foundation, Inc., recently donated $3,000 to the Cush
ing Youth & Community Center's new building fund. The Center, which 
provides the citizens of Cushing and surrounding communities With various 
recreational programs, has been in existence for more than 16 years. 

Mid-Continent Division's Cushing District has been a parI oflhis commu
nity as far back as 1915. Presently, there are 46 Shell employees in the 
district. Many oflhem participate or serve as active members in the Cushing 
Youth Center programs. 

- Car&yn Maynard 

Mort Parsons (left). Cushing district . recently gave Dr. Les 
White of the Youth Center Board a donation on behaH of the Shell Companies 
Foundation, Inc., which will be appliedtoward the $750,000 needed to build a 
new youth center in Cushing. 

cognac producing 

8y the end of October, oil and gas 
production was underway from six 
of the 62 planned wells on the Cog
nac platform. From that $800 million 
project in the Gulf of Mexico about 
15 miles southeast of the mouth of 
the Mississippi River, the oil and 
gas is piped to Shell's East Bay 
facilities (see 79. 5 Go Devil) before 
coming ashore 

With the completion of ad-
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ditional wells, production is ex
pected to increase to an average 
of about 10,000 barrels of oil and 
seven million cubic feet of gas per 
day around the first of the year. 

8y 1983, Shell expects to have com
pleted all 62 wells with production 
of about 50,000 barrels of oil and 100 
million cubic feet of gas a day, the 
latter rising to 150 million by 1992 

Personnel 
Changes 

HO 
M.R.Brown 
from Oil Mvrnt. Controller 
to Scheduler 
Oil Movements 

CD 

R.S. Lee, Jr. 
from Meter Meas. Mech. "8" 
to Meter Meas. Mech. "1'\' \ 
Odessa 

D.K. Belton 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner 6-12 
8rownfield 

M.B. Tubler 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner 6-12 
Brownfield 

J.B. Bolt 
from Pipeliner 
to Pipeliner Truck Driver 
Hamlin 

F.L.Moore , 
from Welder 3rd 
1.0 Welder 2nd 
Odessa 

J.D. Nichols, DI 
from Electrician "C" 
to Electrician "B" 
Odessa 

GCD 

L.W.Harvey 
from Pipeliner Welder I 
to Lead Pipeliner 
Pasadena 

P.K. Zimmerman 
from Communications "B" 
to Communications Tech. 
SI. James 

V.R. Letbetter 
from Laborer 
to Delivery Gauger 
Pasadena 

MCD 

R.J. LaCost 
from Laborer 
to Pipeliner (6 mos.) 
Kalkaska 

R.K. Williams 
from Ggr. Operator A 
to Oil Movement Controller 
Patoka to Wood River 

R.G. fletcher 
from Pipeliner 
to Ggr. Operator A 
Patoka 

P.B. Offutt 
from Pipeliner 
to Ggr. Operator A 
Patoka 

C.D. Lutz, Jr. 
from Pipeliner 
to Truck Driver 
Patoka 

L.P. Freeman 
from Electrician "e" 
to Electrician "B" 
Cushing 

K.W.Duffy 
Laborer 
Dyersburg to Patoka 

M.L. Franklin 
Pipeliner 
Houston to Dyersburg 

.I\.W.Mims 
from Utility Ggr. 
to Station Attd. A 
Healdton 

C.R. Peterson 
from Utility Ggr. 
to Station AUd. A 
Boyd/Pauls Valley 

WCD 

B.R; Maestas 
from Pipeliner 
to Trav: Mech. II 
Long Beach 

L.G. Butcher 
from Foreign Assignment 
to Maintenance Foreman 
Calioia 

C.M. Wisotzke 
from Office Assistant 
to Senior Clerk 
Galiola to Anaheim 

R.N. Underwood. 
from Sr. Oper. Assist. 
to Sr. Eng. Assist. 
Anaheim 
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R.B. Rosholt R.L. Gault R.J.Babin G.R.Benry Retirements Station Operator Electrician ~ from Pipeliner MCD- East Chicago 
Mid to Wasco Austin to Pasadena to Pipeliner Truck Driver 30 years T.F.Maher 

Sorrento Draftsman S.Rusadi C.Reyna R.B. Luckenbach MCD- Indianapolis 
from Draftsman from Laborer D.A. Loftin CD- Eldorado 
to Sr. Engrg. Draftsman to Utility Pipeliner Communications "8" 30 years 
Anaheim Pasadena Pasadena C.A. Bugrave 
F.P. Crawlord. R.W. Biggins D.L. Johnson MCD- Patoka 
from Sr, Draftsman Operations Foreman Laborer 25 years 
to Drafting Tech. Pasadena to ML Belvieu Gibson 
Anaheim G. W. Marsden 

D.C. Cloud M.D. Bolmes HO- Houston 
from Pipeliner (6 mos.) / Communications "8" 25 years 

Shell to Pipeliner (12 mos.) Pasadena 
Welcomes Belle Chasse 

• 
R.B. Foster 

D.}. Matherne 
Clerk C.A. Bugrave HO from Pipeliner (6 mos.) D.M.Martin 
New Orleans 25 years - November to Pipeliner (12 mos.) HO- Houston 

L.A. Newsom Belle Chasse E.M. Migliore 25 years 

• Analyst Office Secretary J.D. Renick 
HO- Oil Mbvements W.B. McInroy Norco WeD- Anaheim from Mechanic "C' 
CD to Mechanic "8" L.V. Vance 25 years 

Sorrento Electrician 8 E.M.Smith J.T. Craig, Jr. Pasadena MCD - East Chicago Communications Tech. M.W.Davis 
Denver City from Transfer Attn. 25 years 

to Meter Meas. Mech. C r.r. Bassler JII C.A. Edwards SI. james to Gibson R.L.Morris 
GCD- Pasadena Pipeline Accountant Engineer/Draftsman 
IS years 

G.R. Benry 
Midland L.P. Gautreau Indianapolis 30 yeam - October 

Oil Movements Controller G.L.Bunt D.J. Clelland St. james to Norco J.W.Smith 
WCD- Long Beach Communications "C' Pipeliner ·. 
IS years Midland G. Bayes, Sr. Patoka 

Oil Movements Controller 
E.L. Acosta SI. james to Norco 
Laborer 
McCamey C.Bolt M.J. Lorbiecke 

Station Operator CD- Baker 
S.G. Villalobor L.B. Wilson Mid IS years 
Laborer 

from Laborer 
Hobbs to Utility Pipeliner 

O.D. Deshielda G.L.Pierce 
Senior Clerk HO-Houston R.R. Schullz B.W.BuUs S!. James 
Caliola IS years 40 years- November baborer R.S.Smith 

Baker 
from Meter Meas. Tech. 

R.W. Keyes B.L. Wilson 
Pipeliner GCD- Kilgore 

GCD to Asst. Oper. Foreman 
Long Beach IS years 

Gibson 
D.B. Zellner 

C.E.Om D.L.BI .. R.J. Bourgeois 
Pipeline Accountant 

from Pipeliner 
Pipeliner GCD- St.james 

New Orleans 
to Lead Pipeliner 

Fremont 10 years 

D.R. Soto Pasadena B.R. Grossman 
Laborer 

M.A. Bawley· 
MCD- Harristown 

Pasadena 10 years 
from Laborer Service E.L.Boward to Pipeliner (6 mos.) W.M. Martinez 

Laborer SI. James Anniversaries CD-Driver 
Pasadena 

K.D.Morris 10 years 

F.D. Bendenon from Laborer R.R. Schultz D.A. Vaughn 
Accountant to Pipeliner (6 mos.) MCD- Labadie WCD- Caliola 
New Orleans Pasadena 40 years 10 years 
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"The Silversmith" is one of a collec
tion of hollow cast bronze works 
Gordon Alan Jones, pump station 
operator, Wasco, has sculpted 
since taking up the art in 1974. 
Since then, his finely etched lim
ited edition bronzes have been 
accepted in juried art shows, in
cluding the famous Laguna Art 
Festival, and are represented in 
several galleries in California. 
Jones' story begins on page 2. 
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Clances backward ! _______ _ 
30 years ago 
].B. TaUey received a lot of bull 
when he retired September 1. The 
former yardman-truck driver at 

.... Goodrich was not only presented 
with a Brahma Bull but he also was 
given one winter's board for him. 
Talley plans to raise stock on his 
30-acre farm at Douglass, Texas, 
so his pipeiiner friends on the 
Kilgore-Houston line gave him the 
full -blooded Brahma as a starteL 

25 years ago 
Joe T Dickerson assumed the pres
idency of Shell Pipe Line Corpora
tion on October 1. a significant date 
in a career with the Shell organiza
tion which has already covered 
27 years. 

November marks the first anniver
sary of the establishment of the 
Denver Division. The first men 

and their families moved during 
November, 1953, and the office was 
opened in the Commonwealth 
,building on December 1. 

15 years ago 
Shell Oil Company and Shell 
Chemical Company will build an 
ethylene complex in Louisiana at a 
cost of more than $30 million to 
meet expected future demands for 
this chemical and its derivatives. 
The facility will be located at the 
Norco refinery. It will have an an
nual capacity of 500 million pounds 
and is scheduled to go on stream in 
the second half of 1966. 

10 years ago 
Shell Pipe Line must have set some 
sort of record for riser construction 
during a recent pipeline repair 
project in offshore Louisiana waters 

near Block.65's Platform A. The time 
for the construction of the riser was 
one hour and fifteen minutes. 

The somastic-coated, eight-inch 
pipeline stretched from South Pass 
Block 70A to 6SA platforms. The 
repair came as a result of damage 
to the pipeline and other Shell 
facili ties in the path of Hurricane 
Camille's 190-miles-an-hour winds 
and 75·foot waves late last summer. 

Shell has built a modest commun
ity on Alaska's North Slope; the 
inhabitants are drilling the com
pany's fust wildcat well there. 

The Shell camp can accommo
date 50 men. The drilling rig is ser
viced by three miles of road and a 
5,500-foot airstrip designed for 
huge Lockheed Hercules aircraft. 
The freighters have negotiated 
hundreds of takeoffs and landings 
10 supply the outpost , IS miles 
southeast of Atlantic Richfield's dis
covery well at Prudhoe Bay. 

1 
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The laying of the Pier E 
pipeline was an assembly line 
affair - one crew had trench 
digging in progress while 
another crew laid the 40-fool 
joints. When those groups of 
workers called it a day at 3:45 
p.m., a third crew came on to do 
the internal coating work. The 
result was the building of the 
largest-diameter pipe in Shell's 
history. 

The five-mile, 42-inch line 
runs from Arco's dock in Long 
Beach, through Union Pacific 
land, across the Cerritos Chan
nel, to the Wilmington Manufac
turing Complex. 

In reciprocal agreements 
reached with Arco in 1972, Shell 
agreed to lay the big pipe for 
the joint use of Shell and ruco in 
exchange for the use of ALeo's 
dock at Pier E. "In the late '60s, 
Shell recognized that the do
mestic crude supply on the West 
Coast was diminishing and, 
along with it, the need for on
shore pipeline transportation," 
says Ron Dudley, Plans and 
Analysis, who's project coor
dinator for Pier E. ''The result 
was that. in the early '70s, many 
in the industry began to look to 
improve their clfude oil marine 
facilities. For Shell, it meant this 

arrangement with Arco, which 
has a refinery in Carson adja~ 
cent to ours at Wilmington." 

Following seven years of 
complex right-of~way negotia~ 

tions and permit acquisitions 
from various local, state, and 
federal government agencies 
(see related article), construc
tion began on June 28. 

Earl Bales, pipeliner, Hobbs, 
was the inspector on duty at that 
time. "We started putting in the 
pipeline across Arco's property 
that day, at the dock end of the 
line. In July, we built the scraper 
trap. A temporary contractor, 
Ledford Brothers, built both." 

Pier E digs in 
completion scheduled for March 

Following a temporary 
delay, construction resumed on 
August 20 with the main contrac
tor, Hood Corporation. 

The Pier E line was no place 
for the person in a hurry; in addi~ 
lion to the lengthy approvals, the 
laying of the line itself was also a 
prolonged process. 

"Excavation was slow. We had 
to dig a ditch seven feet deep 
by eight feet wide in areas con~ 
gested with other sewer , water, 
oil, and gas lines," says 8uz Zol
ler, Pipeline Construction engi~ 

neer in charge of the project. 
'''TWo hundred feet a day is about 
all we could dig and complete." 

In the continuous process of 
installing the line, the digging, 
laying, and welding were fol
lowed by the application of two 
coats of white epoxy resin on the 
inside of the field joints. 

"You have to wait 24 hours 
between coats. That meant the 
cooters may have had to go as 
far back as two days' work into 
the pipe to complete the coats," 
says Zoller. "Four hundred feet 
is a long way to crawl, even in a 
42-inch line." 

With the land north and south 
of the Cerritos Channel being 10 
feet below sea level, the bottom 
of the construction ditch was 
about 17 feet below sea level. 
The result was salt water intru~ 
sian into the pipeline ditch. 11 
had to be de~watered in order 
for the welders to get down in 
the ditch safely. 

''The engineers put tubes 
around the trench and surround~ 
ing land. At the bottom of these 
tubes were pumps which took 

continued on page II 

Lelt: Harry Miller, Kennit, who's ma~ 
terial clerk on the project, gracefully 
demonstrates the internal coating 
technique for the camera. Opposite: 
(top) A trench~eye view of the maze 
of pipes the Pier E line had to cross 
through. (middle) Jim Mekin (lelt), 
construction superintendent for Led~ 

ford Brothers, keeps in close touch 
with Vince Cobb, chief inspector. 
(bottom) Earl Bales had a sixth sense 
that this would be no swift project; 
while home during the summer con~ 
struction break, he marrie d his 
girlfriend and brought her back to 
Long Beach. 
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continued from page 2 

out the water," says Norm Von 
Ignatius, who works with Dick 
Kerick in Anaheim. "That leaves 
you with the problem of water 
disposaL On 'I'erminallsland, it 
was shipped by pipeline to the 
U.S. Navy's private sewer opera
tion. On the north side of the 
Cerritos Channel, it was shipped 
to the City of Los Angeles sewer 
system. Ground water can't be 
put in the ocean. It contains lead, 
zinc, mercury, oil, and grease 
which can't be dumped." 

The last major obstacle will be 
the crossing of the Cerritos Chan .. 
nel. One continuous welded 
piece of pipe about 600 feet long 

will be floated down the chan
nel and lowered with cranes. 

"For this operation, we will 
use 42-inch pipe to which a 
four-and-one-half-inch concrete 
casing has been applied. It 
weighs 1,000 pounds per foot. 
That weight is necessary to 
ensure negative buoyancy; 
that is, to keep it sunk," says 
Don Barry, projects engineer, 
Pipeline Construction. 

"To prepare for the channel 
crossing, we have dredged 
a ditch 20 feet deep to meet 
Corps of Engineers and Port of 
Long Beach requirements. The 
top JO feet of dirt which we re
moved was taken 11 miles out to 

sea and dwnped in 600 feet of 
water, out of any area where 
contamination could endanger 
fish. The other JO feet will be 
replaced." 

Barry says Pier E's dock 
capabilities will be about the 
same as those at St. James on the 
Capline. "Ships of up to 190,000 
deadweight tons can berth at 
the pier. Turnaround time should 
be no more than 36 hours, in
cluding mooring, pumping, and 
harbor transit. From there, the 
50,000-barrel-per-hour through
out capacity line will carry the 
crude the five mile's to Wil
mington, where we have four 
300,OOO-barrel storage tanks In 

readiness." 
At Go Devil deadline time, the 

parts of the line on either side of 
the channel were finished, with 
the Cerritos Channel crossing 
scheduled for a March comple
tion date. 

Other pipeline employees 
who worked on this project 
were Vince Cobb, Head Office 
chief inspector, who was in
spector in charge; Dick Holman, 
maintenance foreman, Bakers
field, who is senior inspector on 
the Cerritos Channel Crossing, 
aided by Gary Boone, pipeliner, 
Long Beach; and Harry Miller, 
pipeliner, Kermit, who was 
material clerk. 

Before construction could start ... 
The reciprocal operating 
agreements with MCO for Pier E 
and the 42-inch pipeline were 
reached expeditiously; how· 
ever, acquisition of the neces
sary permits to construct the line 
took somewhat longer. 

Dick Kerick, staff land agent in 
the West Coast Division office, 
Anaheim. feels as though he's 
made a career of seeing this 
project through to the point 
where construction COUld-be
come a reality. He has reams and 
stacks of paper to illustrate the 
work it's taken to get through the 
approval process with the state, 
federal, and local government 
agencies. 

'·1'he only way out of the Har
bor area, a distance of 1.6 miles, 
was across lands owned by 
Union Pacific Land Resources 
and Southern California Edison. 
We began negotiations with 
those companies in 1972. 

"Since an oil field with secon
dary recovery facilities was lo
cated on a part of the UP lands, 
they insisted we cross the Edison 
property. After about three 
years, however, it became ap
parent that we could not reach an 
agreement with Edison. We then 
proposed a reroute on U. P. lands 
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which would eliminate the need 
to cross the Edison power plant 
property. The negotiations were 
complicated because the 42-
inch pipeline crossed through 
the heart of the oil fIeld, which 
was owned and produced by 
Champlin Petroleum Company, a 
subsidiary of UP 

"Finding a suitable route 
whicn did not conflict with 
Champlin's operations was dif
ficult and time consuming. Fi
nally, however, we reached an 
agreement in principle with 
Champlin and UP in the fall 
of 1977. 

"While these negotiations 
were going on, we also had filed 
an application for a construction 
permit from the California South 
Coast Regional Commission, as 
well as an application for an 
engineering permit from the Port 
of Long Beach. However, these 
agencies refused to act on our 
applications until we had ob
tained all private right of way, in
cluding that across Union Pacific. 

"After we were fmally able to 
meet all its requirements, includ
ing an Environmental Impact As
sessment (EIA), the Commission 
issued the permit in late 1976. 

Ten days later, the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) ap
pealed the case, alleging we had 
not adequately addressed the air 
quality impacts of the pipeline in 
the ElA. 

"On January I, 1977, a new 
Coastal Act took effect in the 
state. As a result of the CARB ap
peal, we were thrown into a new 
hearing before the California 
Coastal Commission, practically 
starting the process over. 

"At the first hearing in January 
of 1977, the commission staff rec
ommended against the permit. 
Several hearings and nine 
months later, and after inten
sive negotiations with the Com
mission staff, the Commission 
issued a permit subject to CARB 
and the Southern California Air 
Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD) approval of the air 
quality elements of the project. 

"In our application with 
SCAQMD, we showed that the 
project resulted in a decrease in 
air pollutants from tanker emis
sions, because we planned to un
load fewer larger tankers at the 
deeper Pier E compared to the 
larger number of smaller tankers 
at Mormon Island. 

"After seventeen months of 
negotiations regarding baseline 
emissions, trade-offs, and emis
sion factors. SCAQMD agreed 
that the project resulted in a net 
reduction in air pollutants and is
sued its permit in April of 1979. 
These discussions had been 
complicated by the fact that 
SCAQMD was also considering 
the air quality aspects of the 
highly controversial Sohio proj
ect for crude oil unloading 
facilities in the Port of Long 
Beach, which had been chal
lenged by several environmen
tal groups. 

"But that wasn't the end of the 
story," he says. "On May 9, Clean 
Air Now (a local environmental 
group) appealed the issuance 
of the permits to CARB. CARB 
rejected the appeal." 

The next fly in the ointment? 
The Federal Clean Air Act of 1977 
Amendments prohibited any 
new construction after July I, 
1979, unless the State Implemen
tation Plan (SIP) has been ap
proved by EPA. Since Califor
nia's SIP had not been approved 
by July I. the fIrst shovel of dirt 
was turned on June 28 in time to 
meet the deadline. 
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Joseph A. Holmes 
safety Awards 

Gulf Coast Division 
F.J. Griffith 

i 

Central Division 
R. S. Alexander 
R. W. Guthrie, Jr. 
R. L. Mitchell 
B.B. Parker 
C.N. Prater 

Thirteen may have a reputation for being a 
number connoting bad luck among the 
superstitious. But an achievement quite the 
contrary is true in this case. During 1978, 13 
Pipe Liners achieved the enviable record of 

working 30 consecutive years without a dis· 
abling injury, an enviable record in the field 
of health and safety. 

Pipe Line has been proud to recognize this 
achievement in accident· free work since 
1956 by presenting qualifying employees 

with the Joseph A. Holmes Individual Safety 
Award. 

The Joseph A. Holmes Safety Association 
was founded in 1916 by 24 leading national 
organizations representing the mining, petro' 
leum, and related industries. It commemo· 

Mid·Continent Division 
G.S. Arnold 
J.J. Cipolla 
R.R.Riggs 
H. E. Schaller 
S. Virga ' 
L. H. Whitworth 

West Coast Division 
G. Christy, Jr. 

r ates the efforts of Dr. Holmes, the first 

director of the Bureau of Mines, to reduce 
accidents and ill health in the mining and 

allied industries, and to promote the doc· 
tnnes of safety and conservation of life in 
those industries. 

At the time Holmes became director of the 

Bureau of Mines, the health and injury expe· 
rience wasn't too good. The picture has im· 
proved considerably, however, primarily as a 
result of the safety practices and procedures 
he helped inaugurate. 

This year's awards were presented during 
the fall round of Safety Chapter Dinner meet· 
ings, when the above recipients were given 
wallet·sized certificates, lapel pins, and 
hardhat decals. 
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Pipeline people t 

Retirement party 
A chapter in Martha Foster's life that began in 1953 in McCamey when she 
went to work as a telephone operator closed August 3. She retired following 
more than 25 years with Shell Pipe Line. A reception honoring her was held 
in the Director's Room of the First National Bank in Midland. 

More than 150 fellow employees and friends were there to celebrate with 
her. They had donated to her retirement gift, a money tre" presented by 
John Limmer, safety representative. The appropriate Igift should help her 
w ith her retirement p lans which include traveJlo Spain a~d FbrtugaL 

- Pal Hopson 
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Deaths 
Travis C. Bryant, reti red [rom 
Shell Pipe Line Corp on March I, 
1963, died November 3. He is 
survived by his widow, Verna, 
of Midland, TX. 

Ralph A. Eaton, re tired from 
Products Pipe Lines on~ay I. 1966, 
died October 3D. He is survived by 
his widow, Maria, of Clinlon, IL. 

Leo C. Geiler, retired from Shell 
Pipe Line Corp. on January I, 1958, 
died October 16. He is survived by 
his widow, Mary, of Houston. TX. 

Barry L. Jones, retired from Shell 
Pipe Line Corp. on June 1, 1968, 
died November 19. He is survived 
by his widow, Barbara, of Long
view, TX. 

Johnnie '0 . Main, retired fr om 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on August I. 
19n died November 28. He is sur
vived by his daughter. Patricia, of 
Winnie, TX. 

Willie D. Polvadore, retired from 
Shell Pipe Line Corp. on August I, 
1961. died October 28. He is sur
vived. by his widow, Cora, of Hous
ton, TX. 

Vic J. PorteI', field gauger, 
Browl!-field, died October 21. He is 
survived by his widow, ' Nancy, a 
daughter, and grandson. 

Tykeliners 
Lois and B. L. Bums, electrical 
technician, Midland, announce the 
arrival of their third child and 
second son, Stephen Edward, 
born November 10. Weighing 7 
1b. -9~ -oz. and measuring 21 inches 
long, he was welcomed by Sheryl 
Lynn, 7, and Michael Lee,S. 

Robin and Gregory Lauck, main
tenance truck driver, Lima, be
came parents for the first time on 
October 4 with the arrival of Joshua 
Cain. The child weighed 8-lb., 4-oz. 
and was 19v:! inches long. 

Leroy and Gall Melton, Employee 
Relations assistant, New Orleans, 
are another set of new Pipe Line 
parents. Langston Joseph was born 
October 30 and weighed in at 
7-lb., JlA-oz. 

Joshua Cain Lauck 

Langston Joseph Melton 
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- Mileposts 1---------_____ _ 
Personnel R.B. May P. R. Scioneaux L.Robinson CD 
Changes from Laborer from Ass!. Terminal Supv. Clerk 

to Pipeliner 6-12 to Oil Movements Controller Indianapolis K. G. Sorenson 

110 Hendrick 51. James Office Scvs, to Finance Communications B 
Anaheim 

L. R. Johnson L. L. Wineteer 
D.E.Levine vi. M . Raudman 

[rom Maintenance foreman from Pipeliner 6-12 
from Terminal Agent from Laborer 

GCD- to Sr. Eng. Asst. to Pipe liner 
to S1: Operations Ass!. to Pipeliner (6 mos.) Service 

Pasadena to Reg. & MIce. Stds. Newcastle 
Sl. James Kalkaska AnniversarlEl!; 

L. L. Albright K.W. Duffy 
T. E. Chambers from Laborer G.L.Ballam from Laborer 

to Pipeliner 6-1 2 / Laborer to Pipeliner (6 mos.) GCD- Kilgore 

Newcastle Pasadena to Goodrich PatoRa 40 years ,.C. Falkenbury 
from Tank Parm Gauger 

K.D. Morris M. L. Franklin '.R. Gl'iIlltland 
to Oil Movements Controller .D CD- Hobbs 

Pipeliner (6 mos.) from Engineering Asst. 
30 years McCamey 

R.A.Capone Pasadena to St. james to Pipeliner 
R.E. Foster from Laborer HO- Reg. & J.C.Milam 
from Utility Gauger to Pipeliner (6 mos.) M.A. Bawley MIce. Standards GCD-St. james 
to Field Gauger St.james from Pipeliner (6 mos.) to Dyersburg 15 years 
Hamlin to Brownfield to Utility Pipeliner 

J. W. Stephenson SI. James to Sorrento 
Sh 

C.R.Phipps 
C.B.McKee from Laborer GCD- Pine Grove 
from Pipeliner·Truck Driver to Pipeliner (6 mos.) R.A. Riddle Welcomes IS years 
to Tank Farm Gauger Pasadena from Lead Pipeliner 

J.D. Grotts McCamey 
J. R. Campbell to Maintenance Foreman CD 

MCD- Cushing 
' .D. Busby from Operations Foreman Pasadena to Orange 

Jeanna M . Faris 10 years 
Pipeliner to Operations Supervisor 

T. T. Shaddock Clerk 
V.I. Kelley McCamey to Goldsmith Pasadena 

Meter Meas. Tech. 
Midland 

CO- Big Spring 
R.E. Dinges D.P. Louviere Gibson to Orange 10 years 
from Laborer from Operations Foreman 

Gel to Pipeliner 6-12 to Operations Supervisor D.A. Schexnayder 
Newcastle Sorrento Pipeliner-Welder I R.E. White 

J.C. Bridgeman St. James to Sorrento Laborer etirement" D.R. Tice 
jackson from Pipeliner from Meter Meas. Mech. C J. Baker 

to Utility Gauger to Meter Meas. Mech. e C. Wintill Field Gauger 
Hamlin Nairn MCD Meter Meas. Mech. e Brownfield 

C.B. Treadwell W.R. Gravois D.,. Allan 
Pasadena 

from Pipeitner 6-12 from Transfer Attendant from Laborer G.M.Estes 
to Field Gauger to Terminal Agent to Pipeliner (6 mos.) Meeh. C 
Hamlin to Brownfield SI. james Kalkaska St.james 

D.R. Busby O.J. Dufresne A.W.Mims R. S. Zeringue 
from Pipeliner 6-12 from Oil Movement Controller from Sta. Attd. A Laborer 
to Pipelinei to Terminal Agent to Utility Ggr. 81. james 
Hobbs St.james Healdton 

J.M.Corley R.A. Robert C. R. Peterson MCD from Pipeliner 6-12 from Terminal Agent from Sla. AUd. A 
10 Pipeliner to Ass!. Supv. Oil Mvmnts. to Utility Ggr. C.A. Kinley 
Eunice to Hamlin St.James Boyd/Pauls Valley Clerk 

M.R. Ybarra G.B. Carabajal P.A.Jones 
Indianapolis- Office Svcs. 

from Pipeliner 6-12 from Gauger Clerk J.A. Ulmer 
to Pipeliner to Meter Meas. Tech. Indianapolis Clerk n.M. Martin 
McCamey Pasadena Office Scvs. to Finance Indianapolis- Office Svcs. 25 years - November 
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ployees, pensioners, families and 
friends of Shell Pipe Line Corpora
tion. All correspondence should be 
addressed to Go Devil, 1591 One 
Shell Plaza, P'Q. Box 2463, Houston, 
Tex. 77001, or to one of the following 
field reporters. 

Mid-Continent Division 
Indianapolis ... Laurie Burch 
North Line. . . Emily Smith 
East Line . .. ...... Shirley Abbott 
Central Michigan ... Dedra Edgar 
Cushing ... , ... Carolyn Maynard 
Wood River . Ramona FOrter 

Central Division 
Midland .,. . ...... Pat Hopson 
Rocky Mountain .. Ann McCoU'ey 

West Coast Division 
Los Angeles .. Dine Moore 
Coalinga ...... Doretta Deshields 
Long Beach. . .. . Connie Sanford 

GnU Coast Division 
New Orleans . . . Gail Melton 
PL Construction .. Art LaRochelle 

COVER 

Pier E. Following seven years of 
permining and construction effort, 
this largest-diameter pipe in ShelJ's 
history is scheduled to be com
plete in March, 1980. The five mile, 
42-inch line runs from Arca's dock 
in Long Beach, through Union 

Pacific land, across the Cerritos 
Channel, to the Wilmington Man
ufacturing Complex. For the story, 
see pages 2-4, 
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Glances bacJcward 1-------
25 years ago 
This picture, featuring Gibb Barclay and his family on a hunt for the perfect Christmas tree, was on the cover of the 
December, 1959, Go Devil. At the time, Gibb was assistant station foreman in Osage, Wyoming. The photo inset shows 
the family today - (l to r. front) MrS. Barclay, Gibb, Joan; (back) Larry, Gary, David. While Dad moved on to other 
assignments, Joan, Larry, and Gary chose to rema{n in Wyoming. David lives in Oklahoma. Gibb and Charlene are now 
in Louisiana; he's currently chief inspector on LOCAR 

'. 
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